Australia hosting three-week air force exercises
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The tropical northern city of Darwin is hosting 4,000 personnel and 140 aircraft over the next three weeks as air forces from
around the world take part in Exercise Pitch Black, one of Asia-Pacific's largest air force training exercises.
Starting on Friday (July 27) the training includes night flying and aerial refueling and enables different nations a chance to learn
from each other and improve their force integration using one of the largest training airspace areas in the world.
The biennial Pitch Black exercise began in 1990 between Australia and Singapore, and features a range of realistic, simulated
threats which can be found in a modern battle-space environment, the Royal Australian Air Force said in a statement on its website.
The air forces involved are from the United States, Canada, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia,
Netherlands, Philippines, Singapore, Sweden, Thailand, New Zealand and Australia.
Reuters
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Kurds reach deal with
Damascus to end Syria conflict

Minister Safi meeting a number of elders and influential figures of Laghman province
KABUL: Acting and Nominee Minister of Information
and Culture, Ms. Hasina Safi
in a meeting with a number of
elders and influential figures
from the country’s eastern province of Laghman said that her
led ministry will spare no effort in preservation of the coun-

News-in-Brief
Aids
distributed to
people in need
in Urozgan
QALAT CITY: Food and
non-foodstuffs was distributed to the needy families, by
charity organizations in
Urozgan province yesterday,
Bakhtar News Agency (BNA)
reported.
A local source of the province told the agency, in this
round food and non-food assistance was provided for
more than three hundred
needy, returnees from Pakistan and war affected families of the province.
Local
officials
of
Urozgan say, efforts are underway to provide more aids
with support of charity organizations to the needy families.
The Kabul Times

ANDSF
clear
insurgents
from
Karangl
valley
ASADABAD CITY: The
key valley of Karangle, have
been cleaned from armed insurgents in the clearing operation led by Afghan National
Defense and Security Forces
(ANSDF) Bakhtar News Agency (BNA) reported yesterday.
A national army commander in the east of the
country said to the agency,
ANDSF succeeded in clearing
of strategic valley of Karangle, which located in Manogi
district.
In the operation 4 armed
insurgents were killed and 4
others were wounded, he added.
As well during the operation two positions of armed insurgents have been destroyed.
The Kabul Times

try’s cultural heritages and historical monuments, Bakhtar
News Agency reported Saturday.
After being briefed by the
head of the provincial council
and the elders, and being asked
for preservation of cultural assets, particularly those of Qalae-Seraj and Baba Sahib in the
Laghman province, the acting
minister said she would make
all-out effort for the preservation of the country’s cultural
assets and historical monuments, according to the agency.

The elders also demanded
the minister to provide the
ground for publishing a periodical cultural journal under the
title of “Laghman” and providing jobs for the youths of the
province, the agency added.
Ms. Safi reiterated that preservation of the country’s historical monuments was her led
ministry’s top priority and her
ministry would make effort in
this field.
The Kabul Times

Lebanon’s Berri
shuns UN officials
for pro-Israel bias
Lebanon’s top legislator has
refused to meet with the United
Nations special coordinator for
Lebanon, and the commander of
the world body’s peacekeepers,
decrying their pro-Israeli bias.
Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berri said the UN representative Pernille Dahler Kardel
“had crossed the line in her conduct” and was leaning more toward Israeli politics, speaking
to local daily al-Joumhouria.
“When I met her a while
back, I felt that she is more [in
favor of] Israeli policy at the
expense of our rights and borders. I brought it to her attention that she had committed to
continue the policy of Sigrid
Kaag, who held the position before her,” Berri said in the interview published on Friday.
“But she denied it, saying
there was no audio recording to
prove what I said,” said the head
of the parliament and noted that
he would likely not meet her
ever again.
Berri said he had considered
calling on the UN to remove the
official from her post, but decided against the move in order
not to pit Beirut against the international community. The of-

ficial, however, has once been
summoned over the country’s
complaints about her conduct.
Separately, he declined to
receive the outgoing UNIFIL
commander Maj. Gen. Michael
Beary, saying the latter had partaken in Israel’s “National
Day” celebrations, and even
congratulated Tel Aviv on the
occasion.
Berri said the participation
alone “did not suffice for Beary;
he [also] tweeted, congratulating Israel on this occasion and
disregarding that he is the head
of UNIFIL in Lebanon,” the paper wrote.
Israel launched full-scale
wars against Lebanon in 2000
and 2006. In both, the regime
was forced to withdraw amid
steadfast defense put up by the
country’s Hezbollah resistance
movement.
The countries are technically at war as Israel has kept Lebanon’s Shebaa Farms occupied
since 1967.
Earlier in the year, Lebanon’s Prime M inister Sa’ad
Hariri said the regime “remains the primary threat to
Lebanon.”
Reuters

An alliance of Kurdish and
Arab militants in Syria says it
has come to an agreement with
the Syrian government to develop negotiations to end violence in Syria.
The announcement was
made after the so-called Syrian
Democratic Council (SDC), the
political wing of the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF), sent
a delegation to Damascus for
talks with Syrian officials earlier this week. The SDF, itself,
is a US-backed coalition of mainly Kurdish militants.
The SDC said in a statement Saturday that it had
agreed with the government of
the Syrian President Bashar alAssad to form committees that
would "chart a roadmap to a
democratic, decentralized Syria.”
The SDC delegation visited
Damascus for the first time after President Assad said that he
was “opening doors” for negotiations with Syrian Kurds that
he said had "apparently become
wary" of their unpredictable
ally - the United States.
The Kurds then expressed
readiness to hand over control
of the Eastern Euphrates to the
government after Washington
withheld its support for the
Kurdish militants in the northern Syrian cities of Manbij and
Afrin.
The SDC's co-chair Riad
Darar said on Friday the talks
with Damascus were aimed at
"working towards a settlement
for northern Syria," as it was
time to "solve our problems
ourselves."
The group, which is being
supported by Washington, has
already managed to form an
autonomous administration in
northern Syria during the country’s seven-year conflict.
Washington’s conflicting
plans in Syria, however, have
now prompted the Kurdish militants to turn to the government
in Damascus.
Their presence in the area
near the Turkish border has
been a source of tension between the US and Turkey.
Ankara, which considers the
Syrian Kurdish militants as an
extension of the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) terrorists,
has even threatened to “destroy
all terror nests,” near the Syrian border. Presstv

China to test new Russian S-400
air defense system: Source
China is reportedly set to
test fire its advanced Russianmade S-400 Triumf missile defense system in the coming
days.
Speaking on condition of anonymity, a military and diplomatic source with knowledge of
the matter told Russia’s TASS
news agency on Friday that the
first test firing of the newly-acquired interceptor-based system
could happen in the end of July
or in early August.
"It is planned that in late
July-early August the unit of the
People's Liberation Army, which
underwent training in Russia,
will carry out the firing against
a simulated ballistic target at a
Chinese firing ground," the
source said.
The S-400 system, whose
full name is the Triumf Mobile
Multiple Anti-Aircraft Missile
System (AAMS), is an advanced
Russian missile system designed to detect, track, and destroy planes, drones, or missiles

as far as 402 kilometers away.
The new defense system is capable of downing US F-35
stealth fighters.
China became the first international buyer of Russia’s S400 Triumf in 2015 as part of $3

shipment scheduled for Summer.
"It is still unknown when
the first S-400 unit will enter
the service with the PLA, although a rapid induction, as evidenced by the recent announce-

billion deal and received the
first batch of the missile systems in April.
Russia has reportedly
shipped parts and equipment of
two S-400 missile defense systems to China, with another

ment of the test firing, can be
expected," the source added.
China will reportedly receive a total of two S-400 regiments and the second regimental set is expected to be delivered by the end of 2018. AP

Iraq: Economic protests
continue in Baghdad, south
Thousands of people rally in
the capital Baghdad and southern cities in Iraq, keeping up
some three weeks of protests
against economic conditions.
In Baghdad, protesters gathered at the Iraqi capital's Tahrir Square, prompting strict security measures, as they accused politicians of corruption.
Thousands also gathered in
front of the provincial government’s offices in the southern
oil hub of Basra, where the protests began on July 8.
The city of Nasiriyah also
witnessed demonstrations, with
participants holding up banners
reading, "No to corruption! Yes
to change!"
People also marched in the
provinces of Najaf and Maysan.
So far, 14 people have been
killed in the rallies in which

storming government offices
and state facilities as well as
attacking security forces have
already become common
scenes.
Lying at the heart of the protests are power shortages, unemployment, and lack of clean
water.
On Friday, Iraq’s most senior Shia cleric Ayatollah Ali alSistani called on the incumbent
government to meet the protesters’ demands.
“The current government
must work hard urgently to implement citizens’ demands and
reduce their suffering and misery,” Ayatollah Sistani’s representative said in the holy city of
Karbala.
The cleric also called for the
formation of a new government
"as soon as possible with effec-

tive, competent and transparent
people." Grand Ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani called for the formation of a new government as
soon as possible. Iraqi politicians are trying to form a cabinet after May 12 parliamentary
elections. The cleric also called
on Prime Minister Haider alAbadi’s successor to put up a
courageous fight against corruption. “He (the new prime minister) must launch a relentless
war against the corrupted and
those who protect them,” Ayatollah Sistani’s representative
said. Abadi, who visited Basra
soon after the protests began to
address the situation there, endorsed Ayatollah Sistani’s call,
and said he was working to fulfill the protesters’ demands,
with all the means available to
him. Presstv

���������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

