Do not ‘recklessly attack’ Idlib, Trump warns Syria, Russia
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US: 12 arrested in Chicago
Labor Day anti-violence protest
US Police arrested 12 activists purportedly attempting
to block Chicago's Kennedy
expressway near O'Hare International Airport on Monday,
as part of an anti-violence protest held on Labor Day.
Protesters sought to draw

News-in-Brief

28 Taliban
insurgents
killed in Paktia
GARDIZ: 28 Taliban insurgents were killed during a joint
military operation conducted in
Paktia province, Bakhtar News
Agency (BNA) reported on Tuesday.
Paktia provincial governor
spokesperson Abdullah Harakat told BNA that 28 Taliban
insurgents were killed during
a joint military operation in
Zurmat and Janikhil districts,
according to the agency.
He added nine other armed
insurgents were taken hostage
and an ammunition depot was
destroyed.
Four public order police
were martyred and six others
sustained injuries during the
operation. The Kabul Times

attention to the city's gang violence epidemic. They called
on Chicago Mayor Rahm
Emanuel's to step down, and
demanded more investment be
funnelled into neighbourhoods where shooting occurs.
Police proceeded to arrest

12 people and demanded that
the protesters clear from the
expressway.
The protesters were planning to march down the
Kennedy expressway and to
reach the O'Hare International Airport. Presstv

UN to gather
Yemen conflicting
sides in Geneva
The sides to the Yemeni
conflict are to convene in Geneva for the first time since 2016
under the auspices of the United Nations (UN) in an attempt
to revive stalled peace talks.
Representatives from Yemen’s running government,
which is allied to the popular
Houthi movement, and the
country’s former regime,
backed by Saudi Arabia, are to
participate in the talks in the
Swiss city on Thursday.
UN envoy for Yemen Martin Griffiths will be supervising the talks and is likely to
shuttle between the two sides,

organized by the UN — in Kuwait, trying unsuccessfully to
hammer out a “power-sharing”
accord.
The former Yemeni government resigned in 2015 as the
country was experiencing political turmoil.
The head of that government, Abd Rabbuh M ansur
Hadi, fled to Riyadh after resignation. There, he encouraged Saudi plans to launch
military attacks on Yemen,
where the Houthi movement
had taken over state matters in
the absence of a functioning

as face-to-face meetings between them are unlikely.
Khaled al-Yamani, the foreign minister of the former regime, told AFP that the chances of face-to-face negotiations
between the two sides “are slim
to none.”
The news agency reported
that the talks would likely focus on a prisoner exchange deal
and the fate of the Yemeni port
city of al-Hudaydah, which has
been under escalated Saudi-led
military attacks since June.
One US diplomat, meanwhile, said the negotiations
“are really not intended to be
talks or negotiations but consultations that demonstrate the
capability of the UN to bring
the sides together,” along with
“confidence building measures.”
The two sides last held
marathon negotiations — also

government.
A Saudi-backed coalition
soon invaded Yemen in an attempt to reinstall the former,
Riyadh-friendly off icials to
power despite their resignation.
Thousands have been
killed in the Saudi-led invasion, and the country has been
pushed close to the edge of famine. A cholera outbreak, resulting from the devastation of Yemen’s health infrastructure,
has also claimed more than
2,000 lives. UAE: Hudaydah assault to rage on Meanwhile, the
UAE, an ally of Saudi Arabia in
the invasion, took a defiant
tone on Hudaydah, the port city
that takes in much of international aid to the war-stricken
country. The Saudi-led offensive on the city threatens to tip
Yemen over the brink of famine. Presstv

11 member
Taliban group
joins peace
process in
Nangarhar
JALALABAD: An 11-member Taliban group on Tuesday
joined peace process in eastern
Nangarhar province, Bakhtar
News Agency (BNA) reported.
Nangarhar press office incharge Ataullah Khogyani told
BNA these people were leading
by Commander Jalad Khan and
fighting the government in
Sorkhrod and Khogyani districts were joined peace process
due to efforts made by the province’s national security department, according to the agency.
He added these people
handed over eleven weapons to
the national security department.
Commander Jalad Khan
said we were all the victims of
Afgha nistan’s enemies and
when we realized that fighting
against Islamic system of my
country is against sharia, we
decided to join our government.
The Kabul Times

US President Donald
Trump on Monday warned Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and his allies Iran and
Russia not to “recklessly attack” Syria's rebel-held Idlib
province, saying hundreds of
thousands of people could be
killed.
“The Russians and Irani-

ans would be making a grave
humanitarian mistake to take
part in this potential human
tragedy. Hundreds of thousands of people could be killed.
Don’t let that happen!” Trump
said in a Tweet Monday.
President Bashar al-Assad of Syria must not recklessly attack Idlib Province.

The Russians and Iranians
would be making a grave humanitarian mistake to take
part in this potential human
tragedy. Hundreds of thousands of people could be killed.
Don’t let that happen!
Earlier Monday, Iran
called for militants to be
“cleaned out” of Idlib, as it
prepared for talks with Syria
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and Russia about confronting
the last major enclave held by
rebels opposed to Assad.
Syrian government forces
are planning a phased offensive in Idlib and surrounding
areas held by insurgents fighting Assad, who has been
backed by both Russian and
Iranian forces in the country’s
civil war. Alarabiya
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Pakistan elects new
president from ruling party

Pakistani lawmakers elected a nominee from Prime Minister Imran Khan's party to the
ceremonial office of president
on Tuesday, further cementing
its hold on power.
Arif Alvi will replace President Mamnoon Hussain, who
completes his five-year term on
Sept. 9. Pakistan's elections
oversight body will certify the
result Wednesday.
The president is elected by
lawmakers from the National
Assembly, the Senate and four
provincial assemblies.
Alvi, a senior member of
Khan's party from the southern Sindh province, faced little
challenge from Aitzaz Ahsan,
from the opposition Pakistan
People's Party, and Maulana
Fazlur Rehman, a pro-Taliban,
anti-U.S. radical Islamist. The
opposition failed to unify behind a single candidate.
Tuesday's election came
two weeks after Khan, a former
cricket star and longtime politician, was elected prime minister. His Tehreek-e-Insaf party won the most seats in July's
national elections and joined
with independents to form a
government. Alvi won 212 votes
in the upper and lower houses
of parliament, while Ahsan got
81 and Rehman secured 131, according to the Election Commission. Alvi also got the most
votes in the four provincial legislatures. abc news

MAIL, USAID
launch new...
From P1
quoted in the statement.
The two programs announced yesterday, Afghanistan Value Chains – Livestock
and Afghanistan Value Chains
– High Value Crops, will focus
on increasing the productivity
and competitiveness of key
businesses in the market centers of Kabul, Herat, Mazar-iSharif, Jalalabad, and Kandahar. Individually, the programs
are anticipated to increase productivity in their target value
chains by more than 30 percent
over the next five years. Together, they will support Afghan
enterprises in engaging in $140
million in additional sales, and
catalyze an additional $65 million in agricultural investments, the statement added.
The Kabul Times

Death toll in Libya's Tripoli
rises as fighting rages on

The death toll from ongoing fighting in Libya's capital, Tripoli, has risen to at least
50, health officials said, as violence between rival militias
rages on.
The health ministry said
on Tuesday clashes between
armed groups had also left
more than 138 people wounded.
The previous death toll
stood at 39 people, including
18 civilians.
On August 27, fierce battles erupted in Tripoli's dis-

tricts after the Seventh Brigade, an armed group based in
Tarhouna, 65km southeast of
the capital, launched a surprise offensive against rival
militias.
A truce was reached the
next day but clashes resumed
shortly after, forcing authorities to close Tripoli's only
functioning airport.
The UN-backed Government of National Accord
(GNA) in Tripoli declared a
state of emergency on Sunday.
Al Jazeera's Mahmoud Ab-

delwahed, reporting from Tripoli, said the situation remained tense with sporadic
fighting and indiscriminate
rocket fire continuing to land
in residential areas.
"Several attempts have
failed to put a ceasefire in
force since the clashes erupted on August 26," Abdelwahed
said. "The Seventh Brigade
whose commanders say it
works under the presidential
guard of the GNA was disavowed by the government in
April." Aljazeera

Iran opens $1.85 billion worth
of petrochemical projects
Iran has brought online 3.4
million metric tons per year
(mt/y) of new methanol, urea
and ammonium capacity at a
cost of $1.85 billion, the Ministry of Petroleum’s Shana news

outlet reported on Tuesday.
Marjan Methanol’s 1.65
million mt/year unit was inaugurated by President Hassan
Rouhani along with 1.75 million mt/y urea and ammonium

unit of Pars Petrochemica l
Complex in Iran’s energy hub
of Assaluyeh.
A third project to generate
648 megawatts of power also
became operational. Phase one
of Damavand Petrochemical
Utility Plant will provide electricity to 12 petrochemical facilities on top of 780 metric tons
of steam, Shana said.
The 12-turbine Damavand
pla nt is being developed in
three phases with the ultimate
capacity to generate 1,900 MW
of power plus industrial water,
oxygen, steam and wastewater
trea tment for petrochemical
units.
Presstv
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