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President Ghani also mulling on
ground-corridors creation

KABUL: President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani in a meeting
of Afghan producers urged the
related organs for creation of
ground-corridors beside those
of many air-corridors in the
country, Bakhtar News Agency
(BNA) reported the other day.
Speaking to the meeting
participants, the president congratulated the businessmen and
private sectors representatives
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for having their desires met in
the areas of exports, transit and
transport and thanked the related countries’ ambassadors
and called them good partners,
the agency quoted.
The president said Afghanistan shouldn’t be relied on foreign aids in long-term, as the
air-corridors can play key role
in the field of Afghanistan selfsufficiency. He thanked the

countries’ benevolent cooperation with Afghanistan over the
last 17 years.
“The international aids to
Afghanistan is not felt as effective as exports of pine nuts in
the pine nuts producing districts,” said the president emphasizing on ensuring relation
between the private sectors, producers and the international
markets.

He also said that big pine
nuts processing factories would
be established in the near future in Kabul and called for
strengthening women role in
production, processing and
packaging pine nuts in the
country and added that beside
air-corridors, ground corridors
should also be paid attention.
The Kabul Times

ANDSF;
pride of our
nation

Nobody allowed to harm security forces
on peace pretext, President Ghani
KABUL: President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,
Mohammad Ashraf Ghani has
clearly said that no one would
be allowed to pretext peace process aiming to harm the country’s security forces, BNA reported the other day.
The president made the remark during a ceremony to inaugurate the distribution of
food coupon among the martyrs’
families, according to the agency.
The coupon distribution
process, which the president
quoted the ministry of finance
to have been extended from nine

months to one year more, is for
the first time initiated after 18
years of delay in Kabul, with the
authorities pledging to expand
it all over the country, in the
future.
The country’s president
said: “This was a great day for
me that with the inauguration
of the coupon among the martyrs’ families of the country’s
security forces, we could fulfil
another one of our commitments for them.”
While giving coupon to four
of the martyrs’ families during
the ceremony, the president assured that ‘those heroes given

sacrifices to defend the country,
would never be forgotten.’
“Nobody can harm the country’s security forces under peace
process pretext,” warned the
president. “They shouldn’t remove the mind that they would
once again sell tanks, planes
and other equipment in the
price of worthless metals to the
neighbors,” the president reiterated. Distribution of coupon
was only for nine months, but
fortunately the ministry of finance said the process had extended for one year more,” said
the agency quoting the president. The Kabul Times

No change seen in Taliban’s position
regarding peace, Dr. Abdullah

KABUL: Chief executive Dr.
Abdullah Abdullah in a meeting with senior officials of the
country’s media organizations
held yesterday at Sapidar Palace said that there was no priority superior than peace in the
country as Afghans have suffered continued catastrophe and
pain for the past 40 years and
lost numerous opportunities;
therefore, all wanted lasting
and fair peace in the country.
Regarding peace efforts,
chief executive said that the

main obstacle to reach peace
was Taliban’s position, adding
that no change has been made
in vision and position of the
Taliban, a group that wanted to
strengthen its position by wasting the time.
He further said that a large
number of Afghans had common
vision regarding peace in the
country, but unfortunately the
government has not been able
to create consensus among the
big class of the people.
Abdullah said that one of re-

gional countries is seeking a
puppet or weak government in
Afghanistan, but other countries do not want return of Taliban to power in the country.
Referring to dispersion
among Afghan politicians, Abdullah warned that the Taliban
would benefit from the situation.
He warned that countries
with evil intention would succeed if there is no national consensus in Afghanistan on how
to deal with the Taliban.

Pointing to reports of US
troops withdrawal from Afghanistan, the country’s chief executive said that part of the forces
would possibly lea ve, but it
would not mean “doomsday”,
adding that the burden of most
of fighting and maintaining of
security was on shoulders of
Afghan National Defense and
Security Forces (ANDSF).
However, chief executive
said there was a possibility that
the number of foreign forces
would decline but no such instructions have been given so
far. He added that the foreign
forces would one day leave Afghanistan and it was up to the
Afghans to prepare themselves
for such a scenario and the government should stand on its
own feet with the support of the
Afghan people. Chief executive
also by pointing to suggestion
of interim government said
those who are advancing the
idea believe that the possible
interim government’s leadership would be the same as it was
in post 2001. The Kabul Times

Attention to national identity in working
priority of MoIC, Minister Safi
KABUJL: Acting Minister of
Information and Culture Hasina Safi in a meeting yesterday
with governor of Maidan Wardak assured of the ministry’s attention to cultural sections of
the provinces.
In the meeting attended also
by a number of lawmakers,
members of provincial council,
elders and dignitaries of the
province, governor of Maidan
Wardak Abdul Yamin Muzafaruddin shared a range of problems and demands of the province with acting minister of information and culture.

He asked for establishment
of public libraries in Sayedabad, Jalriz and Behsud-e-Awal
districts, a cultural center as
well as a museum in the prov-

ince.
He also asked the ministry
for attention to historic and cultural heritages of the province.
Acting minister of informa-

tion and culture considered attention to the country’s historic heritages and culture possessions as main tasks of the ministry, saying that attention to
national identity of the country
was in working priority of the
ministry of information and
culture.
Hasina Safi promised that a
public library would be created
in the province in coming year,
assuring of the ministry’s attention to cultura l heritag es of
Maidan Wardak.
The Kabul Times

Afghan women’s six point
agenda for peace talks
Afghan Women’s Network
releasing a statement says Afghan women have historically
been on the right side of the
history, adding they have consistently sided with democracy
and social progress and have,
even when restricted by war and
misogyny, taken active part in
self-development and the development of the country. “They
have stood for elections, led
ministries, provided bulk of the
country’s schooling and healthcare, mothered generations
well, and they are the ones that
have broken taboos through
their art and activism – and in
doing so they have risked their
lives.”
According to the statement,
decades of factional wars, the
Taliban rule, and the losses sustained during the insurgency
and counter-insurgency have
left millions of Afghan women
widowed, children orphaned,
and men disabled. “We, Afghan
women, believe that no side in
these decades of war and conflict are winner, no man should
be proud of their legacy obtained
through violence. Genuine success is an immediate ceasefire,
and those that would make it
happen would have something
to be truly proud of,” the statement added.
“Most important of all, Afghan women have always been
peace makers, be it at home, the
community a nd nationally.
They have rarely utilized vio-

lence to reach their aims, even
when they were, in the course
of civil war, raped, killed, mutilated and made to leave their
homes.”
The statement went on saying that the male Afghan political actors and their international counterparts are talking
about negotiating peace in the
country. “We, women of Afghanistan, are very concerned about
this process. Through this statement, we are calling on all Afghan men involved in the peace
talks to adhere to the following:”
Do not change the political
order: The political order, that
the post-Taliban democracy has
created, has greatly empowered
Afghan women. Public institutions have provided employment
to women, educated them, given them skills, lowered their
mortality rates and have provid-

ed them with relative security.
Peace negotiated at the cost of
the democratic system, or divisions of state institutions such
as ministries between different
factions will not be acceptable
by the women of Afghanistan.
Democracy must not be up for
negotiation!
Do not compromise law and
order: The lawlessness that was
created when the Afghan army
and police were dismantled in
the wake of the Soviet departure in 1989 harmed Afghan
women massively. The dissolution of the Afghan armed forces
only pleased our adversaries, as
Nawaz Sharif famously a cknowledged the dissolution of
the Afghan armed forces as one
of the key achievements of the
Pakistani state.
Afghan men involved in negotiating peace must be clear

See P6
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Editorial
ANDSF; pride of our nation
During a ceremony held at the presidential palace the other day to appreciate special unit forces of the army who participated in a recent operation freeing 38 people from
a Taliban prison in southern Ghazni province, President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani said he would not accept a temporary
peace, challenging the insurgents to a face-to-face fight with
the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF).
The president went on saying that peace which could not
recognize the important role of the Afghan security and defense forces was not acceptable, adding no Afghan security
personnel fought for salary or privileges but for the country,
the system and the people.
President Ghani’s remarks had been referring to a video
issued by a senior Taliban member, and former head of the
Qatar office, Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai. In the video,
Stanikzai said once the US forces have withdrawn from Afghanistan, there would be no need for an army in the country.
Indeed, Afghans are proud of their ANDSF heroism and
our brave Afghan National Defense and Security Forces, being the real and strong protector of the country, have been
chasing terrorists across the country and rendering highest
number of sacrifices in war on terror. They are fighting terrorism not only for peace and stability in Afghanistan, but on
behalf of the whole humanity across the globe.
As peace efforts intensified by the US,and Afghan government, Taliban insurgents have time and again continued their
bloodshed campaign and violence against the Afghan people
and security forces across the country. They spared no effort
to disturb the Afghan people’s peaceful life and replied the
Afghans’ call for peace with violence and continued insurgency as well as expressed views which were contrary to the
national interest.
The heroic counter terrorism struggles of security and defense forces and cracking down the insurgents leave no place
for any concern. Despite complications of war in Afghanistan
and open and secret supports from terrorists in the region,
the Afghan security forces have been passing a dangerous
year but didn’t let the enemies of the country to achieve their
ominous goal in the country.
As per president’s remarks, the Afghan soldiers have shown
their bravery and gained national honor for the country
throughout the history and will do so in the future as well.
They must be paid enough heed and the life and dignity of
their families should be ensured forever.
The ongoing peace efforts shouldn’t be in such a way that
harm the achievements made in last 18 years as well as to
deteriorate the situation and pave the way for aliens to interfere in domestic affairs of Afghanistan. It is the time that Taliban give up insurgency and avoid unbiased comments against
the Afghan people and the government, rather help the peace
process andbring about safe and sound environment for the
war-suffered nation.
There is consensus among Afghan nation for a stable and
peaceful country as well as public supports existed for ANDSF
heroes. Taliban’s such irresponsible remarks won’t affect the
forces’ moral and their precious lives and blood won’t go in
vain rather they will ensure peace and stability for the nation,
if not now, in the future.
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Moscow should respect principle of
State to State relations
Available reports say that
the Russian government has
invited a number of Afghan politicians and a delegation of Taliban to Moscow to talk with
them. The Russian government
intends to sit influential Afghan
politicians and Taliban around
a table and this is what the Taliban want it.
The Taliban want to talks
and discuss Afghanistan political future with Afghan influential politicians and political parties not with the Afghan government. Invitation of Taliban and
Afghan politicians show that
Russia agrees with the Taliban
and wants to implement their
plan. But global and legal obligations of Russia as state require them to observe Afghan
government opinions and considerations.
No doubt that there are serious disagreements on talks
with Taliban between presidential palace and certain influential Afghan politicians. The presidential palace wants the Taliban to talk with the Afghan government as a state on political
future of the country. But due
to unknown reasons, certain
influential politicians have accepted Taliban plan and want to
talk with Taliban representa-

tives on future of the country.
These politicians have not
responded precisely this question that why the Afghan government don’t talk, while responsibility of war and peace is
the government obligation not
that of political parties and political figures.
In 2001, Afghanistan was in
different conditions. In that
time the Taliban government
was collapsed and Afghanistan
lacked a government. But this
time, Afghanistan owns a government in which all political
forces are present. So why the
government should not talk with
Taliban as representative of all
political forces and citizens of
the republic? If Taliban refuse
to accept it, why collective pressure is not exerted on them to
acknowledge the principle of
talks and share their roadmap
with the government.
Amid this situation, the Russian or every other government
is obliged to respect opinions
and considerations of the Afghan government as a legitimate state. According to international law, the Afghan government is a legitimate government. Russia officially recognizes the Afghan government
and has embassy in Kabul and

Afghanistan has diplomatic
presence in Moscow. Russia had
already confirmed presence of
the world community in UNSC
in Afghanistan for war on terror and government building.
The state to state principle of
relations requires that Russia
should respect opinions of the
Afghan government.
If the Afghan government
disagrees holding of any meeting in Moscow between some
Afghan politicians and Taliban
delegation the Russian, government is obliged to cancel it based
on recognized principle of intentional laws and relations.
No doubt, Russia suffers
great loss of continuation of war
in Afghanistan because continuation of war causes expansion
of terrorism and drug trafficking networks in Afghanistan.
Russia suffers from drugs trafficking and expansion of terrorism. Stability in Afghanistan
and improvement of government body is in benefit of Russia.
All countries of the world
have accepted that current war
in Afghanistan has political solution. Despite of these realities, ignoring of the Afghan government is a big mistake.
If the Russian government

could pave the way of talks between Taliban and the Afghan
government, all would welcome
it.
But ignoring of the Afghan
government and holding of a
meeting between political parties and Taliban in absence of
the Afghan government representative is an issue that Kabul
considers it unfriendly.
The Russians must listen
the considerations of the Afghan government, realize position of Kabul and approach it as
a legitimate government.
The Afghan government has
posed no threat to any central
Asian countries or Russia. Afghanistan accounts all central
Asian countries as her commercial and security partner.
The Afghan government has
never been an instrument at the
hands of anti-Russia powers.
The official bodies of the Russian government have never accused Kabul on charges of an
anti-Russian agenda.
Therefore, the Russian government should notice its international obligations and principle of State to State relations
and help to restore peace and
end the war in close coordination with Kabul.
The Kabul Times

Peace & stability in Afghanistan need
regional cooperation, experts
As peace efforts are underway in national and international levels, a number of presidential candidates and experts
stress on honestly cooperation
and consensus of regional countries for bringing peace and stability in the country.
President
M ohammad
Ashraf Ghani, who has also registered as presidential candidate, is seriously insisting on
his position regarding peace in
the country. “It is necessary
that the goal of lasting peace in
the country should be approved
by the people and peace should
be followed clearly and within
the will of the nation,” President Ghani said.
Mohammad HanifAtmar,
former national security advisor and currently presidential
candidate of the coming presidential elections, said he would
make use of all possible means
for maintaining peace in the

country, stressing tha t they
wanted intra-Afghan dialogue
to reach peace and stability in
the country.
Meanwhile, another presidential candidate and head of
Ahmad Shah Masoud Foundation Ahmad WaliMasoud has
informed of a comprehensive
program for bringing peace in
the country.
GulbuddinHekmatyar, leader of Hezb-e-Islami and candidate of upcoming presidential
elections, said unfortunately
peace still has not been maintained in Afghanistan despite of
continued efforts, stressing that
Taliban were asked to participate in upcoming presidential
election.
All presidential candidates
have various visions and programs for maintaining peace in
the country. Their visions regarding peace have come at a
time when regional consensus

has been made in connection
with maintaining peace in Afghanistan as all regional countries are insisting on the Afghan-led and Afghan-owned
peace process.
Meanwhile, a number of Afghan political experts say all
sides involved in Afghanistan
issues should make use of all
possible means to convince the
Taliban group to hold direct
peace talks with Afghanistan
government.
“All world and regional
countries know that no peace
efforts will give results as long
as direct peace talks not take
place between Afghanistan government and the Taliban
group,” an Afghan political expert on regional affairs Amin
Khpalwak said, stressing that
Taliba n should enter direct
peace talks with Afghanistan
government as peace talks with
others will not give any positive

results at all.
Khapalwak further said that
Taliban could not reach their
goals through killing Afghans,
adding that the only way to
reach their goals, they should
choose to hold direct talks with
Afghanistan government as
continued war in the country
had no Islamic or religious legitimacy.
Jamal Farahmand, another
political expert, believes no processes can find solution for continued war in the country if followed without presence of Afghanistan government; therefore, serious efforts should be
made that the process should be
led and owned by Afghans.
Recent peace efforts have
increased hopes among Afghans
who believe that efforts which
are underway in national and
international levels will finally help bring peace in the country. Suraya Raiszada

I wish he couldn’t
rise his head from
prostration

���������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

Twitter.com/thekabultimes

Peace efforts to give no results if
Afghanistan government excluded
Former US special envoy for
Afghanistan and Pakistan and
Rand Corporation Research
Center expert James Dobbins
says reconciliation and seriousness of all sides involved in Afghanistan issues need for maintaining peace and stability in the
country.
According to Dobbins, US
and Zalmay Khalilzad are working for maintaining lasting
peace in Afghanistan and making effort to bring the Taliban
group to negotiating table with
Afghanistan government.
Former US special representative for Afghanistan and
Pakistan has said the deal between the US and the Taliban
group is a hopeful sign that negotiations can begin, but warns
the process has a number of
chasms to cross.
“First is the Taliban willing
to talk to the Afghan government and stop fighting while
they do it,” said Dobbins.
“Secondly, will the negotiations with the Afghan government succeed in reaching agreement on some new arrang ements for governing Afghanistan. And thirdly, will that
agreement be implemented. I
don’t think the US can leave
until all of that has been accomplished.”

Dobbins was Ambassador to
the European Union and is a senior fellow and distinguished
chair in Diplomacy and Security at the RAND Corporation.
He also served during the
Obama administration’s as a
special representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan.
“We started negotiating
with the Taliban in 2010 but it’s
been very intermittent,” said
Dobbins.
“Largely because we kept
insisting that the Taliban needed to also talk to the Afghan government and they have consistently refused to do so. If they
continue to refuse to do so then
this agreement won’t mean anything either.”
The remarks by former US
special representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan come
after US special peace envoy for
Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad
completed the fourth round of
peace talks with representatives
of the Taliban group in Doha.
Khalilzad has said there were
complexities towards peace in
Afghanistan, in the region and
world.
Stressing on intra-Afghani
dialogues to reach peace in Afghanistan, Khalilzad said there
was still no consensus and single vision in connection with

peace in Afghanistan, but President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani
has said Taliban has no legitimacy at all, adding the source
of legitimacy was the open determination of the nation.
Meanwhile, head of Afghanistan New Studies and Reviews
Center Abdullah Hewad says
current peace efforts won’t be
effective until US does not work
on a mechanism with Afghanistan in connection with peace
and stability in the country.
“US should first talk to Afghanistan regarding mechanism about peace. Secondly, consultation should be followed
with Afghans for peace talks
with the Taliban group and later on US should hold peace talks
with the Taliban,” Hewad said.
He considered current peace
mechanism of regional countries as wrong, adding that US
has ignored the people and government of Afghanistan in current peace talks held between
US officials and representatives
of the Taliban group.
Afghanistan government
has repeatedly insisted on its
position regarding peace, saying that the country’s peace efforts should be led and owned
by Afghans, or the efforts would
not be effective at all.
Lailuma Noori

‘I have the right to live’

War, poverty and illiteracy
are the causes that force most
children to resort to heavy jobs
and be deprived of all joys and
privilege of childhood.
Nabi, 10 who works in a
Metal works in Kabul, said his
father was an ANA soldier for
long time and has been paralyzed due to a mine explosion.
He is the only son and breadwinner of his family, I asked
Nabi what is his biggest dream?
Smiling disappointedly, “I
want to attend school and become a pilot”, he replied.
According to Child Rights
convention of 1989, a child has
been defined as an individual
under 18. Based on the 1st article of this convention, all individuals under 18 are called
child. Like Nabi, thousands children are involved in working in
their early years.
Afghan children have to
work over 16 hours in 24 ours.
They should work until late
nights a research showed and
added that for instance those
children who are involved in
selling of food like soup or Berger. The findings of this research
show that most working children are boys while only 35 pc
are girls who are mainly involved in carpet weaving, tailoring in their homes.

The 49th article of Afghanistan constitution has forbidden
forcing of children to work.
Heavy works affect children in
adolescence and oldness. These
unpleasant impa cts include
their improper growing, creation of waist and backbone
problems etc.
Most children don’t use safety clothes during working with
sharp or fire producing instruments that sometimes result in
cutting of their hands are legs,
paralyse, advanced burns on different parts of their bodies. Lifting of heavy objects also strongly impact their backbones.
Jawed, 14, hospitalized in a
Kabul hospitals one of because
his hands was seriously burned
and Doctors had to cut it.
I asked Jawed what had happened to him?
With a painful voice and tearful eyes and while he himself
didn’t believe “I was working in
a brick kiln in the vicinity of
Kabul. Every early morning I
had attended my workplace. My
master was a good man but a
little nervous. One day when I
was carrying oven dried bricks,
suddenly, my hand caught fire
and I was unconscious and when
I was conscious, I understood
that I am in a hospital and my
hand has been cut. I murmured

with myself when and how this
happened to me and how about
my destiny? He answered. Thus
Jawed is another victim of hard
works.
Absolute majority of working children are deprivedof
school and education because
they lack time and don’t afford
to supply pen, pencil, notebook…. Etc.
A number of children who
despite of economic problem
attend school, should be encouraged by their teachers and must
not be disgraced.
Domestic and foreign psychologists believe that childhood period is one of the very
important times in every individuals life and according to
psychologists, this period plays
great role for personality building of everybody.
When deprived and poor children grow older, due to shortages during childhood, they resort
to illegal works likerubbery,
murder, drugs, abduction,
trafficking…etc.
The Ministry of Labor and
Social Affairs and also children
support Fund have failed to undertake effective measures to
remove or at least decrease
these problems.
Raihana Farkhonda
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Denmark supports improving food
security and nutrition in Afghanistan
The Kingdom of Denmark
through the Royal Danish Embassy in Kabul and the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) ha ve
joined forces to provide emergency assistance to more than
142,000 drought-affected vulnerable livestock herders and
pastoralists and their families
in six of the worst drought-affected provinces of Afghanistan.
The six provinces are Ghor,
Badghis, Herat, Kandahar, Helmand, and Daikundi.
Under this project, vulnerable livestock herders in areas
hardest hit by drought will receive high-quality animal feed
as well as fodder crop seed, so
they can protect and sustain
their animals during the harsh
winter. To keep animals free
from parasites, the herders will
also receive deworming medicines to control internal parasites.
These interventions will
achieve multiple goals, including improving livestock production, boosting food security, and
strengthening people's livelihoods.
As part of this assistance, the
herders will also receive training on animal husbandry and
livestock management, including feeding regimens, sustainable grazing manag ement,
drought mitigation techniques,
fodder conservation, de-worming and other treatments for
common animal health problems.

The project will be implemented by FAO in close collaboration with the Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation, and
Livestock (MAIL). The project
is supported by the Government
of theKingdom of Denmark,
which has provided funding of
USD 3million for its implementation. Danish Ambassador
to Afghanistan, H.E. Nicolaj
Peterson, said: I am very pleased
to announce Danish support of
USD 3 million to improving
food security and nutrition in
Afghanistan. Denmark together with other donors are joining efforts to respond to the

emergency needs of population
affected by drought in Afghanistan. This support will contribute to meeting the humanitarian needs of vulnerable livestock
herders and pastoralists and
their families.
“This response needs to begin immediately, because so
many animals are suffering
from poor nutrition and are in
immediate need of feed to survive,” said Rajendra Aryal, FAO
Representative in Afghanistan.
”Our first priority is to identify
the most vulnerable livestockreliant herders who are in dire
need of assistance, to take ac-

tion to protect their animals.”
A recent Emergency Food
Security Assessment has suggested that 48 percent of pastoralists have experienced high
rates of livestock mortality and
reduced livestock productivity as
a consequence of drought. Herders reported major and extensive damage to pastureland, resulting in reduced, poor or no
fodder for livestock. This has led
to a deterioration in the health
and productivity of the animals,
with deaths and increased distress sales of core breeding
stocks across the country.
Monitoring Desk

‘Overseas Filipino workers in
Afghanistan may lose jobs’
More than 2,000 Filipinos
working inside the two large
bases of the United States in
Bagram and Kandahar in Afghanistan could lose their jobs
if Washington withdraws some
14,000 US troops in the Taliban-infested country.
In his third year in office,
US President Donald J. Trump
has expressed an eagerness to
withdraw his country’s forces,
which make up 14,000 of the
17,000 foreign troops there.
The war in Afghanistan has
dragged on for 17 years. Recruitment and migration consultant
Emmanuel Geslani noted that
in an effort to wind down the
conflict, the US engaged the
Taliban in peace talks. The two
sides discussed the withdrawal
of foreign troops.
In a Bloomberg report, the
US and the insurgent group
struck “agreements in principle on a couple of very important issues” during talks in

Qatar, Zalmay Khalilzad, the
Trump administration’s special
envoy on Afghan reconciliation,
said in a news statement. That
includes a Taliban pledge not
to allow terrorists to use Afghanistan as a base, the withdrawal of US and Nato forces, a
cease-fire and direct AfghanTaliban talks. Another meeting
is set for February.
Filipinos have been working
in war-ravaged Afghanistan
since 2003, when most of them
were transferred there by international contractors from Iraq.
Many were also able to get into
Afghanistan using Dubai and
Kuwait as jump-off points.
The Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration
(POEA) considers these workers as undocumented.
“Every time they would
come home to the country for a
brief vacation, like every six
months, their return to Afghanistan was a painful financial

loss,” Geslani said.
Overseas Filipino workers
(OFWs) in Afghanistan increased to more than 10,000 as
more American troops were deployed by US President Barack
Obama and troops from 50 other nations joined them to fight
the Taliban.
In 2011 OFWs in Afghanistan were granted documentary privileges by the POEA to allow them to continue working
in that country when the US
military threa tened to kick
them out, but then- President
Benigno S. Aquino III issued an
executive order legalizing their
stay.
Some 400 Filipinos are also
working in Kabul for international organizations, including
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the US
Agency for International Development and the International
Red Cross.
Most of these OFWs are in-

side the “Green Zone” which
cannot be penetrated by Taliban
suicide bombers. OFWs also
travel with armed convoys.
The US has been in Afghanistan after terrorists attacked
the World Trade Center in New
York in 200 1. US President
George W. Bush ordered the
military to invade Afghanistan
and pursue Osama bin Laden,
the brains behind the attack,
who was killed by US Special
Forces in 2014.
After bin Laden’s death,
Obama started the withdrawal
process while the US and its
Nato-led allies marked the official conclusion of their combat mission in Afghanistan in
2014. Obama agreed to leave
behind 10,000 US forces to train
the Afghan Army. OFWs had to
return to the country as international contractors who hired
them stopped doing business
with the US military.
businessmirror
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Artillery attacks leaves 14
militants dead in Zabul
QALAT CITY: As many as
14 anti-government militias
were killed following artillery
raids launched by Afghan security forces on Taliban hideouts
in southern Zabul province last
night.
The terrorists have been tar-

geted in various parts of Shah
Joy and Arghandab districts of
the province.
Senior commander of Afghan national army in the south
of the country told BNA correspondent, 14 armed oppositions
were killed and six others were

wounded during the artillery
attacks.
According to another report,
Afghan security forces by discovering and confiscating eight
round of different types of mines
succeeded to prevent several
bloodiest incidents in crowded

areas of Zabul province.
Taliban militants are responsible for the mine planting
that the mines have been discovered by cooperation of local
people.
The Kabul Times

Drinking water provided for
hundreds of families in Ghor
GHOR: Three irrigational
network were put into exploitation in Ghor province yesterday.
Mohammad Yaqoob Raheq

Marine head of Ghor province
told BNA correspondent, the
network have been built by the
World Bank assistance in Fer-

ozkho district of Ghor and villages of Sang Qeshqh , Shineh
, Doulena district.
He added, with construction

of the networks, the potable
water of hundreds of families
have been provided.
The Kabul Times

2 senior officials detained
for taking bribes
JALALABAD: Two highranking officials have been arrested on charges of taking
bribes and involvement in embezzlement in eastern Nangarhar province, the governor’s
spokesman said on Monday.
Attaullah Khogyani told Pajhwok Afghan News the general manager of the documentation and communications at the
governor’s office, Baseer Ahmad, was detained red-handed
while taking $1,000 in bribe.
The detainee was referred
to the attorney general office in

compliance orders from Governor Hayatullah Hayat. Ahmad
had sought the bribe from Imtiaz Khan, promising to expedite the process of issuing him
with a permit for setting up a
fuel station.
Khogyani said Baseer Ahmad was detained in the presence of prosecutors and the
crime branch police personnel
late on Sunday. The fuel station documents had been signed
by the governor three days back
and the manager wanted to take
advantage of it a nd collect

$1,000 from Imtiaz.
Zabit Khan, head of martyr
family affairs at the governor’s
house, was also arrested for taking bribes from relatives of the
injured and martyred from
Achin district in return for registration.
He said the applicant registered a complaint against Zabit
Khan and the crime branch police personnel and prosecutors
had been directed to initiate legal proceedings against the detainee.
Pajhwok

Welfare projects put into
exploitations in Samangan
AIBAK Eleven Civic Program welfare projects were put
into exploitation in Samangan
province.
According to BNA local correspondent, the projects included, construction of agricultural

water canal and 707 meters of
protection wall have been constructed with budget of rural
rehabilitation and development
ministry in Khoram Sarbagh
district at the cost of 30 million
Afghani. According to the

source, approximately 2800
families were benefited from
facilities of the projects. A number of residents in the mentioned district expressed their
pleasure in cultivating of their
water canals. The Kabul Times

Salang pass again closed for
traffic after snowstorms
PUL-I-KHUMRI : The
strategic Salang pass, linking Kabul with northern
parts of the country, has
been closed for traffic as a
result of heavy snowfall
and snowstorms, an official
said on Monday.
Abdul Basir Habibi, the
highway’s maintenance
commander, told Pajhwok
Afghan News the road had
to be closed due to heavy
snowstorms since the Sunday night.
Habibi added some passengers were stranded in
the northern part of the
tunnel but were rescued. In
the winter, travelling the
highway is dangerous for
passengers due to heavy
snow and cold weather.
(Pajhwok)

Drug dealer arrested
in Nangarhar
JALALABAD: Man with
consignment of narcotic drug
detained in Nangarhar province
yesterday.
The man has been arrested
with consignment of narcotic
drug from suburb of Jalalabad
city.
Ataullah Khogyani spokesman for Nangarhar governor
told BNA, 30 kg of hashish were
seized from the man.
He added, the arrested man
using a truck wanted to transfer the drug to Marcco bazaar.
The Kabul Times
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Pak captive market of Afghanistan
glides to Iran, India
Pakistan has virtually sustained mammoth blow in exports to Afghanistan by 41.57
percent, unfolds the latest data
available to The News.
The exports to Afghanistan
has drastically tumbled to just
$1.4 billion in 2018-19 from $2.6
billion in 2010-11 showing how
fast Pakistan is losing its one
and only captive market from
its influence.
Pakistan’s this captive market has massively slipped to Iran
and India mainly on account of
the frequent closures of trade
borders between Pakistan and
Afghanistan and escalating diplomatic tensions.
However, year on year basis,
according to the latest trade
data of Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration, Iran’s
exports to Afghanistan have increased to $2.8 billion and out
of which in first ten months financial year of Iran the exports
to Afghanistan have climbed to
$2 billion as of June 20, 2019.
However, Iranian exports to Afghanistan in 2011 stood at $1.88
billion which now has risen to
whooping $2.88 billion with
surge of $1 billion in exports,
says UN COMTRADE database
on international trade.
And currently Iran holds 22
percent share ($2.5 billion) of
Afghanistan’s $11.5 billion consumer market. Pakistan’s export which once in 2010-11 stood
at $2.6 billion has alarmingly
decreased to $1.4 billion showing the bitter fact that Iran has

snatched the Pakistan captive
market to a large extent. The
official said that closure of trade
borders between Pakistan and
Afghanistan in the wake of terror activities in Pakistan has
provided the opportunity to Iran
to make inroads in Afghanistan
market. “The diplomatic tensions between the two countries
have also forced landlocked
country to diversify its import
regime.”
“If we look at Indo-Afghanistan trade,” the official said, “In
2010, the exports from India to
Afghanistan stood at just $115.6
million and the trade between
the two states is also growing
up which currently stands at $1
billion out of which India’s exports to Afghanistan stand at
$873 million showing that the
export from India has increased
by 655 percent. However, both
the countries have shown the
commitment to grow the trade
between them up to $2 billion
by 2020. Currently India is trading with Afghanistan through
Chabahar port in Iran and two
air cargo routes linking New
Delhi and Mambai to Kabul.
The senior official at commerce ministry said that Pakistan’s exports to Afghanistan
witnessed a mammoth decline
due to the decrease in aggregate
demand as a result of withdrawal of Nato forces from Afghanistan, increasing trust deficit,
worsening law and order situation, frequent closures of the
Pak-Afghan border and diver-

sion of Afghan trade to Iran.
More importantly Afghanistan
which is a landlocked country
has diversified its import regime and started importing
items from other neighbouring
countries reducing the import
reliance on Pakistan because of
the rise in trust deficit.
Prime Minister Imran Khan
has recently directed the relevant authorities to make necessary arrangements for keeping
the Torkham border crossing
between Pakistan and Afghanistan operational round the clock
within next 6 months to boost
bilateral trade ties between the
two countries. According to the
details, Pakistan exported the
items valuing $1.271 billion to
Afghanistan in 2016-17 as compared to exports of worth $2.6
billion in 2011-12. However, the
bilateral trade was in 2011-12
at $2.6 billion which has now
squeezed to just $1.4 billion.
Interestingly, the imports
from Afghanistan have grown up
to $414 million which stood at
$199 million in 2011-12 whereas Pakistan exports have dwindled by 41.57 percent.
Pakistan often exports cereals and cereal preparations
(wheat & wheat flour), raw sugar and refine rice, cement, petroleum products such as kerosene type jet fuel other than JP1 and JP-4, potatoes other than
seeds, vegetables and vegetable
preparations, medical and pharmaceutical products, edible
brassicas other than cauliflow-

ers. Kabul administration is
heavily under the influence of
India and has started importing
items from other countries despite the fact that the cost of
importing f rom Pakistan is
much less than that the importing cost from other neighbouring countries, but Afghanistan
has done this reducing the reliance on Pakistan.
As far as the document unfolds, the progress on trilateral
transit trade among Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan is
concerned, Kabul administration has emerged as stumbling
block in the way of the finalisation of the accord. Kabul wants
to link it with trade with India
through Wagha boarder. Kabul
also wants to include in the trilateral transit trade agreement.
Pakistan deems the demand of
Kabul unjustified as the trilateral transit agreement will become the quadrilateral accord.
Afghanistan further, the
document divulges, wanted the
market access to India and
Saarc countries through Wagha
border and to open Wagha border for Indian goods to reach
Afghanistan. Pakistan says that
inclusion of India in the proposed agreement will altogether change contours of the agreement and scope by providing direct land link with Afghanistan
and to rest of Central Asian
States and even beyond eroding
Pakistan’s commercial and strategic competitiveness in the region. The News

Silence over rights’ activist
death in Pakistan
Barring the exception of the
Pakistan People’s Party, the
country’s political leadership
has remained silent over the
suspicious circumstances surrounding the death of Ibrahim
Arman Loni, a Pashtun rights
activist.This is condemnable,
particularly on the part of the
ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).
Loni was a senior leader of
civil rights group Pashtun
Tahaffuz Movement. He and
others had staged a sit-in in
Loralai against unabated incidents of violence in the region
as well as alleged attempts by
the authorities to force locals
to vacate their homes and leave
the area in the wake of the January 29 attack on the office complex of the Zhob Range DIG that
claimed nine lives, including
that of three policemen, according to Daily Times.
The protest had just ended
when, according to MNA
Mohsin Dawar, a police team
raided the site and tried to arrest Loni and others. In the ensuing confrontation, the police
party allegedly resorted to violence, leading to Loni’s death.
Early last year, PTM had
emerged as a movement of
young Pashtun activists, including Loni, after the extrajudicial
killing of NaqeebullahMehsud.
These youngsters have since
organized multiple gatherings,
where they have put forth their
grievances, some of which concern alleged excesses committed by state personnel. It is unfortunate for this country that
even after the passage of a year,
the elected leadership has made
no serious efforts to engage
these youngsters in a dialogue.
Two PTM leaders who have
made it to the Pakistani National Assembly are frequently seen
as raising their voice on extrajudicial killings and alleged
highhandedness of security and
law enforcement personnel

during raids among other issues. However, neither the ruling party nor the mainstream
opposition is ever seen making
a concerted effort to engage with
them. The policeman accused of
extra judicially killing Naqeebullah has yet to be indicted of
charges.
In these circumstances, the
death of a senior member of the
civil rights group was not an
occasion that should have been
treated lightly by the elected
leadership. By Sunday evening,
Pakistan Peoples Party chairman Bilalwal Bhutto Zardari
was the only mainstream politician to have expressed his condolences to the aggrieved family and to condemn the suspicious circumstances surrounding Loni’s death. No one from
the central leadership of the
PTI or the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) came

forward with a similar statement.
This has rightly enraged
many on social media platforms,
including Pashtun youngsters
who have complained that alleged excesses of law enforcement agencies are noticed when
they take place in cities of the
Punjab or urban Sindh, but not
when committed in Baloch or
Pashtun populated remote areas of Balochistan and KhyberPukhtunkhwa. The elected
leadership must understand
that the burden to prove this
perception as incorrect lies on
them. They have expressed extreme insensitivity and lack of
empathy by not having noticed
the incident. They must not
waste any more time, and order
an inquiry which must be to the
satisfaction of the aggrieved
party.
The policemen accused of

the crime must be suspended
until the inquiry has been completed. Notice must also be taken of attempts by state personnel to prevent PTM leaders
from attending Loni’s funeral
prayer on Sunday. These are
the bare minimum efforts the
elected leadership needs to undertake to restore its trust in
the eyes of all those who are
grieving the loss of the activist’s
life.
The absolute lack of coverage of events surrounding Loni’s death by the electronic
media is also highly condemnable. It has once again raised
serious question marks over the
integrity of TV journalism as
well as the claims of a free press
by Information Minister Fawad
Chaudhry. How can a free press
ignore the death of an activist
allegedly from police assault?
Monitoring Desk

Trump calls for keeping
troops in Iraq to watch Iran

President Trump plans to
keep United States troops in Iraq
to monitor and maintain pressure on neighboring Iran, committing to an American military
presence in the region’s war
zones even as he moves to withdraw forces from Syria and Afghanistan.
“I want to be able to watch
Iran,” Trump said in an
interview a ired Sunday on
CBS’s “Face the Na tion.”
“We’re going to keep watching
and we’re going to keep seeing
and if there’s trouble, if somebody is looking to do nuclear
weapons or other things, we’re
going to know it before they
do.”
Trump’s comments come as
the United States has quietly
been negotiating with Iraq for
weeks to allow perhaps hundreds of American commandos
and support troops now operating in Syria to shift to bases in
Iraq and strike the Islamic State
from there. Military leaders are
seeking to maintain pressure on
the militant group as the president fundamentally reorders
policy toward Syria and toward
Afghanistan, where peace talks
with the Taliban are underway.
But senior American officers and diplomats said Trump’s
comments could undercut the
delicate negotiations in Iraq
by inflaming fears among the
Iraqis that the moves would be
a guise to check Iran, potentially straining ties with Baghdad
and weakening the ability of the
United States to respond to Islamic State remnants in Syria.
If the Americans try to bring
more troops to Iraq, said Jawad
al-Musawi, a member of Parliament, “there will be an escalation in the opposition to them.”
“There is distrust of the
American government — even
if they say they are coming to
protect us against Daesh,” he
said, using the Arabic word for
the Islamic State, “the real reason they will be coming is to hit
Iran.”
To maintain a military mission in Syria despite Trump’s
order to withdraw troops from
the country, a plan has gained
momentum within the Pentagon to use small teams of Special Operations forces to strike
the Islamic State, as well as to
continue airstrikes and resupplying allied Kurdish fighters.
Senior American officers recently visited several Ira qi
bases, including Erbil and Al
Asad Air Base as well as smaller ones closer to the Syrian border, to determine if existing
America n operations there
could be expanded with troops
shifting in from Syria, two United States officials said. Another
American officer visited at least
one Iraqi base near the Iranian
border, a Kurdish politician
said.
Col. Sean Ryan, a spokesman for the American-led coalition in Baghdad, said in an
email that he had no information about the base visits.
A meeting in late January
of the National Security Council’s “deputies committee” —
the No. 2 leaders of national
security departments and agencies — recommended allowing
the Syrian Democratic Forces,
a coalition of Kurdish and Arab

fighters, to keep the equipment
the Pentagon has provided them
and for an American-led air
campaign to continue airstrikes
to defend them against the Islamic State, according to two senior American officials.
Any new basing arrangements would require Iraqi approval. The overall assistance
proposal endorsed by the deputies committee still requires
cabinet-level
approval.
But during his visit to Iraq in
late December, Trump signaled
his support for basing more
commandos in Iraq to “prevent
an ISIS resurgence.”
The strike teams are among
the options in a new, evolving
strategy for Syria that the Pentagon is developing as officials
follow the order Mr. Trump gave
in December to withdraw some
2,0 00
troops.
Defense
Secretary Jim
Mattis
resigned soon after that, largely because of Mr. Trump’s decision to overrule his senior advisers and withdraw the troops.
The Pentagon says it is in
the process of complying with
Mr. Trump’s withdrawal order,
after commanders persuaded
him to reverse his initial demand to pull out in 30 days in
favor of a schedule of about four
months. “We are on a deliberate, coordinated, disciplined
withdrawal,” Patrick M. Shanahan, the acting defense secretary, told reporters last week.
The American military has
started withdrawing some
equipment, but not yet troops,
officials said on Sunday. The
number of American troops in
Syria has actually increased in
recent weeks to more than 3,000
— a standard practice to bring
in additional security and logistics troops temporarily to help
protect and carry out the process of pulling out — three Defense Department officials said.
The scope and pace of withdrawal were one of the topics
discussed when Gen. Joseph L.
Votel, the head of the Pentagon’s Central Command, convened his top commanders and
civilian advisers in Doha, Qatar, in late January. Many details have yet to be worked out,
but under the current planning,
the Kurdish and Arab fighters
would be permitted to keep
American-supplied weapons for
self-defense, a nod to military
threats from Turkish officials
who consider the Kurds an enemy, a senior American official
said.
Genera l Votel will most
likely face questions about the
Syria
withdrawal
from
lawmakers, many of whom have
expressed alarm at Trump’s
plans, at a hearing on Tuesday
of the Senate Armed Services
Committee.
Meantime, several factions
in the Iraqi Parliament plan to
push a measure that would
strictly limit the United States’
military activities in the country, including where American
soldiers can circulate and how
long they can stay.
The issue brings together
Shiite parties who do not like
Americans, most notably the
one led by the radical cleric
Moktada al-Sadr. That group
now has the largest bloc of votes,
with Shiite parties that have

strong links to Iran and that are
associated with armed groups
known collectively as the Hashid.
While the measure is still
in the planning stages, the parliamentary party representing
Mr. al-Sadr announced about a
week ago that it would put the
issue on Parliament’s legislative agenda for March, and the
party’s lawmakers have begun
discussing the idea with other
parliamentary blocs.
Joining with the Sadr faction is the Fateh coalition,
whose members include political representatives of the mostly Shiite Muslim armed groups
that sprang up when the Islamic State invaded northern Iraq
in 2014. Some of these armed
factions have close ties to Iran
and initially were partially
funded and supplied by Iran.
Today, however, all the Iraqi
armed groups are legal and paid
by the Iraqi government and say
they have merged their command structure.
Mr. Trump’s comments
in the CBS interview echoed his
administration’s
previous
claims that Iran is cheating on
the spirit of the 2015 nuclear
agreement from which the United States has withdrawn, an assertion contradicted in an American intelligence assessment
last week that concluded that
Iran is not, for now, taking steps
necessary to make a bomb.
In an apparent reference to
Al Asad Air Base in western
Iraq, which Mr. Trump visited
during a whirlwind trip to the
country in late December, the
president said in the CBS interview that the United States
has “an unbelievable and expensive military base built in
Iraq” that is “perfectly situated
for looking at all over different
parts of the troubled Middle
East.”
In fact, American forces operate from several Iraqi bases
across the country, with most of
the roughly 5,200 troops based
at Al Asad or in Erbil in northern Iraq.
Iraq is the one war zone
where Mr. Trump has not promised a rapid withdrawal of
troops. Late last year, just before his visit to the country, Mr.
Trump declared victory over the
Islamic State — a conclusion
American intelligence agencies
have since contradicted as premature.
“We have won against
ISIS,” he said in a video posted
on Twitter on Dec. 19, catching
many off guard. “Our boys, our
young women, our men —
they’re all coming back, and
they’re coming back now.”
Since then the American-led
coalition has significantly escalated its bombing campa ign
against the last remnants of the
group. Pentagon officials say
they want to inflict as much
damage as possible before the
drawdown starts. The coalition
carried out about 1,200 strikes
in Syria in January, compared
with 952 in December and 639
in November, according to military statistics.
The last die-hard fighters
are hunkered down in two villages, or about 1.5 square miles
of territory, along the Euphrates
River near Syria’s border with
Iraq. Mr. Shanahan said last
week that those last shards of
territory will be seized “within
a couple weeks.”
Mr. Trump’s spy chiefs
warned him last week in public
testimony that the Islamic State
will remain extremely dangerous.
“While ISIS is nearing territorial defeat in Iraq and Syria, the group has returned to its
guerrilla warfare roots while
continuing to plot attacks and
direct its supporters worldwide,”
Dan Coats, the director of national intelligence, told the
Senate Intelligence Committee. NYTimes
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Trump sees 'good chance' of North
Korea deal in second Kim summit
Donald Trump has said he
sees a "good chance" of reaching a deal with North Korea on
denuclearisation, as senior US
and South Korean officials met
to discuss an upcoming second
summit between the US president and North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un.
In an interview with CBS'
Face the Nation programme on
Sunday, Trump said the date

I'm looking forward to it."
The Trump-Kim summit is
expected to take place at the end
of February, with Vietnam seen
as the most likely venue.
The two leaders' first meeting last June in Singapore produced a vaguely worded document in which Kim pledged to
work towards "the denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula ". But progress has since

and venue of the upcoming
summit had been agreed and
would likely be announced before or during his State of the
Union address on Tuesday.
"The meeting is set,"
Trump said.
"He's looking forward to it.

stalled with the two sides disagreeing over the interpretation
of their agreement.
Dan Coats, the US director
of national intelligence, told
Congress this week that "North
Korea is unlikely to give up all
of its nuclear weapons and pro-

Iran marks space
day, plans building
advanced satellites
Ira n ha s stressed the
peaceful nature of its space
program, denying there is
any connection between its
satellite launches and the
na tional missile defense
program.
The remarks by Minister of Information and Communications Technology
Mohammad Javad Azari
Jahromi came on the occasion of the National Space
Technology Day.
Addressing a ceremony
in Tehran, Azari Jahromi
dismissed the West attributing military aspects to Iran’s
civil space program, including its satellite launches.
The minister said two interna tional organizations
have monitored Iran’s space
program and confirmed its
peaceful nature.
Iran's space industry is
facing US sanctions but the
Islamic Republic has managed to overcome them by
relying on domestic capabilities and capacities, Azari
Jahromi said.
The US, he said, is trying to disrupt the program,
while the Europeans are refusing to cooperate with Iran
in the field.
“Iran is seeking further
cooperation with other countries within the framework
of space diplomacy as the
country pursues a peaceful
space technology,” he added.
Iran, Azari Jahromi said,
is using space technology to
improve the lives of its citizens and other people across
the board. In this regard, the
country regards sanctions
not a threat, but and opportunity for development, he
added.
As an example, the minister cited the satellite Mesbah which Iran built in collaboration with Italy's Carlo Gavazzi Space SpA in
1998 but which took more
than 10 years to launch by
Europe. Presstv

duction capabilities".
That analysis runs against
the position of the president,
who once more argued in Sunday's interview that "there's
also a very good chance that we
will make a deal."
"I think he's also tired of
going through what he's going
through," said Trump, referring to the international sanctions pressing on Kim's government.
"He has a chance to have
North Korea be a tremendous
economic behemoth," Trump
added. "He can't do that with
nuclear weapons and he can't
do that on the path they're on
now."
"I like him. I get along with
him great," Trump, who once
mocked the North Korean leader as "Rocket Man" on a suicide mission" said. "We have a
fantastic chemistry."
Asked about the possibility
of the US pulling troops out of
South Korea as it negotiates
with Pyongyang, Trump doubled
down on remarks by Stephen
Biegun, the US envoy on North
Korea who this week denied any
such plans. AFP

European nations recognise
Guaido as Venezuela's leader
Venezuela has plunged into
a major political crisis amid a
growing row over President
Nicolas Maduro's future as the
country's leader.
Maduro started a second
term on January 10 following a
widely-boycotted election last

year that many foreign governments refused to recognise.
On January 23, Juan Guaido
, the leader of the oppositioncontrolled National Assembly,
declared himself interim president.
Shortly after Guaido took
an oath swearing himself in
before his supporters, US President Donald Trump publicly
recognised him as the country's
leader. In response, Maduro
broke off diplomatic ties with
the United States and gave the
America n diplomats in the
country 72 hours to leave.
Maduro accused Guaido of
staging a coup and ordered his
arrest.
Russia has critcised what it
said were attempts to interfere
in Venezuela's domestic affairs
after major European countries
recognised Juan Guaido as the
South American country's interim leader.
"Attempts to legitimise
usurped power" constituted
"interference in Venezuela's
internal affairs," President
Vladimir Putin's spokesman

Dmitry Peskov told reporters on
Monday.
Such interference, he added, could not facilita te the
"peaceful, effective and lasting
settlement of the crisis the Venezuelans are going through".
Peskov reiterated Moscow's

position that only the people of
Venezuela could solve the crisis "which they should get
through on their own".
France, Germany, Austria,
Sweden and Denmark ha ve
joined Britain and Spain in recognising Venezuela's opposition leader Juan Guaido as interim president of the South
American country.
The coordinated move from
the major European nations
came after the expiry of an eightday deadline they set last weekend for President Nicolas Maduro to call a new presidential
vote.
In a Twitter post on Monday,
French President Emmanuel
Macron said his country recognises Guaido as an "acting president to implement an electoral process".
Ang ela Merkel, German
chancellor, during a visit to Japan said Guaido, who heads the
opposition-led National Assembly, "is the legitimate interim
president".
Aljazeera

Nayib Bukele has declared victory in El Salvador's presidential elections after preliminary results showed him defeating the
candidates of the two traditional parties that have long dominated the country's polarised politics.
"At this moment, we can announce with complete certainty that we have won the presidency of El Salvador in the first round," the
37-year-old, a former San Salvador mayor, told a press conference on Sunday evening.
"We made history," added Bukele, calling supporters to celebrate in Morazan Plaza in San Salvador's historic centre, one of the
flagship revitalisation projects during his tenure as mayor of the capital.
With 87.67 percent of votes counted, Bukele was leading the race with 53.78 percent, exceeding the 50 percent threshold required
to avoid a runoff.
His main rival, Carlos Calleja, of the conservative Nation Republican Alliance (ARENA), was second with 31.62 percent.
Ex-Foreign Minister Hugo Martinez, of the ruling left-wing Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN), trailed in at
third place with 13.77 percent. Aljazeera
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Erdogan says Turkey has
maintained contacts with Damascus

Turkey has maintained lowlevel contact with the Syrian
government, President Tayyip
Erdogan said on Sunday, even
though Ankara has supported
rebels who fought for years to
topple President Bashar al-Assad.
Erdogan has described Assad
as a terrorist and said several
times during Syria’s eight-year
conflict that the Syrian leader
must go. But with support from
Russia and Iran, Assad has recaptured large parts of Syria
from rebel fighters, driving
them from most of their former
strongholds.
Foreig n Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu said in December
Turkey and other countries
would consider working with
Assad if he won a democratic
election, and last month said
Ankara was in indirect contact
with Damascus via Russia and
Iran.
Erdogan suggested on Sunday that Turkey also had direct
contacts with the Syrian government.
Foreign policy with Syria
continues at a lower level,” he
told broadcaster TRT in an interview, adding that intelligence
services operated differently to
political leaders.
“Leaders may be cut out. But
intelligence units can communicate for their interests,” Erdogan said. “Even if you have
an enemy, you should not break
the ties. You may need that later.”
The Turkish president also
said that a proposed safe zone
in northeastern Syria, which
President Donald Trump has
said should be established as US
forces withdraw from the area,
could not be set up by Western
coalition forces without Turkey.
“We can provide the security in the area. We can manage
the region together with you,”
Erdogan said. “ No problem
there. But we can’t leave the
region for coalition forces.”
Washington has sa id the
proposed safe zone should address Turkish concerns about
preventing any cross-border
threat from Kurdish YPG militia fighters in north Syria,
while also preventing Turkish
military operations against the
YPG. Reuters

Israel not ready for war with
Lebanon: Hezbollah
Sheikh Naim Qassem, the
deputy secretary general of Lebanon's Hezbollah resistance
movement, has stressed that Israel is not ready for a confrontation with Lebanon.
“I don’t think Israel is ready
to start a conflict with Lebanon
now because the situation is
complicated and Israel is not interested in war,” Sheikh Qassem said in an interview with a
Lebanese TV channel on Sunday.
“But if it wants to launch
a war, we are ready,” he added.
Qassem also dismissed allegations made earlier in the
day by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu that
Hezbollah controlled the new

government in Lebanon, “and
thus Iran controls it.”
"These allegations are not
important. Hezbollah considers
itself part of a national unity
government in Lebanon," the
cleric said.

The senior Hezbollah leader noted that only three of Lebanon's new government ministers are members of Hezbollah.
“We are only 10 percent,” he
said.
Alarabiya

Afghan women’s six point agenda for peace talks
From P1
that the dissolution of the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces is one of the red
lines for Afghan women as citizens of Afghanistan, and this red
line MUST NOT be crossed.
The ANDSF must not be
politicized and it must remain
a national institution that contains men and women from all
ethnic groups of the country.
The present-day Afghan army
and police are dedicated, and
tax-payers of many nations have
invested in giving them skills,
their efforts and sacrifices must
not be erased.
Bring Afghan women to the
table: Some women are involved
in the peace talks lately, which
we support and see it as part of
Afghan women’s achievements.
However, we want women’s representation to be meaningful.
There is a strong women’s movement in Afghanistan that represents all strata of the society.
These women should be involved in the peace talks. Women’s involvement in the talks
must not be reduced to party
politics, it should be a true inclusion.
Do not choose peace without human rights: Afghan women would not accept peace

bought at the cost of their hardgained freedoms. We believe
that any peace that threatens
Afghan women’s rights, freedoms and gains will not be sustainable. Temporary restrictions on women’s rights in the
name of peace and security is
utterly unacceptable. Therefore, on conclusion of any peace
agreement, women’s rights to
life, education, healthcare, freedom of movement, right to engage in political and economic
activities and so on must be guaranteed.
Be direct about women’s
rights: It is important that all
Afghan men on the negotiating
table are vocal about the need
for not negotiating away women’s rights in any peace process.
Afghanistan is an Islamic country and Afghan women live their
lives within an Afghan and Islamic culture. There is no need
to reinterpret Afghan women’s
lives. Where reinterpretation is
needed is around respect for
human life and dignity. You do
not have to be a woman to defend women’s rights! We are
your partners in the development of the country, as such you
have to use your male privilege
to fight for our interests too.

Do not cut off Afghanistan
from the international community: Despite significant
progress made in the last fifteen
years, Afghanistan remains aid
dependent. As a nation we have
to eradicate polio, lower maternal mortality further, deal with
the repercussions of having the
highest population growth rates
in the world and manage natural disasters such as the ongoing drought. We need the support of the international community to be able to achieve
these goals. Afghanistan has
made huge progress in building
trade links within and beyond
the region. Do not make any
compromises that would make
future economic sanctions
against us a possibility, pushing us further into economic
poverty.
The statement further said
that the women of Afghanistan,
believe that “our Afghan male
allies on the peace negotiation
table can work with us to make
sure that the peace that we so
desperately need can be
achieved and sustained. We are
looking forward to working
within the peace process actively.”
The Kabul Times
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