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President Ghani chairs ESG meeting

President Ghani chairs armed forces
high chief of command meeting
KABUL: Chaired by President Mohammad Ashraf
Ghani, the meeting of armed
forces chief command was held
at the Presidential Palace yesterday.
In the meeting, President
Ghani first instructed relevant
officials to address families of
those martyred and wounded
in a terrorist incident the other day in Kabul’s 16th PD,
stressing that modality of occurring the incident should be

KABUL: Chaired by the
country’s President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani, a meeting
of the Election Support Group
(ESG) was held at the Delkusha
Palace, a statement from the
Presidential Press Office said
Tuesday.
At the outset, the meeting
strongly condemned the recent
terrorist attack killed a number of Kandahar provincial

election commission members
and extended their sympathy to
their victims’ families, the
statement said.
The meeting discussed issues about the procurement
budget for using technology in
the upcoming election, with the
president instructed that the
procurement works should be
started and the National Procurements Commission to

complete the process of technical materials as needed, the
statement added.
Attended the meeting, the
ministry of finance committed
that it in cooperation with the
Internationa l
community,
would finalize the Independent
Election Commission budget,
in which, the government budget and the International community’s aids would be speci-

Int’l efforts
should support
Afghan-led,
owned peace
talks

seriously investigated and delivered its report to the presidential office as soon as possible.
Afterwards, the country’s
defense and security officials
delivered the meeting their report in connection with overall security situation of the
country in particular plans and
measures adopted for responding threats posed by the enemies in Balkh, Baghlan, Kunduz, Sar-e-Pul, Logar, Paktia,

Kandahar, Urzgan, Farah,
Ghor and Herat provinces.
Meanwhile, report related
to maintaining security along
Maidan Wardak – Zabul and
Kabul – Balkh highways, security threats and adopted
measures on the respective
highways was delivered to the
meeting and necessary instructions were given for improvement of security of the
respective raods.
The Kabul Times

fied, according to the statement.
Emphasizing on the transpa rency of the election and
non-interference of the government officials in the election process, the president
asked the international community for seriously overseeing every process of the election.
The Kabul Times

Security problems of northern provinces to
be discussed in NSC meeting, CE
KABUL: Chief Executive
Dr. Abdullah Abdullah participated in Balkh’s security commission meeting yesterday.
In the meeting, the country’s chief executive first
praised Balkh leading officials
for their efforts and adopting
better security measures during Uzbek premier’s visit to the
province, asking for appreciation of provincial civil and military officials, adding that lack
of coordination in most of the
country’s provinces have created problems, but fortunately
close cooperation and coordination in Balkh were strong.
Chief executive assured
that demands and suggestions
of officials of the country’s
northern provinces in particular Balkh, Jawzjan, Takhar and
security problems of other
northern provinces would be
discussed in National Security
Council meeting and principal

Meeting held to introduce
women expert in Sharia and Law

attention would be paid to address the problems.
The country’s chief executive further said that national
def ense and security forces

have repulsed dozens of the
enemy’s attacks, adding that
recent achievements of the
country’s defense and security
forces were appreciable as they

KABUL: The first meeting
of Specialist Women Group in
Sharia and Law Affairs,
chaired by Acting Minister of
Information and Culture Ha-

bound to apply it, said the agency.
“As a member of the United Nations, Afghanistan is
committed to abide by the UN

and status of women relating
to the sharia and law.
According to Ms. Safi, in
the practical program of the
resolution 1325, the ministry

sina Safi, was held at the International Conference Hall of
the ministry, the other day,
BNA reported.
Addressing the meeting,
Acting Minister of Information and Culture, Hasina Safi
said that the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) resolution 1325 has been approved in accordance with the
chapter 3 of the UN charter
and is a principle of the international law, with the entire
member countries of the United Nations Organization duty-

charter, international conventions, particularly, the resolution 1325 on the women
rights,” the minister added.
She said Afghanistan has
taken practical step to observe
and implement its own related
international responsibilities
in relation to the human right
and women rights and would
do its share on the protection
of peace and security. “Therefore, it introduces a group of
eight specialist women member from different entities to
outline the situation, position

of information and culture was
responsible to hold awareness
programs, which expected to
be shared with the people
through the audio-visual media, theater, music and other
publications.
Other speakers including
Idriss Zaman, Deputy Political Minister of Foreign Affairs and director of plan and
policy for MoIC also spoke on
the related agenda, the agency said.
The Kabul Times

showed sacrifices in the other
day’s terrorist incident and
saved many innocent civilians.
The Kabul Times

UN appalled by Taliban attack in Kabul, statement
KABUL: The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) is appalled by the Taliban-claimed
attack yesterday in a civilianpopulated area of Kabul, where
schools, homes, media outlets
and other civilian facilities
were immedia tely nea rby, a
statement from the mission in
Kabul said.
Preliminary data indicates
that the complex attack began
with the detonation of explosives and caused scores of civilian casualties, a mong them
women and many children, and
led to damage to schools and
other civilian infrastructure,
the statement added.
“The use of explosives in civilian-populated areas continues to cause extreme harm to
Afghanistan’s civilian popula-

tion, and I call for an immediate end to the horrible practice,” said Tadamichi Yamamoto, the Secreta ry-General’s
Special Representative for Afghanistan a s quoted in the
statement. “Loss of life, maiming, damage to schools, businesses and personal property,
along with widespread fear –
these are the real consequences of such attacks in urban areas.”
The attack in Kabul took
place when children were arriving at nearby schools, indicating that those who planned
and launched it at that time
showed a reckless disregard for
the safety of innocent lives. International humanitarian law
explicitly prohibits indiscriminate attacks where civilians
are present and requires all

parties to uphold their obligations to avoid harm to civilians
at all times, according to the
statement.
“It is pa rticularly egregious that a premeditated act
of extreme violence was conducted without regard to the
safety of civilians,” said Yamamoto. “UN staff were at hospitals in the immediate a ftermath of the attack, and I have
been deeply saddened by reports of many wounded children there, along with the photos of students still clutching
their schoolbooks as they are
moved into ambulances.”
The statement further said
that UNAMA’s human rights
team continues to look into the
full impact of the attack yesterday, with preliminary figures standing at more than 100

civilian casualties, the majority of whom were injured. Among
those injured were media workers, students and other civilians
“These civilian casualties
are simply unacceptable, especially the number of children
harmed in this incident; the
United Nations renews its call
for an immediate and peaceful
settlement to the conflict to end
the suffering of the Afghan
people,” said Yamamoto. “All
parties can and should do their
utmost to protect civilians from
harm, including by making
concrete progress toward
peace.”
The United Nations extended its condolences to the families of all of those killed in
Kabul and wishes a speedy recovery for those injured.
The Kabul Times
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Afghans once again
curse terrorists
The recent attack took
place in 16th PD of the capital
Kabul ended with killing five
terrorists. The attack followed
with live and financial losses
and the Taliban claimed its responsibly.
According to the interior
ministry’s spokesperson Nasrat Rahimi, 84 people were injured and 3 others killed in

Nehzat said that 50 students
have been injured in the attack.
Such attacks show that the
terrorists are not only the defenders of Islamic values, but
also they know nothing about
this, and act in contrary with
holy religion of Islam, Quran
and Nabawi Sunnah.
Those who commit suicide
attacks and explosions and en-

Pakistan supports Taliban
and sends them to Afghanistan
to fight against security forces. However, it has committed
to the international community to cooperate in fighting terrorism, but it has never done
so.
Pakistan has always been
trying to practice its malicious goals through different

its best ensure security
throughout the country.
Over the last more than
four decades, millions of our
countrymen have been martyred, disabled, maimed, orphaned and widowed.
Civilians have been bearing such incidents with their
lives for long. Thus, Taliban
should respect international

this attack.
Likewise, 210 people who
were stuck in the area had been
rescued by the Afghan security forces, he added.
This comes as the spokesperson to the public health
ministry Wahidullah Mayar
declared the number of injured
105.
The spokesperson to the
ministry of education Nooria

joy killing humans lack Islamic and religious knowledge.
To analyze Kabul’s recent
heartbreaking incident, it
should be mentioned that the
Taliban insurgents are given
order by foreign intelligence
agencies. There is no doubt
that the regional intelligence
agencies are involved in the
country’s insecurities.

ways in Afghanistan.
To prevent terrorist attacks in the country, security
entities should act actively and
seriously.
However, a deadly silence
rules the people’s live after
any suicide attack and explosion, but Kabul is also a place
to live and its citizens are making effort to have a good life.
They ask the government to do

humanitarian regulations until they reach a peace agreement and prevent targeting civilians.
Figures suggest that recent peace efforts with the Taliban failed to reduce violence
rate in the country.
With their recent suicide
attack, terrorists have once
again been cursed by the Afghan people. Lailuma Noori

Editorial
Int’l efforts should support
Afghan-led, owned peace talks
As ongoing direct talks between the United States and the Taliban
further open the door for peace in Afghanistan, success will ultimately depend on aligning such efforts with those led by the Afghan people
and government. Efforts to end the decades-long conflict in that country have yielded progress, with the United States and the Taliban continuing intensive direct talks and a number of countries extending
support to facilitate them.
But the Taliban have not yet accepted direct negotiations with the
Afghan Government and the international efforts must come together
in support of an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace process, which is
essential for the peace process and for the implementation of any agreement to be sustainable.
Germany and Qatar will host the upcoming intra-Afghan dialogue
on July 7th and 8th. The US special envoy for Afghanistan Peace Process Zalmay Khalilzad tweeted on Tuesday the dialogue was an essential element of the peace framework and an important step in advancing the Afghan peace process.
“Mutual acceptance, seeking consensus and agreeing to resolve
political differences without force is what is needed to learn from the
tragedy of the last 40 years.” The diplomat thanked Germany and Qatar for agreeing to host the upcoming dialogue.
Germany and Qatar, countries that maintains contacts with the insurgent group, say they jointly extended invitations for a dialogue in
Doha on Sunday and Monday. Markus Potzel, Germany’s special representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, said on Monday the Afghans
would participate only in their personal capacity and on an equal footing.
“Afghanistan stands at a critical moment of opportunity for progress
towards peace,” he was quoted as saying by foreign media outlets. The
envoy added: “An essential component of any process leading to this
objective will be direct engagement between Afghans.”
To secure a durable peace in the country, it is important to acknowledge the legitimate concerns of citizens about possibly compromising the gains made over the past 18 years in the name of peace. Meanwhile the countries support such talks should coordinate and align
their efforts with Afghan nation and the government. The Afghans have
raised many of their concerns, notably regarding the fate of women’s
rights, freedom of expression and space for civil society to function,
all of which must be protected under any peace agreement.
In absence of the legitimate Afghan government and the real representatives of the nation, such talks would be doubtful and would bear
no positive results. Peace process must include groups representing
all segments of Afghanistan’s diverse society — women, young people, ulema as well as community and political leaders alike.
Millions of Afghans have benefited from the best opportunities for
national and international education and that members of that generation are now in positions of leadership. Afghanistan has also experienced the transformation of female citizens, from victims of institutionalized discrimination under the Taliban regime to empowered and
engaged contributors in all spheres of society and politics, playing a
vital role in economic growth and national security.
Therefore, such talks should be coordinate in such a way that all
strata of the society to be present, including two sides of the conflict.
The Afghan Government and people have committed to peace and it is
now up to the Taliban to prove their commitment through positive
deeds rather than attacking innocent people and Afghan security forces
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Hidden suffering: Afghanistan’s
widespread mental health crisis
By: Stefanie Glinski
Afghan housewife Farida
suffered in silence for years
as her husband repeatedly beat
and raped her. One day last
year, she decided she could
bear it no longer.
“I climbed up to our roof to
jump down and kill myself,”
Farida recalled, sitting in the
living room of her two-storey
home in Herat, a cup of green
tea in her hand.
Ascending the ladder, one
slow step at a time, it was the
image of her six children that
eventually held her back. Now,
it is talking to her psychologist that helps her to keep going through life, she said.
But Farida is an exception
in Afghanistan, where mental
health services are scarce and
seeking help can be frowned
upon in a conservative society
where family honor is paramount and personal problems
are not discussed.
According to the International Psychosocial Organization (IPSO), an agency that
provides counselling services
and cultural dialogue in Afghanistan, 70 per cent of its
37 million people are in need
of psychological support. Decades of war have displaced
millions and affected livelihoods, while many areas are
under constant the threat of
militant attacks.
Women seem to be disproportionately affected. Independent Human Rights Commission Commissioner Qudri
Yazdan said in late 2017 that

Her small house in Herat,
a metropolis near the Iranian
border in western Afghanistan, is her third home after
the family fled Bamiyan and
then Kabul. Her husband’s violence got worse here, Farida
said, breaking her leg on one
occasion and her arm on
another. She continues to fear
her husband but running away
is not an option – she is certain she would be found.
“I couldn’t discuss my
problems with my friends. It
would be shameful and I’d be
scared they’d tell my husband.
That’s why I used to keep everything inside of me.” She
admitted sometimes talking to
the well near her house when
fetching water.
Soon after she nearly attempted suicide, Farida was
introduced to a clinical psychologist in Herat by World
Vision, an aid agency that offers counselling services to
women. Farida sees her psychologist, Jamila Sherifi, once
a week, with the sessions paid
for by the agency.
“It’s different with Jamila,” she said. “I trust her. I even
wake up early on those days
that I have an appointment with
her.”
Ms Sherifi is one of 31 registered psychologists in Herat, a city of almost two million
where only 22 of its 120 government-supported clinics offer psychosocial support.
While Farida has embraced the help she has re-

ey. It angers him,” she said.
For men, approaching
their local religious leader for
help is preferable to seeing a
psychologist, according to
Mullah Shira Agha, an imam
at a mosque in Herat.
“I have between seven or
eight people seek my advice
every week,” he said, sitting
barefoot on the floor of the
mosque.
“Many don’t come at all, so
I try to include encouraging
messages in my preaching.
Those men I talk to usually
want to discuss family disputes
and home affairs.”
Ms Sherifi is one of 31 registered psychologists in Herat, a city of almost two million
where only 22 of its 120 government-supported clinics offer psychosocial support.
While Farida has embraced the help she has received, many Afghans are held
back by feelings of shame and
worries about family honour.
“It’s a big issue in our culture,” said Fereshta Quedees,
the country director of IPSO.
“Everyone’s always watching
everyone else. Afghan society
doesn’t want to cause shame
to their families.”
Although Afghanistan
continues to see frequent attacks, it is not only the violence that causes trauma, according to Ms Quedees.
“I don’t know if I should
call it resilience or disassociation, but it’s rare that people
constantly worry about the
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Watermelon price still
low despite exports
KABUL: The country’s
Ministry of Industry and Commerce has said that up to 40
tons of watermelon have been
exported to Azerbaijan, but yet
the price is decreasing in domestic markets.
The government of Afghanistan has cooperated with the
private sector to send the first
huge batch of watermelon to

a campaign the students and
the university leadership conducted to support the domestic products prices.
President Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani has also ordered
the fresh fruit to be lodged in
the menu of some army corps
of the country.
But it seems the efforts
are no longer cooperative and

markets it sold at five Afghanis.
A watermelon contractor,
Sardar Mohammad said sometimes he gives some additional money to the sellers as their
car rent while returning their
homes, as they sell their watermelon in the lowest prices
that couldn’t meet their expenses.

In other provinces of the
country, such as Helmand,
Nimruz, Kunduz and Nangarhar, yielding watermelon have
been started, with a fear to sell
them in the lowest prices with
an undeniable loss to the farmers.
Alokozay said the country’s horticulture and agriculture were going on with no

that country, Ajmal Hamid Abdul Rahimzay told reporters.
After the unprecedented
fall of the watermelon campaigns for its price increase
started in many parts of the
country.
The Kabul University has
also conducted a luncheon in
which the students have been
invited for eating watermelon,

the watermelon is still very
low compared to the past.
Growers have not collected incomes from the sale of
their watermelon as much as
they could meet their expenses.
A kilo of watermelon is
now sold in 1.5 Afghani in
Nimroz, 3 Afghanis in Herat,
while reaching to the Kabul

The acting chairman of
chamber of commerce and industries, Khanjan Alokozay
said a solution should be
sought for the watermelon inside the country, as Pakistan
imposed 200% on the country’s watermelon, India
150%, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 200% when dispatching
to Azerbaijan.

effective plan, and in the lack
of market, the prices will fall
and the growers will suffer
heavy loss.
The watermelon growers
ask the government to provide
them with a proper market for
their products to may not face
such irreparable losses.
Shukria Kohistani

Germany, Qatar to co-host
Intra-Afghan talks next week
up to 3,000 people commit suicide in Afghanistan each year
and 80 per cent of them were
women.
At the same time, there is
a need for more qualified workers in the mental health field.
Between 2004 and 2018, only
about 800 people completed a
year long government-run
programme to train people as
psychosocial counsellors.
The numbers are however
growing, said health ministry
spokesman Wahid Mayar.
“We are training community
social workers with diverse
backgrounds and there are
now also about 100 psychiatrists in country,” he said.
“Kabul University has a
psychology programme as
well.” There is also a slow
change in attitudes toward
seeking counselling, in large
part because of people like
Farida, who is not afraid to talk
about the positive changes it
has brought to her life after
years of misery.
“It wasn’t easy early on. I
was 12 years old when I got
married, becoming my husband’s second wife. During my
early years of marriage, there
was violence in the streets and
violence in my home. I had no
safe place to go,” she recalled,
her green eyes tearing.

ceived, many Afghans are held
back by feelings of shame and
worries about family honour.
“It’s a big issue in our culture,” said Fereshta Quedees,
the country director of IPSO.
“Everyone’s always watching
everyone else. Afghan society
doesn’t want to cause shame
to their families.”
Although Afghanistan
continues to see frequent attacks, it is not only the violence that causes trauma, according to Ms Quedees.
“I don’t know if I should
call it resilience or disassociation, but it’s rare that people
constantly worry about the
conflict. Even when there is an
attack, people go back to their
lives almost immediately if
they are not affected.”
A lot of stress is caused by
quickly changing values in a
traditional society, causing an
identity crisis for many, she
said.
“Afghanistan is in a transitional period, changing from
a traditional society to a modern one. The problem is that
we now have both extremes and
little middle ground.”
Farida believes stress is
the cause of her husband’s violence. “He is trying to provide for us, but he often can’t
manage and we have little mon-

conflict. Even when there is an
attack, people go back to their
lives almost immediately if
they are not affected.”
A lot of stress is caused by
quickly changing values in a
traditional society, causing an
identity crisis for many, she
said.
“Afghanistan is in a transitional period, changing from
a traditional society to a modern one. The problem is that
we now have both extremes and
little middle ground.”
Farida believes stress is
the cause of her husband’s violence. “He is trying to provide for us, but he often can’t
manage and we have little money. It angers him,” she said.
For men, approaching
their local religious leader for
help is preferable to seeing a
psychologist, according to
Mullah Shira Agha, an imam
at a mosque in Herat.
“I have between seven or
eight people seek my advice
every week,” he said, sitting
barefoot on the floor of the
mosque.
“Many don’t come at all, so
I try to include encouraging
messages in my preaching.
Those men I talk to usually
want to discuss family disputes
and home affairs.”
TheNational

As part of their efforts to
support the peace process in
Afghanistan, Germany and
Qatar will convene an IntraAfghan Dialogue Conference
to be held in Doha on 7 and 8
July, 2019, Germany's Special
Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan said in a
statement on Tuesday.
“Afghanistan stands at a
critical moment of opportunity for progress towards
peace,” Potzel said, adding

that “an essential component
of any process leading to this
objective will be a direct engagement between Afghans.”
“Only Afghans themselves
can decide the future of their
country. An Intra-Afghan Dialogue can help clarify the options and opportunities of
such direct engagement,” he
added.
Germany and Qatar hope
that this event will contribute
to trust-building among key

stakeholders, representing a
wide spectrum of the Afghan
people and society, and thus
foster peace and stability in
Afghanistan and the wider region.
Meanwhile, the US Special
Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad in a
tweet on Monday night
thanked Germany and Qatar
for hosting the July 7-8 intraAfghan Dialogue Conference
and said that this dialogue is
an essential element of the

four-part peace framework
and an important step in advancing the Afghan peace process.
Khalilzad also said that
agreeing to resolve political
differences without force is
what is needed to learn from
the tragedy of the last 40
years. “I wish participants
success,” he concluded.
The Kabul Times
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Taliban commanders among 31
killed in Faryab operations

Anti-polio vaccination
campaign begins in Panjshir
BAZARAK: Second round
of polio vaccine campaign has
started in Panjshir province,
BNA reported yesterday.
Kamaluddin Nezami governor of Panjshir told BNA reporter, it is supposed that 3000
children under the age of 5
year will be vaccinated during
the four days campaign in center and seven districts of the
province.
Head of public health department in Panjshir says, in
addition implementing of polio vaccine, vitamin tablets distribute to children as well.
The Kabul Times

The Afghan forces killed
31 Taliban militants including
8 key commanders of the
group during the operations in
Faryab province.
The 209th Shaheen Corps
in a statement said the security forces killed the militants

in Nazirabad and Hazar Qala
villages of Pashtun Kot district.
Furthermore, the security
forces wounded 19 Taliban
militants during the same operations. The Air Forces also
supported the ground troops

during the operations and carried out multiple airstrikes
targeting the Taliban fighting
positions and their hideouts.
Meanwhile, the 209th Shaheen Corps said airstrikes
also destroyed a weapons depot of the militants, 15 motor-

cycles and various heavy and
small arms.
According to 209th Shaheen Corps, a soldier of the
Afghan National Police also
his life in the operation and 3
others sustained injuries.
KP

3,800 men, 750 women register
as voters in Kandahar
KANDAHAR: At least 3,800
men and 750 women have registered to vote in the Sept 28
presidential polls in southern
Kandahar province.
The voter registration process ended on Saturday in Kandahar, but insecurity and lack
of awareness kept most of the
people from taking part in the
process.
Hashim Durrani, head of
the provincial Independent
Election Commission (IEC) office in Kandahar, in an exclusive interview with Pajhwok
Afghan News said the voter
registration process was
launched on June 8 and
wrapped up on June 30.
He said during this period
3,400 men and 750 women registered as voters in Kandahar
City and 13 districts.
Information about voter

registration has not arrived
from four insecure districts
(Ghorak, Maroof, Miansheen
and Nesh) but 400 people might
have registered in these four
districts.
Employees and documents
had been sent to these insecure
districts through air and the
outcome would take several
days to arrive.
About 28 voter registration
centers were set up in Kandahar, including 11 in Kandahar
city.
The voter registration process was launched to document
eligible voters who had not registered before or had reached
the legal age recently or who
had not attached stickers to
their ID cards.
Abdullah Afghan, a resident of Maroof district, said one
of the huge problems that

marred the voter registration
in their district was insecurity.
He only the district center
was under government control
and the rest of the district was
ruled by rebels so he could not
register as voter.

Drought affected
families receive aids
PAROON: Foodstuffs assisted for hundreds needy families in Nuristan province.
The a ids includes rice,
wheat and ghee which was distributed to drought affected
families in that province.
These fa milies, all peas-

ants have been damaged by
drought last year.
Mohammad Hashim Faizi
deputy governor of Nuristan
told BNA, in this round the
foodstuffs assisted for hundreds
of needy families.
He added that he was try-

ing to help hundreds of other
destitute families in Nuristan
province with the help of the
domestic and international aid
agencies to receive humanitarian assistance.
The Kabul Times

Mohammadullah, a resident of Mirwais Mena area of
Kanda har City, said people
were unaware about the voter
registration process until the
last day of the process.
Pajhwok

Air force targets foreign terrorists
in E.Afghanistan
PAROON: Six foreign
rebels were killed following air
attack carried out by Afghan air
forces in ea stern Nooristan
province yesterday.
The terrorists have been
targeted inside their hideout in
Want Waigal district of the province.
According to reports, the
foreign insurgents have linked
with Al-Qaeda and Taliban terrorist groups and were busy on
terrorist and destructive activities in eastern of the country.
Top commander of Afghan
security forces in the east of the
country told BNA correspondent, six foreign rebels linked
with Taliban and Al-Qaeda
were killed during the air attack. A hideout belonged to the
terrorists along with all military equipment have been destroyed during the air attack,
the source added.
The Kabul Times

Taliban shadow governor
killed in Farah
FARAH: Taliban shadow
governor for Balabalok District
Farah province with his five
colleagues were killed in an air
strike conducted by security

troops last night.
Mohibullah Mohib police
spokesman for Farah told BNA
correspondent, Mawlavi Hesamuddin shadow governor of

Taliban for Balabalock District
with his five colleagues were
killed in an air strike of security troops in Arefabad village,
of the mentioned District.
The Kabul Times
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'Cricket saved me after my
family was murdered'
Morteza Ali fled Afghanistan aged 14 after the Taliban
killed his family. He eventually made his way to England,
where he met the man who
would become his second father.
Welcoming the teenager
to Cumnor Cricket Club, a village club on the outskirts of
Oxford, chairman Roger Mitty took Ali to the pavilion
where he had laid out some kit
for him.
"He looked at me as
though I had given him lottery
winnings or something. It was
just a wonderful feeling," Mr

Mitty said. "He couldn't speak
much English, but he was obviously so pleased to be there."
Ali had arrived in England
after a perilous journey lasting more than a year, and went
to live with a distant cousin in
Oxford. He had been obsessed
with cricket in his homeland,
playing for hours with a broom
handle for a bat, but it was in
England that he got the chance
to develop as a cricketer.
The image of this "very
shy boy", who was "obviously
mad about cricket" is a first
impression that has never left
Mr Mitty.
As their relationship developed, father-of-three Mr
Mitty treated the young Afghan as a fourth child, throwing him birthday parties, helping him through his education
and celebrating Christmases
together. The Mitty family and
Cumnor's members began to
learn snippets of how this
young man with the engaging

smile had come to arrive in Oxford.
Smuggled out of Afghanistan due to the mortal danger
posed to him by the Taliban, Ali
endured a brutal trek across
Europe. At one stage during
his journey, he was halted by
illness and started vomiting
uncontrollably as he crawled
up the side of a mountain with
a group of fellow migrants in
Ukraine.
"I was praying that I would
just die because I couldn't
walk. Somehow I would get
energy and I would just crawl
and crawl," he said. "I had one

shirt and jeans and was crawling in the snow. I thought I was
finished."
But he finally made it to
the refugee camps in Calais
and, from there, on to the UK
in the back of a lorry.
"I didn't know where my
journey would take me," he
said. "I think now... the cold
weather with one shirt and
jeans - how did I do that? It was
amazing. I learned a lot about
people."
"His journey from Afghanistan was extraordinary and I
just felt I wanted to try and
show him some love and concern and support and encouragement," Mr Mitty said.
"He just stole our hearts,
really."
Ali would spend the next
decade playing at Cumnor.
"There is nowhere else in the
world where there is a ground
like that. It is in my heart," he
said.
As the teenager grew into

a man, his flamboyant batting
style and penetrative bowling
saw the all-rounder rise
through the ranks to become
one of the club's greatest talents. His approach on the field
could be compared to his life
off it - he was always up for the
fight.
And Ali needed to draw on
his inner strength again when
the Home Office threatened
him with deportation.
He had been given a twoyear emergency visa when he
arrived in the UK in 2002, but
as he approached his 18th
birthday Ali was told he would

be sent back to Afghanistan. It
sparked a campaign led by Mr
Mitty and the community of
Cumnor, which included lobbying MPs and obtaining evidence from Afghan leaders
about the threat to Ali's life.
"There was absolutely no
doubt in my mind that if he had
gone back that would have been
the end of him," Mr Mitty said.
"I remember saying to my wife,
probably at one of the worrying moments when it wasn't
looking terribly good, that if I
didn't save him I would never
forgive myself."
"It was a declaration
signed by all the elders of the
village that Ali had come from
declaring he would certainly
be killed if he was ever returned," Mr Mitty said. "That
was the best evidence straight from the horse's
mouth."
Eventually, Ali was sent a
letter by the British government with his "passport for
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freedom".
During the time his future
in the UK was in doubt, Ali had
learned English, sat his GCSEs and secured a place to study
accounting at Oxford Brookes
University.
Mr Mitty, who is now president at Cumnor Cricket
Club, said what struck him
about Ali was that "he wasn't
portraying himself as a victim".
"He would often say to me
'it's just so wonderful that
even though I have a different
culture, background, race and
religion, people like you and

people at Cumnor have shown
me all this support, love and
affection'."
Mr Mitty said cricket
"drove" Ali, adding he had a
"natural talent, a natural gift"
for the game, with his excellent technique in part a product of his early days playing
with a broom handle.
Ali's performances caught
the eye of Oxford Marylebone
Cricket Club University,
which selected the all-rounder for a game against Worcestershire County Cricket Club
in April 2009. He thus became
only the second Afghan to play
first-class cricket in England,
after current national team
star Mohammad Nabi in 2007.
Following a trip to Melbourne in Australia, in 2013
Ali was given the chance to
play club cricket there, an offer that proved too good to turn
down.
After 11 years in England,
Ali left behind his adoptive
family in Cumnor, and in Australia would go on to marry a
woman from his homeland. As
a record for their two children,
he has written a book - Staring at Death - to document his
past.
The 32-year-old has now
spent more of his life out of
Afghanistan than in it, but he
still harbours hopes of being
able to visit his village of Dah
Murdah in Ghazni province although he's been told it remains too dangerous for him
to go there.
And while Ali has made a
life for himself in Australia,
he said he still considers
Cumnor to be his home.
"I will always remember
him and what he did for me."
BBC

On June 18, 2019, Pakistan,
Afghanistan and the UN High
Commissioner for Refug ees
(UNHCR) unanimously agreed
on a joint 12-point declaration
aimed at the “safe and honorable” repatriation of Afghan
refugees living in Pakistan for
the past four decades. In a declaration issued at the end of the
Tripartite Commission meeting in Islamaba d, they expressed their commitment to
extend the existing Tripartite
Agreement governing the voluntary repatriation of Afghan
citizens living in Pakistan,
pending approval by the Federal Cabinet. The parties also
apprecia ted the progress
achieved by the Government of
Afghanistan in the development of the Policy Framework
and Action Plan, the decision
to implement the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework which reaffirms the commitment to include refugee returnees in the National Priority Programmes, particularly
the Citizen’s Charter, as well
as the enactment of the Presidential Decree on Land Allocation. They called for continued
support for the implementation
of these initiatives and requested that progress of these initiatives be shared with the Afghan refugees in Pakistan, including through an awarenessraising programme, in order to
enable them to make a n informed decision to voluntarily
return, with the facilitation of
and in coordination with the
host government.
Also, on June 17, 2019, representatives of Pakistan, Iran,
Afghanistan and UNHCR, during the 6th Quadripa rtite
Steering Committee Meeting
held in Islamabad, reaffirmed
their commitment to the Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees [SSAR] and agreed to
extend the refugee repatriation
program to year 2021. According to a May 2019 report, between 2002 and 2019, a total of
4.4 million Afghan refugees
have been repatriated from Pakistan.
According to UNHCR, Pakistan hosts more than 1.4 million Afghan refugees who have
Proof of Registration (PoR)
cards. The card allows Afghan
refugees the right to temporary
legal stay in Pakistan. The latest Census Report of Pakistan
(20 17 ) provides no specific
number for Afghan refugees
staying in the country though,
according to a June, 2019 report, the Minister of State for
States and Frontier Region,
Shehryar Khan Afridi, stated
that 68 per cent of the refugee
population has been integrated with the mainstream Pakistani population, while 32 per
cent live in camps.
2019 marks the 40th year
of Afghan displacement. It all
started in 1979, when the world
witnessed a great movement of
refugees crossing borders into
Pakistan to seek shelter due to
the ongoing war in Afghanistan. In the same year, the Government of Pakistan established the Commissionerate of

Afghan Refugees in the Ministry of States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) to facilitate
their settlement in each provincial capital. A Chief Commissionerate was also set up in
Islamabad with a mandate to
look after Afghan refugees. Regrettably, the organisation has
turned into a white elephant;
plagued with corruption, nepotism and favouritism, this institution has added to the miseries of Afghan refugees in Pakistan.
The first wave of the Afghan
refugee influx into Pakistan
occurred as a result of the internal conflict following the
takeover of Afghanistan by the
M arxist-Leninist People’s
Democratic Party and later due
to the Soviet invasion of 1979.
The second wave, during the
1990s, occurred as the Taliban
gained control and their extreme Islamic policies, discriminatory practices and human
rights’ abuses contributed to
the flight of refugees into Pakistan. A third wave entered
Pakistan after the 9/11 attacks,
with the ouster of the Taliban
Government in Kabul.
Pakistan is not a party to
the 1951 Geneva Convention
Relating to the Status of Refugees, nor to the 1967 Protocol.
It regulates the entry, stay and
movement of
foreigners
through the Foreigners’ Act of
1946, according to which all foreigners without valid documentation, including refugees and
asylum-seekers, are subject to
detention, arrest, and deportation. Accordingly, electricity is
frequently cut off in the villages and camps, houses destroyed,
camps a re closed down and
thousands of refugees are pressured to leave against their
will. State policy also gives the
Police power to make random
arrests without warrants and
refugees are often victims of
harassment and beatings by the
officials. A major chunk of the
Afghan population in Pakistan
lives in difficult circumstances, and usually falls in the below poverty line category. Substantial needs relating to refugees’ access to education, reproductive health services, and vocational training and livelihood
opportunities remain unmet.
The Peshawar school attack
of December, 2014 was a watershed event vis-à-vis refugee situation in Pakistan, as the Afghans faced a backlash. A campa ign to flush out militants
from the tribal areas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa resulted in
raids, arbitrary arrests and harassment of Afghan refugees as
well, and drove an estimated
33,000 Afghan refugees out of
Pakistan just between January
and February 2015, according
to the International Organization for Migration.
Though the refugee situation in Pa kistan is gloomy,
there is still a feeling of risk
and social alienation from Afghanistan. As the migration
started in the early 1980s, a
sizeable chunk of the present
generation has been born and
brought-up in Pakistan, and

find it exceedingly difficult to
relate to their country of origin. Some refugees have been
living in Pakistan for three
generations, have established
businesses, and some of them
have even married locals, and
are deeply integrated into Pakistani society. They do not
think of going back to Afghanistan as it would mean starting
again from scratch.
The refugees are also unwilling to return to Afghanistan
due to the volatile atmosphere
of the country. Over the past 10
years, more than 32,000 civilians have been killed and
60,000 have been wounded in
Afghanistan. In the first quarter of 2019, the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) documented
581 civilian deaths. Children
are also abducted by terrorists
in Afghanistan to become suicide bombers, plant Improvised
Explosive Devices (IEDs) or carry out other terrorist activities.
A May 2018 UN report verified
84 cases of the recruitment and
use of boys in the Afghan conflict in 2017. They were used
as suicide bombers, for combat,
as bodyguards, at checkpoints,
to assist in intelligence gathering, and to plant IEDs.
General conditions in Afghanistan are also miserable.
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) in Afghanistan estimates that half of the population in the country would need
food assistance over the course
of 2019. These 3.3 million people would starve as a result of
crop failures and dry irrigation
cha nnels, in the absence of
such support. Drought in western Afghanistan has sent an
additional 275,000 people in
search of food, walking across
the country, bewildered and
desperate. Hunger will intensify malnutrition and illness.
Any the refugee repatriation at
this stage would only add to the
existing misery.
The present state of the
‘peace talks’ give little reason
for hope, with divergent negotiations led, respectively, by the
US at Doha and Russia at Moscow. At Doha, the Taliban is
negotiating with the US Government, while at Moscow the
Taliban has been meeting with
Afghan opposition leaders —
including former President
Hamid Karzai. Absent from
both meetings is the incumbent
President Ashraf Ghani and his
Government, who the Taliban
dismisses as illegitimate and
irrelevant. The dominance of
the Taliban in both processes
is suggestive of the f uture
course of events in Afghanistan.
Any plans for repatriation
of Afghan refugees at this stage
are clearly misconceived and,
as conditions in Afghanistan
deteriorate, both on the security and economic front, the
possibility of a new flood of refugees across the Durand Line
once again looms large.
eurasiareview
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Trump says Iran ‘playing with fire’ after exceeding
nuclear deal limit
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Israel to open foreign ministry
office in Oman, Mossad chief says
The head of Israel’s spy
agency Mossad says the occupying regime is renewing ties
with Oman, adding that a representative office of the Israeli
foreign ministry will open in
the Persian Gulf, as Tel Aviv
and Arab monarchies move to
bring their clandestine ties to
light.
Speaking at the Herzliya
Conference on Monday, Yossi
Cohen said “Just recently, renewal of formal relations with

he added.
Jordan and Egypt are the
only two Arab states that have
diplomatic ties with Isra el.
However, reports have indicated that several of them, including Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and Bahrain,
have had secret relations with
Tel Aviv.
“We do not yet have with
them (Arab states) official peace
treaties but there is already a
communality of interests,

Oman was declared and the
establishment of a representative office of the foreign ministry in that country.”
“That is only the visible tip
of a much broader secret effort,”

broad cooperation and open
channels of communication,”
Cohen said.
Israeli Prime M inister
Benjamin Neta nyahu met
Oma n’s Sultan Qaboos in

Muscat last October. The controversial visit was kept secret
until after the Israeli premier
returned to the occupied territories.
On Wednesday, Oman announced plans to open an embassy in Palestine in support
of the Palestinian people, in a
first for a Persian Gulf state.
Hanan Ashrawi, a senior official in the Palestine Liberation Organization, welcomed
Muscat’s decision, saying “I
hope the embassy will help in
educating the Omani government on the real nature of the
Israeli occupation.”
She, however, warned
Oman against using its mission
to establish formal ties with Tel
Aviv, saying, “If this has a political price attached then certainly there will be ramifications.”
Israel and the Persian Gulf
Arab regimes have dramatically increased their conta cts
since late June, when Bahrain
hosted a US-led conference
where the “economic” part of
President Dona ld Trump’s
“peace” plan for the Middle
East was unveiled.
Presstv

Special envoy from Sweden
travels to North Korea
A special representative of
the Swedish government has
arrived in North Korea on a visit that is assumed to be related
to the case of an Australian student who has been missing in
the country for several days.
The Swedish envoy, Kent
Rolf Magnus Harstedt, arrived
in North Korea’s capital on
M onda y, according to the
North’s official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), Reuters reported.
Video provided by the agency showed the Swedish delegation, led by Harstedt, being
greeted by a North Korean Foreign Ministry official at the
Pyongyang International Airport.
The report did not specify
the purpose and duration of the
Swedish delegation’s visit.

South Korean media said,
however, that the visit was likely related to the Australian student, Alek Sigley, who, according to some media reports, has
been detained in Pyongyang.
An Australian student is
reportedly detained in North
Korea , with authorities in

Canberra “urgently” seeking
clarification on the issue.
Reports said last week that
Sigley, a Pyongyang University student and tour guide, was
arrested by North Korean authorities sometime a round
June 24.
Presstv
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US President Donald
Trump said on Monday Iran
was playing with fire after
Tehran said it had exceeded
its limit for low-enriched
ura nium allowed under a
2015 nuclear deal with world
powers.
Asked at a White House
event if he had a message for

Iran, Trump said he did not
have a message, but Iran knew
what it was doing and was “playing with fire.”
Earlier on Monday, the
White House said that the US
policy of maximum pressure on

Iran will continue until it
changes course and Iran should
be held to a standard of no uranium enrichment, the White
House said on Monday.
“Maximum pressure on the
Iranian regime will continue

Wednesday, July 03, 2019

until its leaders alter their
course of action,” the White
House said in a statement after Ira n announced it had
amassed more low-enriched
uranium than allowed under
its 2015 deal with major powers.
Alarabiya
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India floods: Dozens killed in
Mumbai and Pune as walls collapse

Monsoon rains caused wall
collapses that killed 27 people
in India on Tuesday, as a second day of bad weather disrupted rail and air traffic in the financia l ca pital M umbai,
prompting officia ls to shut
schools and offices, though
markets were open.
During every monsoon season, which runs from June to
September, India experiences
fatal incidents of building and
wall collapses as rainfall weakens the foundations of poorlybuilt structures.
Heavy rain brought a wall
crashing down on sha nties
built on a hill slope in Malad, a
western suburb of Mumbai, a
fire brigade official said, killing 18 people.
"Rescue work is still going
on," the official added. "So far
we have rescued more than two
dozen people."
Three people died when a
school wall collapsed in the city
of Kalyan, 42 km (26 miles)
north of Mumbai.
In the nearby western city
of Pune, six people were killed
in a wall collapse on Tuesday, a
fire brigade official said, after
a similar incident on Saturday
killed 15.
Mumbai is looking to turn
itself into a global financial hub
but large parts of the city struggle to cope with annual monsoon rains, as widespread construction and garbage-clogged
drains and waterways make it
increasingly vulnerable to chaos.
More than 300 mm (11.8
inches) of rain fell over 2 4
hours in some areas of Mumbai, flooding streets and railway tracks, forcing the suspension of some suburban train
services, which millions of
commuters ride to work each
day.
About 1,000 people stranded in low-lying areas of the city
were rescued after a swollen
river began to overflow, municipal authorities said.
As weather officials forecast intermittent heavy showers and isola ted extremely
hea vy ra infa ll, a uthorities
called a holiday for government
offices and educational institutions.
"Rain is expected to remain
intense even today," city authorities said on Twitter. "We
request you to stay indoors unless there's an emergency."
Aljazeera

Turkey seeks to arrest scores
over alleged Gulen links
Turkey has ordered the arrest of 122 people over suspected links to the network
blamed by Ankara for orchestrating a failed military coup,
state media said on Tuesday.
Prosecutors in the Istanbul, Konya and Izmir provinces issued dozens of arrest
warrants for suspects including military personnel, some
of whom are still on active duty
and some already sacked, according to the state-run Anadolu news agency.
The agency said more than
40 suspects had been caught
so far and operations were ongoing in various provinces of

Turkey.
Ankara has accused USbased Muslim religious leader Fethullah Gulen of masterminding the attempted putsch
in July 2016. He has denied
any involvement.
Authorities believed members of Gulen's network had
used payphones to contact the
suspects, Anadolu also said.
ass arrests
Almost three years after
the failed coup, tens of thousands of people have been
jailed pending trial and civil
servants, military personnel
and others have been sacked
or suspended from their jobs.

Rights groups and Turkey's Western allies have criticised the scope of the crackdown, saying President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has used the
abortive coup as a pretext to
quash dissent.
The government has said
the security measures are
necessary due to the gravity
of the threat Turkey faces, and
has vowed to eradicate Gulen's
network in the country's state
institutions and civil life.
There have been hundreds
of detentions in recent months
despite the criticisms.
Aljazeera

Syria says Israel strikes
‘state terrorism’
Syria on Tuesday accused
Israel of committing “state terrorism” after reported Israeli
air strikes killed 15 people including civilians.
“Israeli authorities are increasingly practicing state terrorism,” the foreign ministry
said in a statement carried by
the official SANA news agency.
“The latest heinous Israeli
agg ression falls within the
framework of ongoing Israeli
attempts to prolong the crisis
in Syria,” it added.
Israeli air strikes nea r
Damascus and in Homs province late Sunday killed nine
mostly foreign pro-reg ime
fighters and six civilians, including three children, the
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said.
It wa s not immediately
clear if the civilians died in the
strikes or in their aftermath, it

added. An Israeli military
spokeswoman declined to comment.
Syria’s foreign ministry
filed a complaint to the United
Nations Security Council over
the attack, demanding accountability, according to SANA.
It said Israel’s “dangerous
and hostile” actions would not
have been possible without the
support of its ally the United
States, which protects it in the
Security Council.

The strikes hit several Iranian positions near Damascus,
and also targeted a research
center and a military airport
west of the city of Homs where
the Lebanese Shiite movement
Hezbollah and Iranians are
deployed, the Observatory said.
One of the pro-regime
fighters killed was Syrian,
while the rest were of other
nationa lities, Observatory
chief Rami Abdel Rahman said.
Alarabiya
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