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President Ghani lays foundation stone of
‘Darulaman Administrative Complex’

KABUL: President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani on Sunday
laid the foundation stone of
Darulaman “ Administrative
Complex” during a ceremony
on Sunday morning, a presidential statement said yesterday.
According to presidential
press office statement, the
Darulaman Administrative
Complex will be inspired by
Modern Islamic architecture
patterns as well as classical inspiration sources found during
the reign of Timurid,
Ghaznavid, Ghorid and
Khurasanid dynasties.
Speaking at the ceremony
held on the occasion and also
attended by First Lady Rula

Ghani and a number of government officials, President Ghani
said by completion of Administrative Complex, Kabul city
will be retuned back to its citizens.
Pointing to distribution of
agriculture lands by Chahardehi residents to then King
Amanullah Khan, President
Ghani said today the hope of
construction of administrative
complex have been fulfilled.
Hinting towa rd over one
billion dollars, which need for
construction of Dar-ul-Aman
Administrative Complex, president Ghani, said “if we manage our state properties, we
would able to collect the needed amount for the complex.”
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Meanwhile addressing a
separate ceremony held at the
presidential palace on this occasion and attended by government officials and foreign diplomats, the president said: “I
am not giving details about the
complex. What I want is quick
action. The people don’t want
idea, they want action.”
According to the president
Kabul had no possessor, adding
lack of good governance was
leaded to challenges in the city.
The president went on saying that governmental institutions will be shifted to Dar-ulAman Administrative Complex,
where the Kabul’s center will
be changed to a culture midpoint, Chahar Chata, Bala He-

sar and Kol Hashmat Khan will
be rehabilitated too.
“Our focus is not only Kabul, but administrative complexes will also be built in 27 provinces,” the president said.
The complex will be built
in two phases in 100 acres of
land near to Darulaman palace,
which will be completed in 20
years. Initial work started on
the first phase, which included
13 governmental institutions
and will be completed within
next 10 years.
Meanwhile, work will be
going on over survey and design of second phase, where
buildings for other 14 governmental institutions will be constructed. The Kabul Times

Afghans
welcome int’l
support for
intra-Afghan
talks

President Ghani stresses coordination
among three forces
KABUL: President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani met Lower
House Speaker Mir Rahman
Rahmani at the presidential
palace on Saturday evening, a
statement said yesterday.
Congratulating Rahmani
as the new house speaker, President Ghani expressed grati-

presidential statement added.
Th president went on saying that has asked the line organs and the supreme court to
be impartial while selecting of
the house speaker and heads of
the commissions.
“As the head of three forces, I would like to ask you to

ed by the presidential statement.
Thanking President Ghani,
speaker Rahmani promised to
lead house affairs in a close coordination and cooperation
with government, adding they
would work hard with other two
branches of executive and ju-

tude over solving of the speaker’s selection process based on
the internal procedures of the
lower house of Parliament, the

better coordinate your works
while monitoring government’s affairs,” the President
told new house speaker as quot-

diciary to further strengthen
the country’s system, the statement added.
The Kabul Times

Dr. Abdullah stresses preservation of
‘Jihad and Resistance Museum’ relics

NSA Mohib praises Germany’s support of peace process
KABUL: In a meeting with
German Ambassador to Kabul
Peter Prügel, National Security Advisor (NSA) Hamdullah
Mohib called Doha intra-Afghan dialogue a good start for
peace process in Afghanistan.
According to NSA press
office, Mohib thanked Germany for facilitating of peace
talks in Doha, where Afghans
could share their opinions on

peace process in the country.
Reiterating his country’s
support to Afghanistan, German Ambassador assured continued support of the peace
process. Both sides also discussed next intra-Afghan
talks, saying the event would
be held in coordination with
Afghan government, the statement added.
The Kabul Times

Ainak copper mine should be extracted with
preservation of physical cultural resources, experts
KABUL: Working report
of results of ‘International
Symposium on Integrating
Preservation of Physical Cultural Resources with Ainak
Copper Mine Development’
was ready to be delivered to the
country’s President. On second day of the symposium, foreign experts on of the field of
archaeology and mines assessed and reviewed options
and plans of archaeologists of
the ministry of mines and petroleum. As a result, experts
in presence of acting minister of information and culture
Hasina Safi and acting minister of mines and petroleum
suggested that Ainak copper

mine should be extracted with
preservation of physical cultural resources in the respective site. They briefed related
to results of work of the twoday symposium and considered

it as beneficial to Afghanistan,
asserting that final decision
in this regard is in the hand of
Afghanistan government.
Meanwhile, in the symposium
attended also by deputy minis-

ter of art and culture for information and culture Prof.
Mohammad Rasul Bawary and
advisor to President Eng. Mohammad Yousuf Pashtoon, act-

See P6...

KABUL: Chief Executive
(CE) Dr. Abdullah Abdullah met
with members of Mujahideen
Solidarity Council here in his
residence yesterday, a statement said.
Briefing the council members on peace process and upcoming presidential elections,
Dr. Abdullah said Afghans demand durable peace and hoped

Doha intra-Afghan dialogue
could pave the way for direct
Afghan government and Taliban talks, the statement from
CE Press office said.
Hinting to council’s request
for preservation of Jihad and
Resistance Museum’s relics,
CE Abdullah said that issue had
been shared with ministry of
defense officials and would nev-

er allow any damages to the
museum.
Dr. Abdullah went on saying that cleaning of the museum to be done under supervision of the officials, so that damages to be prevented to the Jihad museum, the statement
added.
The Kabul Times

Media should ease awareness for citizens on
food standard, values: Sancharaki
KABUL: Deputy Minister
of Information and Culture on
Publication Affairs, Fazel
Sancharaki in a meeting
called the citizens’ awareness
on food standard and values the
responsibility of the media and
asked them to lodge it in their

commercial breaks, Bakhtar
News Agency reported the
Sunday.
In the meeting which was
held under the title of ‘Awareness on the National Agenda
of Food and Feeding Security
for the Media Outlet’ co-host-

ed by the Council of Ministers
Secretariat Office and the
Chief Executive Office, the
deputy minister said lack of
access to enough and fair food
by more than 18 million citizens of the country, was con-

See P6...
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World, regional countries’ demand
Afghan govt, Taliban direct talks
THE KABUL TIMES

Following recent consultation meeting between Pakistan, China and Russia in

ghanistan are asking for
starting official talks between
Afghanistan and Taliban.

The US Department of
State said in a statement the
other day that US, Russia and

Beijing where Taliban has
been asked for talks with Afghanistan government, a
number of members of leading
body of High Peace Council
(HPC) say progress has been
made in this regard.
Related to peace talks, a
member of the council’s leading body Qazi Mohammad
Amin Waqad expressed hope
they would get positive result
from the ongoing peace talks
between US and Taliban.
“Taliban better know that
the only solution of the issue
is the start of intra-Afghan dialogue,” Waqad said, adding
that not only Pakistan, China
and Russia but all allies of Af-

This comes after US peace
envoy for Afghanistan Zalmay
Khalilzad in a tweet said that
in a tripartite meeting held in
Beijing, all agreed that peace
talks should be soon started
between Taliban, Afghanistan
government and all other Afghans.
“Intra-Afghan negotiations between the Taliban, the
Afghan government, and other Afghans should start immediately; that these negotiations
should produce a peace framework as soon as possible; and
detail a future inclusive political arrangement acceptable to
all Afghans,” Khalilzad tweeted.

China believed that Pakistan
could play key role in Afghanistan peace process.
In the meeting in China,
Pakistan asked the Taliban
group to hold direct talks with
Afghanistan government. The
demand by Islamabad was
made before Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan and US
President Donald Trump’s
meeting set to be held on 22nd
July this month.
Pakistan is considered as
part of various bilateral, trilateral and quadrilateral and
multilateral mechanisms for
Afghanistan peace process.
Meanwhile, a number of regional countries are also in-

Editorial
Afghans welcome int’l support
for intra-Afghan talks
The US, China, Russia and Pakistan have jointly urged the
Taliban to immediately agree to a ceasefire and begin direct
negotiations with the Afghanistan government to end the 18year violence in the war-torn country.
In a joint statement, issued last Friday following the conclusion of a meeting on the Afghan peace process held in Beijing
on July 10-11, they re-affirmed that the negotiations should be
“Afghan-led and Afghan-owned” and produce a peace framework as soon as possible.
“This framework should guarantee the orderly and responsible transition of the security situation and detail an agreement on a future inclusive political arrangement acceptable to
all Afghans,” it said.
The US, Russia, China and Pakistan have asked relevant
parties to grasp the opportunity for peace and start immediately the intra-Afghan negotiations between the Taliban, the Afghanistan government and other Afghans, the statement said.
Pakistan for the first time joined the US, Russia and China’s
trilateral consultations on the Afghanistan peace process. Welcoming Pakistan in joining the consultation, the statement said,
“They believe that Pakistan can play an important role in facilitating peace in Afghanistan.”
As regional and international efforts intensified for peace in
Afghanistan, ensuring national ownership has gained a central
role in the country and international circles. National ownership of the talks can further open the door for peace in Afghanistan. The success of peace talks depend on aligning such efforts with those led by the Afghan people and government.
Such alignment helps Afghans to ensure the leadership and
ownership of the process and thereby achieve a sustainable
political settlement with the Taliban. To ensure such ownership, the peace talks shall be open and transparent to encourage the involvement and ownership of all Afghan stakeholders.
The US and international community, and regional stakeholders shall stress the imperative need for the Taliban to directly talk with the Government and the emphasis on the centrality of Afghan people and government in the peace process
as an essential element and inclusive part of the process.
The international community has an extremely important role
to play in this respect. Not only it is imperative for donor countries to voice their continued financial support for both the country’s development and military assistance to the Afghan armed
forces, but all countries with an interest in a peaceful and stable Afghanistan need to demonstrate their unwavering, yet critical, support for a negotiated peace process.
Afghan peace talks have entered to a critical phase. While
direct talks between the United States and the Taliban have
further opened the door for peace in Afghanistan, the success
of these talks depend how much the Afghan people and government will be involved in the process and have the ownership of
the talks.
Afghans welcome regional and international support for the
peace in the war-hit country but asking international support
during and after the peace process, as well as their key role in
post conflict to oversee the implementation of the peace deal
and guarantee that the warring parties to implement their commitments that will be made in a possible agreement.

terested in play role in Afghanistan peace process, while Afghanistan government insists
on its position towards the
country’s peace process and
wants it to be led and owned by
Afghans.
If a country cooperates
with close coordination of Afghanistan government in connection with acceleration of
trust-building and providing
facilities, their initiative and
cooperation are welcomed by
Afghanistan government, but
the main debate is how much
such meetings can pave the way
for starting direct talks between Afghanistan government and the Taliban group as
no organization, nobody and
no country can make decision
on Afghanistan peace.
Cooperation of regional
countries in connection with
finding a political settlement
for Afghanistan dispute is
necessary and can be useful,
but no regional and world
mechanism can be replaced
the intra-Afghan dialogue.
For the past 18 years, the government and people of Afghanistan have been making effort
to maintain lasting peace in
the country, but continued efforts of the people, government
and international community
have not given any results so
far. Previously, Taliban has rejected direct talks with Afghanistan government, but the
group has not said anything
regarding fresh demand of the
regional and world countries
for holding direct talks with
Afghanistan government.
Lailuma Noori

Development projects
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5000 families receive coupon
The in-charges of State
Ministry for Martyrs and Disabled Affairs reporting about
the process of distribution of
coupon to the heirs of military
martyrs and the victims of recent terrorist events in the
country added that so far, 5000
packages of food items (coupon) has been distributed to
these families.
The in-charges of this ministry also said that it is planned
this year, another 7000 coupons
to be distributed to other needy
families.
The spokesman of state
ministry for martyrs and disabled affairs Zia-ul-Haq Fazli
in a briefing with media said
that based on the decree of president Ghani, only the families
of martyrs of national security
directorate, ministries of interior, national defense as well
as the f amilies of recent 18
years terrorist attacks would
receive coupon.
Fazli regarded the aim of
distribution of these food items
packages is supporting of victims of security forces and appreciation of their families.
He said that in first step,
coupon would be distributed to
those eligible families in the
provinces belong to centra l
zone that are included of Kabul, Parwan, Kapisa, MaidanWardak and Logar and then to
other provinces.
The 12000 families of militarymen and the victims of war
would receive nine months coupon.
So far, 3000 00 families
have been registered as the civil and military heirs and disabled at the ministry of martyrs affairs and disabled.
The spokesman of this
ministry stated that from
among this figure 171 families
are included of heirs of military martyrs and civilians victims.
In such a state, those families who received coupon of food

items are complaining about
the slow process of distribution
of food items and hope this process to be continued in the future too.
Representing from one of
these families, Abdul Zaher
says that they only receive the
food package of Hamal solar
month and another months
didn’t distributed to them.
Zaher adds that his brother
Saleh Mohammad was one of
the personnel of national security directorate that lost his life
in 1381 in Logar.
According to him, 12 heirs
have been remained from his
brother and coupon can help his
family.
Likewise, Shekeba 42, the
lady of one of police officers
says that seven children and her
old mother remained from her
husband.
Mrs, Shekeba says that her
husband Mirajuddin martyred
in the war on terror six years
before.
This lady that received a
three month coupon hopes the
items of coupon should be increased and be distributed continuously to deserving families.
Despite of all these, the incharges of state ministry in
martyrs and disabled affairs say
that so far, the experimental
distribution process of coupon
was not ended and also no any
decree has been received for
continuation of the process after nine months as well.
The advisor in technical affairs of the ministry, Akbar
Zirak says that the reason behind slow distribution of coupon is this that the process is
experimental and some delay
has been occurred in its distribution but in upcoming Sunbula month, the three-months
package of food items would be
distributed for heirs of military
martyrs all tog ether and at
once.
Additionally, the in-charg-

es of this ministry say that the
packages of food items that are
distributing as booklet of the
rights of martyrdom are include of six food items of flour,
rice, edible oil, bean, tea and
lentil.
The incharges concerned
say that every food item package costs Afs. 4319.
The technical advisor of
this ministry says that the experimental distribution of this
coupon began in Hamal of current year and would continue
till month of Qa us for nine
months.
This is in a time that prior
of this, president Ghani distributed the package of food item
in Dalwa 15 of last year to a
number of families of military
martyrs and said that he assure
the citizens that those families,
who gave sacrifice for defending of their country would not
be forgotten.
Prior to this, distribution
of packages of food items was
continuing as free of charge by
government till beginning of
civil wars in 1371 solar year.
In such a way, the process
of distribution of food items
package resumed after 26 years
in the country.
It is mentionable that in
previous governments, all government personnel were enjoying from coupon packages beside the security and defense
forces personnel.
Based on this documents all
food items were distributing
free of charge via government
stores.
But now, it is unknown that
whether distribution of food
items packages would continue to the families of martyrs of
security personnel and families of war victims and would
cover all country or not?
The in-charges concerned
say that so far, no decree has
been released for continuation
of this process.
The Kabul Times

Gas, Russian gold, sugar,
flour prices down in Kabul
KABUL: The prices of liquefied gas, sugar, flour and
Russian gold have dipped while
the rate of Arabian gold increased during the outgoing
week in capital Kabul, market
sources said Saturday.
Mohammad Akram, a liquefied gas seller in Taimani area
of Kabul told Pajhwok Afghan
News that the price of a kilogram of the commodity was decreased from 65 Afghanis to 55
Afghanis.
However, fuel prices remain
steady.
Abdul Hadi, a worker at
Wazirabad Fuel Station in Kabul said a liter of petrol cost
52afs and the same quantity of
diesel 49afs, the same rates of
last week’s.
In food items, the prices of
flour and sugar slightly decreased.

M ohamma d Samim, a
wholesaler in Kabul’s Mandavi
Market, said that the price of
49 kilograms of Kazakhstani
flour wa s decrea sed from
1,470afs to 1,460afs and the
same quantity of Pakistani sugar from 2,040afs to 2,000afs.
However, he said that a tin
of 16 liters of Khurshid ghee
cost 1,080afs, 24kg of Pakistani
rice 2,200afs, one-kg of Indonesian green tea for 300afs and
the same amount of black African tea for 320afs, the same
rates of last week’s.
Ahmad Mustafa, who owns
a grocery store in Taimani area
of Kabul, sold a 50-kg sack of
Kazakhstani flour for 1,500afs,
a 4 9-kg bag of sugar for
2,100af s, 24-kg of Pa kistani
rice 2,500afs a 16-litre tin of
ghee for 1,150afs, one-kg of Indonesian green tea for 320afs

and the same amount of black
African tea for 360afs—higher
than wholesale rates.
The price of Arabian gold
increased while that of Russian
decreased.
Haji Fawad Ahmad Salehzada, a jeweler in Timor Shahee area of Kabul, said that the
price of one gram of Arabian
gold increased from 2,850afs to
2,900afs while the same quantity of Russian variety decreased from 2,40 0a fs to
2,200afs.
Haji Mir Hussian Sadaqat,
a moneychanger at the Money
Exchange Service in Sara-iShahzada, said one US dollar
was accounted for 80.15afs and
1,0 00 Pakistani rupees for
507 af s against la st week’s
80.10afs and 511afs.
Pajhwok
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Pakistan extends airspace ban
for Indian flights for fifth time
KABUL: Pakistan extended its airspace ban for the fifth
time to India till July 26, the
country’s civil aviation authority announced, news agencies
reported.
Pakistan fully closed its
airspace on February 26 after
the Indian Air Force fighter

Indian flights or not on July
26.
“However, this issue is a
bilateral one and no progress
will be made till both Islamabad and New Delhi decide it
mutually,” he said.
Last month, Pakistan gave
special permission to Indian

from Afghanistan and connect
eastern and western Asia,
ACAA said in a statement, adding the routes passed through
the airspace of Tajikistan to
travel to China and East Asia.
According to the statement, the ACAA established
one of the new air corridor on

been welcomed by airlines and
the International Air Transport Association (IATA).
The authority also lauded
these new routes as crucial in
strengthening the Afghan airspace capacity. The authority
had earlier announced that
since Pakistan closed its air-

jets struck a Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) terrorist training
camp in Balakot following the
Pulwama terror attack in
Kashmir.
“Pakistani airspace will be
closed until July 26 along its
eastern border with India. The
Panjgoor airspace will remain
open for overflying transit
flights from the western side
as Air India had already been
using that airspace,” the Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority said.
A Pakistan Civil Aviation
Authority official said as quoted by the PTI that the Pakistan government will review
whether to open its space for

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s flight to use its airspace for his official trip to
attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit in
Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyzstan. However, Modi’s aircraft avoided flying over Pakistan.
Meanwhile Afghanistan’s
Civil Aviation Authority
(ACAA) said last Tuesday that
two alternative new air routes
have been inaugurated following closure of Pakistani airspace for the Afghan overflights for more than four
months now.
The newly launched airways would facilitate flights

last Monday following an
agreement with the Civil Aviation Authority of Tajikistan.
Meanwhile, the other eastwest route which earlier
passed through Pakistan airspace has been opened by bypassing Pakistan. “No wall
commercial flights connect
East Asia to West Asia without crossing Pakistani airspace.”
Opening of the new flight
routes would shorten flight
distance between East Asia and
West Asia. Fly Dubai, Qatar
Airways and other airlines are
expected to use the new routes.
The ACAA said that the
launch of the new routes had

space, Afghanistan incurred
$15 million due to decreased
flights across Afghanistan.
This Pakistan airspace
closure resulted in suspension of 400 to 500 flights
which used to fly across Afghanistan into Pakistan and
some India airlines suspended their flights to Afghanistan
as well.
However, Indian flights enroute Afghanistan resumed
through Iran’s airspace to
avoid Pakistan; however, the
flights are time-consuming
with doubled air fares for passengers and they complain
about the hike of ticket prices. Shukria Kohistani

Bank registers over four
million jerib of govt lands
The Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD) has surveyed a nd reg istered over
400 00 00 Jerib government
lands in Land Bank.
Surveying and registration
of government lands and public properties was started in
March 2018 in 28 provinces, 15
months earlier. The total objectives of this program were identifying and fixing of government lands, preventing usurpation of government lands, distribution of land for deserving
individuals and implementation of public utility projects.
Spokesman of the MoUD
Hashmatullah Nasery said,
work on survey and registration
of government lands was started on mid 1396 with creation of
Land Bank and employment of
119 experts in 28 provinces but
practical survey and registration of government land was
started in March 2018 and so
far over four million jerib land
have been surveyed in these
areas. He added, simultaneous
with survey and registration of
these lands work on exploitation of those lands ha s also
been continued as 18000 jerib
government lands allocated for
implementation of 94 development projects to applicant administration following surveying and registration with the

Land Bank.
According to Nasery, over
12500 Jerib land and registered
government lands were distributed for 16500 repatriated and
IDPs families in Kabul, Nangarhar and Herat provinces.
Expressing pleasure on the
result of their 15 months work,
Nasery said that in 1397 the
presidential authority had set
up a target of survey and registration of two million jerib land
in 1397 and despite of intensified process of lands surveying
and registration, this would be
a time consuming program. He

expressed hope that this program would be completed in few
years, government and public
properties would be safe and be
used for proper goals.
The MoUD said that there
is no humanitarian or technical problem for survey and registration and at present the
only problem is security threats
in some areas. This program
would enable the government
to better implement its public
utility and development
projects and would be effective
in preventing of usurpation of
government and public lands

and attraction of investors.
At present about 1.6 million
jerib government lands are
under usurpation and MoUD
has managed to rescue 500000
jerib government lands from
local usurpers in Kabul, Kandahar and Herat. No government lands were usurped in
Kunduz, Nooristan, Dykondi
and Panjsher provinces. 18823
people were accused for usurpation of government lands out
of which 15131 people were introduced to A.G.O.
Ali Ahmad
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Alcoholic beverage
Air raid kills eight antigovernment militants in Kunar seized in Badghis
ASADABAD: As many as
eight armed oppositions were
killed during air attack carried
out by Afghan air forces in eastern Kunar province last night.
The terrorists have been
targeted inside their hideout in
Manogi district of the province.
Senior commander of Afghan national army in the east
of the country told BNA correspondent, eight rebels including two Pakistani insurgents
were killed during the attack.
The militants belonged to
Taliban group were involved
making mines and bombs that
targeted by Afghan air forces.
A terrorist hideout ha ve
been destroyed following the air
raids.
The Kabul Times

QALA-E-NAW: Local officials in Badghis province said
that 160 liters alcoholic beverage have been seized by Afghan

Sharifullah Chamto police
chief of Badghis told BNA correspondent, the alcoholic beverage have been seized during

capital of the province.
Four people were arrested
accused of the cases and introduced to judicial organs for fur-

security forces within the last
month in different parts of the
province.

several milita ry operations
conducted by security forces in
Qala-e-Naw city the provincial

ther judgement, Chamto added.
The Kabul Times

Drug caches destroyed in Farah
FARAH: Three large caches of drugs were destroyed in
Farah with all its equipment,
Bakhtar News Agency (BNA)
reported.
Mohibullah Mohib police

spokesman of Farah told
BNA, that Afghan security
forces during an operation in
Sheshki-bazar village of Bakwah district destroyed three
drug caches with all its equip-

ments.
In the operations, huge
amount of drugs and material
used in the combination of
drugs as well a quantity of ammunitions, explosives and two

motorbikes obtained, he added. He further said that drugs
and material which were used
in making drugs have been
burned in the area.
The Kabul Times

Ten Taliban militants
killed in Zabul
QALAT CITY: At least ten
armed Taliban killed and 15
wounded in the clash with Afghan security forces in Kakaran area of Qalat city, BNA reported.
The insurgents were targeted the other night by ground
and air forces in their hideouts
while they were organizing terrorist activities.
A senior national army
commander in the south of the
country told BNA, in the battles ten armed militants killed
and 15 others were wounded.
Police forces of Zabul prevented a series of explosion, by
uncovering and defusing 8
mines from crowded roads of the
province, no one has been detained in connection with these
mines.
The Kabul Times

Flood affected families
receive aids in Baghlan
PUL-E-KHOMRI: Anti-disaster office of Baghlan province assisted foodstuf fs and
non-foodstuffs to 100 flood affected families in Baghlan province.
Mojibulrahman Bahman
head of anti-disaster event of
Baghlan province told BNA, the
families were affected by flash
floods in current year in center and districts of that province.
It is mentionable that the
assistance include, foodstuffs
and non-foodstuffs have been
distributed on the occasion of
Independent Anniversa ry to
these families.
The process of the assistance continues to flood affected families in that province,
said the source.
The Kabul Times

Thousands of families benefit
from potable water in Faryab
MAIMANA: 20 potable
water wells were put into exploitation in Faryab province.
Dr. Naqibullah Khaliq governor of Faryab told BNA, the

wells were drilled from budget of national citizenship program of rural rehabilitation
and development ministry in
five districts of the province.

It is said that thousands of
families were benefited from
water of the wells in the mentioned districts.
The Kabul Times

36 drug smugglers
sentenced to Jail
KABUL: Primary courts
of anti-narcotic drug justice
center have sentenced 36 narcotic drug smuggler from 1-5
years of jail.
Khalid Mohad spokesman
of anti-narcotic drug justice
center told BNA correspondent, the drug smugglers have
arrested within the last one
week accused of 27 drug
smugglings cases in capital
and provinces.
Totally, 513 kg drugs and
188 liters chemical materials
have been seized from the arrested smugglers, Mohad added.

At the same time, 27 suspicious accused of 22 narcotic drug smugglings were arrested by Afghan security

forces and sent to anti-narcotic drug justice center for
judgement, Mohad concluded.
The Kabul Times
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India likely to continue supporting
Afghanistan despite US drawdown: Pentagon
KABUL: India is likely to
continue supporting Afghanistan with its financial and
other assistance despite the

try to limit Taliban, Pakistani,
and Chinese influence,” the
Pentagon said.
India desires a stable Af-

more during 2018.
“This aid marks a significant departure from India’s
previous policy of providing

capacity development, the report said.
US President Donald
Trump in his new South

US’ troop withdrawal to limit
the Taliban, Pakistani and
Chinese influence, the Pentagon has told the Congress.
In its latest report to the
Congress on Friday, the Pentagon said a significant deterioration of security conditions in Afghanistan, however,
may adversely affect the ability of India to provide aid to the
war-torn country.
With $3 billion in aid since
2001, India remains the largest regional donor to Afghanistan, the report said.
“In the event of a US drawdown in Afghanistan, India
likely will attempt to continue
its support to Afghanistan and

ghanistan that does not harbor terrorists who could target Indian interests and does
not have close ties
with Pakistan, it said.
“There are no reports indicating that India has taken
any serious action during the
reporting period that would affect the situation in Afghanistan,” the Pentagon said. It
said that in the 1990s, India
supported the former Northern Alliance and maintains
contact with Afghan power
brokers.
India has transferred a total of eight Mi-35 helicopters
to the Afghan Air Force, four
during 2015/2016 and four

only non-lethal military assistance,” the Pentagon told the
Congress.
“Pakistani sensitivities towards Indian involvement in
the country ultimately limited
the assistance. Additionally,
the Indian military provides
procurement and training support to help professionalize the
Afghan military and to improve its vehicle maintenance
capabilities,” it said.
However, Indian aid to Afghanistan focuses primarily
on four main categories: humanitarian assistance, major
infrastructure projects, small
and
community-based
projects, and education and

Asia strategy unveiled in August 2017 had sought a major
role for India in bringing peace
in Afghanistan.
He had accused Pakistan
of giving “safe haven to agents
of chaos, violence, and terror,”
and said the time had come
“for Pakistan to demonstrate
its commitment to civilization,
order, and to peace”.
In December last year,
Trump had announced that the
US would pull out troops from
Afghanistan.
The US still has about
14,000 troops in Afghanistan,
nearly 18 years after the USled invasion to topple the Taliban. The Kabul Times

The library bus in Afghanistan
that is driving change
At only 27, Freshta Karim
is the founder of Charmagz, an
organisation that transforms
buses into mobile libraries.
They drive them around
Kabul so that Afghanistan's
youngest citizens can develop
and foster a love for critical
thought and reading.
"We are a group of young
Afghans who have witnessed
war and its direct impact on our
childhood firsthand," says the
Charmagz team in their mission statement. "Our child-

hood, like millions of other Afghan children, was lost before
we could live it. The pain brings
us together in order to make a
difference in other children’s
lives."
Children are encouraged to
drop by before or after school
to read, play chess, learn and
debate.
The bus stops in each location for about two hours, and
when The National spoke to
Karim last year, she told us that
they have to take the still dev-

astating realities of life in Afghanistan into account when
they choose where to base the
bus:
“We park the bus on the
inside roads, and within communities, to avoid crowded places that could be likely terrorist
targets."
When we visited the library
bus last year we met young
reader, 10-year-old Zahra, sitting in the corner reserved for
solo reading. She spoke of her
favourite story, explaining that

while she loves reading she
does not have many books. "I
really enjoyed reading Badhsha-e-Tokham, about a king and
his knight. It teaches you to
always tell the truth," she says.
"The new stories read here,
I narrate them to my five sisters and brother at home,"
Zahra told us as she handed
over three books to Karim, returning them after she had taken them home.
thenational

Turkey delivers $4.5M worth
military aid to Afghanistan
Turkey has delivered military aid worth 4.5 million dollars to Afghanistan, as part of
the bilateral agreement, the
Turkish Embassy said in a
statement on Saturday.
According to the Turkish
Embassy in Kabul, this aid will
support logistical operations
of the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces. It
said the aid was part of the bilateral agreement inked on
Sept. 21, 2018.
Last year, Ankara ratified
a motion to extend the deployment of Turkish troops in Af-

ghanistan for another two
years as part of the NATO’s
support mission in the wartorn country.
The legislation that was
first passed by the Turkish
parliament in 2015 also
grants the government authority to permit foreign army personnel to be transported to and
from Afghanistan through
Turkey.
It is worth recalling the
two countries share time-tested and deep-rooted ties. One
of the first resolutions adopted by the Turkish Grand Na-

tional Assembly (TGNA) Government was related to opening a representation in Kabul.
Diplomatic relations between the two countries were
established through the signing of Turkey-Afghanistan Alliance Agreement in 1921.
Thus, Afghanistan has become the second country recognizing the TGNA. Turkish
Embassy in Kabul whose premises were a gift of King of
Afghanistan, Amanullah
Khan, was the first diplomatic
mission inaugurated in Kabul. yenisafak

Afghan man dies at
immigration detention
center in Australia
A 23-year-old man who fled
Afghanistan six years ago has
died at a Melbourne immigration detention center, the ABC
News said in a report on Saturday.
Emergency services were
called to the Melbourne Immigration Transit Accommodation Center (MITA) in Broadmeadows, in Melbourne’s
north, just after 11:30pm on
Friday, the report said.
The man was treated at the
scene but could not be revived
and a Victoria Police spokeswoman said he died about
12:20am on Saturday, the report said.

Police said the death was
not being treated as suspicious.
“We express our condolences to the man’s family and
friends,” an Australian Border Force spokesperson said
as quoted by the ABC News.
The ABC report says that
the man first entered Australia as an unaccompanied minor seeking asylum in 2013.
It is believed he had been
held at the MITA for 10 months
and had been seeking legal
help to arrange legal residency.
Carolyn Graydon, principal lawyer for the Asylum

Seeker Resource Centre, said
the death of the man "raises
serious questions".
“There are very serious
issues as to how he has been
treated since he arrived here
as a minor, what kind of support he was provided on his
journey seeking asylum and
protection, how he was treated
and bandied around from one
immigration center to another,” Graydon said.
“While the full circumstances are yet to emerge, I
think it's important that
there's a full inquiry into what
happened to him,” she said as
quoted by ABC News.
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China holds military drills after US approves arms sale to Taiwan
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Minister Safi chairs Road Nomination
Commission’s extraordinary meeting
KABUL: Chaired by acting
minister of information and
culture Hasina Safi, the road
nomination commission’s extraordinary meeting held here
yesterday, BNA reported.
The meeting discussed
Kabul Municipality’s request

for nomination, correction and
approval of the roads related
to districts 5, 6, 11, 16 and 17th
of Kabul, the agency said.
During the meeting, minister Safi said that cities’ identity and history should be considered while nomination of

the roads so that to be a guideline for the future generations,
the agency added. Meanwhile
acting minister of information
and culture emphasized on
holding of extraordinary meeting of the commission for further speeding up of the affairs.
The Kabul Times

Ainak copper mine should be
extracted with...
From P1

ing ministers of information
and culture and mines and petroleum thanked the foreign
and domestic experts for their
effort and suggestions during
the two-day symposium. They
considered the physical cultural resources and Ainak
copper mine as national in-

vestments, stressing that both
the physical cultural resources, showing national identify
of the country, should be preserved and Aynak copper
mine, considered as national
investment, should be extracted. Acting ministers of information and culture and mines

and petroleum asserted that
working report of results of
the two-day symposium, suggestion of foreign experts as
well as options and plans of the
ministries would be delivered
to President Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani for its final decision and approval.
The Kabul Times

Media should ease awareness...
From P1

cerning and added that lack of
access to sustainable fair food
was vital in the human society
and failure to have such foods
would face the society with
health and economic challenges, the agency quoted. Sancharaki asked the entire media outlets to pay attention to
the said issues during their

commercial breaks, according
to the agency. Likewise, Nasrullah Arsalayee, head of CMs
Secretariat Office said lack of
the officials attention to sound
and enough food for the citizens caused health and economic challenges increase
and food security lacked. Minister of Public Health, Dr.

Firuzuddin Firuz also spoke
at the meeting and asked the
households for preventing
malnutrition among children
as both mother and child need
enough, energetic and nutritious feeding since the formation of embryo.
The Kabul Times
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China 's military has recently carried out air and naval drills along its southeast
coast, the defence ministry has
said, in an announcement that
came after Beijing demanded
the cancellation of a potential
arms sale from the United
States to self-ruled Taiwan.
In a brief statement on Sunday, the ministry described the
exercises as "routine arrangements in accordance with an-

nual plans for the military".
It said they were held in
"recent days".
On Friday, China said it
would impose sanctions on US
firms involved in a deal to sell
$2.2bn worth of tanks, missiles
and related equipment to Taiwan, saying it harmed China's
sovereignty and national security. That announcement came
as Ta iwanese President Tsai
Ing-wen visited New York on a

transit stop to diplomatic allies
in the Caribbean, a trip that has
also infuriated Beijing, further
straining Sino-US ties already
affected by a bitter trade war.
Prior to leaving for the US,
Tsai said the island was facing
threats from "overseas forces",
in a veiled reference to China.
China, which claims selfruled and democratic Taiwan as
its own and views it as a wayward province, had called on the
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US not to allow Tsai to transit
there on her overseas tour.
In a statement on Sunday,
Taiwan's Presidential Office
cited National Security Council Deputy Secretary-General
Tsai Ming-yen as saying Tsai
had spoken by telephone with
US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi while she was in the US and
met with other senators and
members of Congress, without
naming them. Aljazeera
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Hong Kong protesters take
aim at Chinese traders

Hong Kong activists have
protested a gainst mainland
Chinese traders in a town near
the border, seeking to channel
energy from huge demonstrations against an extradition bill
to another problem they say the
government has mismanaged.
Saturday's demonstration
in the town of Sheung Shui, not
far from the Chinese city of
Shenzhen, started peacefully
but devolved into scuffles and
shouting, with police f iring
pepper spray at protesters and
pushing them back with baton
charges. Demonstrators threw
umbrellas and hard hats back
at them.
The protest in Sheung
Shui was the latest in a string
of demonstrations that have
roiled the former British colony for more than a month, fuelling its biggest political crisis since China regained control of the territory in 1997.
Millions of people have taken part in street protests, with
hundreds even storming the
legislature on July 1, against
the now-suspended extradition
bill that would have allowed
criminal suspects in Hong Kong
to be sent to China to face trial.
Critics saw the bill as a
threat to Hong Kong's rule of
law. Chief Executive Carrie
Lam suspended the bill last
month in the face of opposition
and this week sa id it was
"dead". But opponents say they
will settle for nothing short of
its formal withdrawal.
Most of the protests have
taken place in and around Hong
Kong's central business district, but recently demonstrators turned their sights to parts
of the territory that have seen
less political activity. They have
also sought to broaden support
for the movement by focusing
on narrower, more domestic issues.
Tens of thousands of protesters staged an anti-extradition march last Sunday through
one of the most popular tourist
shopping areas in Kowloon,
where they tried to win support
from mainland Chinese tourists.
On Sa turday, the focus
again turned away from downtown Hong Kong to Sheung
Shui, a town close to the border where so-called "parallel
traders" from the mainland buy
bulk quantities of duty-free
goods, which they then carry
into China to sell. Aljazeera

Macron announces creation of
French space force command

French President Emmanuel Macron has approved the
creation of a military space
force command to boost the
country's military capabilities
amid a precarious state of ties
with the US.
M acron made the announcement while addressing
a military audience a t the
French Defense Ministry in
Paris on Saturday, stressing
that the new command would
eventually be part of his coun-

try's air force.
“To give substance to this
doctrine and ensure the development and reinforcement of
our space capabilities, a space
command will be created next
September in the air force,”
Macron said, adding that the
investment involved has yet to
be determined.
Macron called the renewed
military focus on space a "true
national security issue.”
The French president had
previously spoken of the need
for a strategy for space defense
in the face of growing threats
from other powers amid a race
in space militarization.
"The new spatial and military doctrine that has been proposed to me by the (defense)
ministry, which I have approved, will allow us to ensure
our defense of space...," he said
on Saturday.
"We will reinforce our

knowledge of the situation in
space, we will better protect our
satellites, including in an active manner.”
France plans to spend four
billion dollars on space militarization between 2019 and
2025.
Macron’s announcement,
made on the eve of France's
Bastille Day national celebrations that feature a military
parade down Paris's ChampsElysees, showed the country’s
interest in boosting its military
readiness in space following
increased spending by the US,
China and Russia.
The administration of US
President Donald Trump drafted a plan last year to establish
a new “Space Force” that would
serve as the sixth branch of the
US military by 2020 . The
project still requires the approval of Congress.
Presstv

UK says Iran tanker will be freed
after guarantees on destination
British Foreign Secretary
Jeremy Hunt sought to ease
tensions with Iran on Saturday,
saying a tanker held by Gibraltar would be released if Tehran
guaranteed it was not heading
to Syria.
He said he had a “constructive call” with his Iranian counterpart M ohammad Java d
Zarif, who he said assured him
that Tehran “is not seeking to
escalate” tensions between the
countries.
“I reassured him our concern was destination not origin
of the oil on Gra ce One,” a
tanker seized off the coast of
the tiny British territory of
Gibraltar on July 4, Hunt tweeted.
US officials believed the
tanker was destined for Syria
to deliver oil, in violation of
separate sets of EU and US
sanctions.
Hunt said Britain “would
facilitate release if we received

guarantees that it would not be
going to Syria, following due
process in Gib (Gibraltar)
courts.
“Was told by FM Zarif that
Iran wants to resolve issue and
is not seeking to escalate.”
Tehran had reacted angrily
to the seizure, and Britain this
week said Iranian military vessels had tried to “impede the
passage” of a British oil tanker in the Strait of Hormuz.

Hunt said Gibraltar’s Chief
Minister Fabian Picardo was
doing an “excellent job co-ordinating issue and shares UK
perspective on the wa y forward”.
Hunt a lso said he raised
with Zarif the imprisonment of
British-Iranian national Nazanin Zagha ri-Ratcliffe, and
Zarif “said he would continue
to seek to find a solution.”
Alarabiay
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