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NPC approves 17 contracts worth
2.35 billion Afghanis

KABUL: The National Procurement Commission with
President Mohammad Ashraf
Ghani on the chair held its 191st
session here on Sunday evening
and discussed 18 contracts and
approved 17 procurement related contracts worth 2.35 billion
Afghanis, a statement from National Procurement Authority
(NPA) said yesterday.
While discussing a contract
related to Ministry of Interior
for procurement of bread, the
president emphasized on accu-

racy in estimation rates, instructing the Afghanistan Integrity Watch, Ministries of Finance, Commerce and Industries, Economy and NPA to prepare a resolution for standardization of the estimation rates
within upcoming two months
and report to the session, the
statement added.
Meanwhile the session rejected the contract of Kokcha irrigation and Archi Canal related to Ministry of Energy and
Water for further evaluation,

the statement said.
According to the statement,
the session approved Ministry
of Mines and Petroleum’s report on status of contracts for
exploitation of Marble stones of
Kabul, Maidan-Wardak and
Nangarhar.
The session also discussed
and approved the necessary
budget for construction of surrounding wall of the Afghan
embassy in Washington DC related to Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Construction of M inting
Printing Press building and
contract for maintenance of
generators related to Ministry
of Nationa l Defense were
among other procurement issues which were discussed and
approved by the commission.
The session also tasked the
Ministry of Finance to coordinate with De Afghanitan Breshna Sherkat and connect MoD’s
bases to national electricity program.
The Kabul Times

NUG leaders condemn Taliban’s attack in Kabul
KABUL: The National Unity Government leaders denounced the attack in Kabul,
saying the terrorists once again
carried out crime in the city and
martyred a number of civilians,
including children and women.
“The government is leading
peace programs in line with the
decisions made in Peace Concultative Loya Jirga. But Tali-

ban once again continued their
inhuman acts and targeted civilians to show their vicious
goals,” the President said as
quoted in a statement from the
presidential press office.
Meanwhile the Chief Executive Dr. Abdullah Abdullah
went on saying that Taliban terrorists while talking about
peace, targeting the defenseless

Afghan citizens, which shows
these terrorists have been defeated in combat fronts by the
brave Afghan forces and carrying such attacks to only disrupt
the peaceful atmosphere in the
city.
According to officials at the
Ministry of Public Health, one
person was martyred, and more
than hundred people injured

during the incident. According
to MoI spokesman 210 civilians
who were living near the attack
scene were rescued by security
forces.
Nusrat Rahimi also said
that all five atta ckers were
gunned down by security forces.
The Kabul Times

Uzbekistan PM, Minister Qayoumi discuss
enhancing economic cooperation
KABUL: Uzbek delegation
comprised of government officials led by Prime Minister of
Uzbekistan Abdulla Oripov arrived at northern Baklh Province and was welcomed by the
Presidential senior advisor and
acting minister of Finance Mohammad Homayoun Qayoumi,
a statement said.
The Uzbek delegation visit
aimed to boost economic and
trade cooperation, the statement from the Ministry of Finance said yesterday.
In the meeting , Minister
Qayoumi and Uzbek Prime
Minister discussed Hairatan to
Mazar-e-Sharif railway, import
of energy (electricity) from
Uzbekistan, establishing energy infrastructures in Afghanistan, Uzbekistan’s cooperation
and investment in textile industry and agriculture including
purchase of fertilizer, export of

cotton and establishing a sample gardening in Afghanistan,
the statement said. Two sides
agreed that the technical team
consist of the two sides work on
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the above-mentioned issues and
finalize ag reements to be
signed till the next session
which will take place in Tashkent. Likewise,
in
the

meeting, two sides emphasized
on strengthening and expanding economic and trade relations, the statement added.
The Kabul Times

Taliban cannot
win through
violence

Uzbekistan pays $45 million for Afghan
electricity transmission line: Uzbek PM
KABUL: Chief Executive Dr.
Abdullah Abdullah met visiting
Uzbekistan Prime Minister Abdulla Oripov and his accompanied delegation in northern
Balkh Province here yesterday,
a statement said.
Welcoming Uzbek Prime
Minister, Dr. Abdullah called
Afghanistan as the second home
for Uzbek people, adding Afghans were praising the delegation’s trip and holding of exhibition of Uzbekistan products
in Mazar-e-Sha rif city, the
statement from Chief Executive
Press Office said.
Praising Uzbekistan’s role
in trade and investments in Af-

Chief Executive emphasized on
boosting such ties, saying holding of such exhibitions to further enhance trade relations
between the two countries, the
statement quoted as saying.
Dr. Abdullah went on saying
that Afghan merchants also demand to hold their product’s
exhibition in Uzbekistan, adding Afghanistan is still the biggest importer and the government is trying to maintain the
import and export balance. “We
are committed to ease investment opportunities for Uzbek
traders and meanwhile looking
forward to such opportunity in
Uzbekistan.”

port of peace process in Afghanistan.
Meanwhile
Uzbekistan
Prime Minister thanked Afghans warm welcome and hospitality, saying his country was
committed to enhanced bilateral trade ties.
“We want improved relations between the two countries,
and we have held this exhibition for such reason,” PM Oripov said, as quoted in the statement.
Uzbek Prime Minister went
on saying that his country was
ready to cooperate in the areas
of agriculture, commerce, energy, railway, gas and investments

ghanistan, Dr. Abdullah said it
was the time to practically implement the MoUs reached between the two countries for enhancing trade and economic cooperation.
Hinting to trade ties between the two countries, the

Condemning yesterda y’s
terrorist attack in Kabul, Dr.
Abdullah said continued war
and bloodshed would not bring
a desired result, but the intraAfghan talks could be the only
solution. The Chief Executive
also praised Uzbekistan’s sup-

with Afghanistan. “The electricity tra nsmission line from
Sorkhan of Uzbekistan to Pule-Khumri of Afghanistan which
is around 200 KM costs 110 million USD and Uzbekistan is
paying 45 million of it,” he added. The Kabul Times

Taliban attack in Kabul leaves dozens
of students injured: MoE
KABUL: More than 50 students injured in a suicide car
bombing claimed by the Taliban
on Monday, the Ministry of Education said in a statement.
The attack happened yesterday morning in PD16 of Kabul
City targeting a military logistic center. According to the MoE,
all of the students are belong-

ing to two private schools located near to the site of the incident.
The students injured after
the windows of the schools were
smashed as a result of the blast.
All the students were in a stable health condition.
The blast shattered the windows of five nearby schools in

PD16 and PD9 areas of the City,
the statement added. The Education Ministry called on warring parties to respect the safety of students, teachers, schools,
and staff members of the ministry. The Afghan government
and the U.S. embassy in Kabul
condemned the attack.
The Kabul Times
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On the occasion of the 100th independence anniversary:

Taliban cannot win
through violence
A car bomb and gunfighters targeting a military logistics depot
in east Kabul wounded at least 65, including schoolchildren and
women on Monday, according to officials. The Taliban have claimed
the responsibility of the complex attack, which began with a thundering bomb blast heard throughout the city around 9 a.m., when
the capital’s streets were filled with commuters.
Meanwhile, the Taliban suicide bombers have also martyred and
wounded at least 19 people in an attack on a government office as
the group continues to hold peace talks with US officials in Qatar to
end the 18-years-long Afghanistan war. Taliban fighters rammed four
armored vehicles packed with explosives into a government compound in Maruf district late on Saturday.
Eight election workers, who were stationed at the district center
to register voters ahead of the presidential polls in September, were
also martyred in the attack. The Taliban claimed responsibility for
both attacks, which mostly targeted civilians and the innocent schoolchildren and women.
This is while that the seventh round of peace talks that got under
way in the Qatari capital on Saturday is aimed at hammering out
the fine print of an agreement that to bring lasting peace in the wartorn country. The agreement is also expected to provide guarantees
that Afghanistan will not again harbor armed groups to carry out
attacks worldwide.
Indeed, the series of attacks in Kabul and other provinces, which
were claimed their responsibilities by the Taliban insurgents, aggravated more the sense of mistrust of a fruitful negotiation and
shattered the public hope for a peaceful year. The diplomatic strategy for reducing violence, which was suggested widely, does not seem
to be instrumental anymore.
The Taliban has never shown tendency towards peace talks and
continued their militancy campaign against the Afghan nation. For
example, they carried out large-scale attacks on Afghan soil to demonstrate their power and show that they are the winner in the bloody
game. The Afghan government’s message of peace and reconciliation was misconstrued.
It is believed that mistrust is generated by the Taliban’s intensified attacks. Notwithstanding the peace talks, the Taliban outfit continues its offensive against Afghan soldiers and civilians and refuse
to hold talks with the Afghan government. In other words, the Taliban’s bargaining for higher price and their heavy attacks leave little room for trust.
The Taliban have constantly turned a deaf ear to the demands of
Afghan nation. They turned down the public demands for talks and
ceasefire. They have also constantly refused the demand of peace
marchers, who were urging warring parties to stop war.
Attacking public places, targeting children, women and civilians
as a whole would not produce positive outcome for the Taliban militants, but rather would increase people hates against them. Meanwhile their attacks on civilians is a war crime and the international
agencies should hold Taliban accountable for their bloody attacks.
As the Taliban are aware that Afghans are highly frustrated with
their acts of violence and terror, they should no more continue their
insurgency. The Taliban have to use the current opportunity for supporting peace to avoid the public rage and do not miss this chance.
It is clear that if they continue the war for one decade more, they
will not win. Hence, they had better stop the conflict and be integrated into the government’s body.

which were the guarantors of
rights of women, establishment
of schools and madrassas for
girls and appearance of “Irshdun-Neswan”, the specific publication of women.
The issuance of this publication had its own importance.
Because from one side, in conservative society of that time, Afghanistan was enumerating
one of manifestations of modernism and authority of modernism forces and on the other,
it was the first specific publication of women that was publishing in the region.
One of French expert in Afghanistan affairs belong to
Habibullah and Amanullah’s
periods believes that the work
and efforts made by Ms. Asma
the lady of Mahmoud Tarzi who
released the publication belong
to women was effective in the
connection.
Ms. Rouh Afza was editor inchief and Ms “Asma” was editor of Irshadun-Neswan, the
first specific publication for
women.
The first issue of “IrshadunNeswan” the specific weekly
publication of women was published in Thursday March
17,1921, but so far, its exact number is unknown.
Dr. Assadullah Shoaour believes that the press of Amanullah period helped in nourishment of a freedom-loving and
freedom-fighting generation.
The generation when in the
subsequent years when the civil freedoms were negated, their
representatives sacrifices themselves for regaining of those
freedoms.
It is obvious that the numerous publications and relatively
freedom of expression and ex-

or

Editorial

In this period the press was
under the censorship of government. According to Dr. Assadulah Shoaour, this censorship
was very slight comparing other periods.
We didn’t heard about serious censorship of press by government. But, as Afghanistan
was a backward country and the
backward mentality is remained in Afghanistan till date.
Some authorities in the
then government were trying to
impose their thoughts to others
in contradiction with regulations and principle of press under government control. This
should not be regarded as government control over press.
Enlightened supporting the
king:
Why there were meag re
cases of censor of journalists
and publications and calling to
account of journalists. Dr. Senzel Naveed regards it as agreeing of journalists and the king
in person.
One of Amani’s government
goals was establishment of democracy. So, the free press was
enshrined in constitution and
some figures like Mohayyudin
Anis was from among liberals
that was in agreeing with the
king. Because of this, meagre
difference was seen between
free and government press. Because, majority of editor inchiefs were in harmony with the
king.
Paying heed to the rights
and freedoms of women:
One of prominent specifications of this period was paying
serious attention towards life,
rights and basic freedoms of
women in Afghanistan.
The symbols of this attention were focusing to the laws
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Amanullah Khan period and first
experience of freedom of press
pansion of press in provinces
can ca use further political
awareness of people.
In this period, 14 printing
houses were active in capital
and provinces of the country.
The figures show that from
1324 to 1327 about 700000 text
books were printed in these
printing houses that was unprecedented in Afghanistan.
With the collapse of Amani
government, those enlightened
were under the influence of
press in Amani period acted
more to protect democracy that
hundreds with families sacrificed themselves in this way.
Impact of press on literature:
Researchers believe that the
press of period of Amanullah
Khan remained its impact in the
field of literature as well.
Latif Nazemi, Poet, journalist and researcher in literature
believes the press of this period was the first manifestation
literal experiences in Afghanistan.
For example: The first story was printed in Afghanistan
in this period that its first one
is “Jehadi-Akbar”, that was
written by one of Indians residing in Afghanistan.
He was one of constitutionalists. According to him, majority of historians believe the
press of Amani period despite
playing role in promotion of
mentality of freedom-loving,
progressive and expansion of
modernism, was supported by all
social and political groupings.
Great spiritual figures, great
land-lords, influential figures,
nobelists and some court dwellers were satisfied with reforms
of this period.
A number of historians be-

lieve that there were some documents that a number of government officials in collaboration with that of British-Indians maintained contact and
were willing to collapse the
Amani kingdom.
Similarly, a number of spiritual leaders in borderly regions were propagating against
Amanullah Khan among tribes.
These factors caused that
the regime of Amanullah be collapsed in January 1929 and
Emir Habbibullah Kalakani
who wa s famed as “Son of
Saqao” took the throne.
The short period of Kalakani was passed in war and
clashes. Reforms were stopped,
but a number of periodicals
were publishing in capital and
provinces of the country.
“Aman-i-Afghan” was replaced by Habibul-Islam publication as soon as possible.
In this nine months period,
a number of publications were
defending from Emir Habibullah Kalakani and a number of
publications belong to Amani
period were publishing in the
provinces were under the control of anti-government forces.
Some new publications also
were established in a number
of provinces.
In the name of “Ghairat-iIslam” a publication was established in Jalalabad and Ibrahim
Kamavi was publishing a publication in the name of “Al-Aiman” that was anti-government.
After nine months, the monarchy of Emir Habibullah was
collapsed.
He and his close colleagues
were executed and in Oct. 1929
Nader Khan took the throne.
Concluded
The Kabul Times
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Afghanistan-Pakistan
relations improving
Despite of being close
neighbors a nd both people
share plenty of common including religion, language, history,
culture…. etc and at present
both are facing common opportunities and threats, but the relations between the two countries have been seldom good and
have been tensed and continuously affected with tension and
clashes, particularly in the recent four decades and even in
recent yea rs these relations
have developed to the border of
cutting ties.
But now, evidents narrate
that the relations between the
two countries are being changed
and most likely after long years
being improving and advance
toward further improvement.
Since the taking over of
Emran Khan as PM of Pakistan,
time and again different opinions have been expressed and it
has been said that they are in

favor of positive change in both
countries relations particularly in the wake of recent visit of
president Mohammad Ashraf
Ghani to Pakistan at the head
of a senior delegation at the official initiation of PM Emran
Khan.
During this visit each one
of Islamabad authorities in their
turn and their official speeches
requested change of these ties.
Quoting a press release of
PM Khan Press Office emphasizing that he respects Afghanistan national sovereignty and
territorial integrity, PM Khan
has said that a new chapter will
be opened in both countries relations.
The Pakistani Dawn Newspaper quoting the press release
of PM Khan Press Office has
wrote that both leaders have
agreed to open a new chapter of
friendship and cooperation
based on mutual confidence and

coordination in the benefit of
both countries that as a result
peace, sta bility and welfare
would be dominating the region.
Dawn has added that beside
declining to establish political,
commercial, economic and social relations, PM Khan has reiterated that Pakistan respects
Afghanistan’s national sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Prior to this and even during his
electoral campaigns Khan had
emphasized that in case of his
party’s victory and taking over
of Pakistan PM position, he
would settle current problems
in his country’s relations with
Afghanistan and would improve
both countries relations. Because in PM Khan’s opinion,
improving of relations between
the two countries is in the benefit of regional stability and economic growth.
The Kabul Times

Tuesday, July 02, 2019

Over 100,000 Afghan refugees forced
to return home in 2019, official
KABUL: Officials of the
country’s ministry of refugees
and repatriates have said that
more than 100,000 Afghans have
been forced by Pakistan and
Iran to return home this year.
After the U.S. intensified
sanctions on Iran, the neighboring country increased pressure
on the Afghan refugees and recently forced thousands of Afghans to return to their country, Abdul Bari Ansari, the ministry’s media advisor told reporters few days ago.
The United Nations High
Commission for Refugees has
also said those returning home
from Iran and Pakistan have not
access to enough food, job,
health and education. But assured that the organization
would do its best to widen its
cooperation for the tens of thousands of repatriates who return
their country annually.
Meanwhile, the ministry’s
authorities said both internally displaced people and those
returning home would be pro-

vided with enough facilities and
their other needs would be met
duly.
This is while, political experts and citizens blamed the
organs concerned for having no
effective plan for the Afghan
returnees and the challenges
facing them in the hosting countries.
“The government has no
practical and timely programs
for those Afghans returning
home from the foreign countries. There is no job, no shelter for them, when they return
are being deported from other
countries, particularly from
Iran and Pakistan,” Mohammad
Modaqqeq a political analyst
told The Kabul Times.
According to him, with the
security situation getting worsened, suicide attacks increased,
war between government forces and militants intensified and
bad news going viral about widening ISIS presence in Afghanistan, the disparate people have
no way except to leave the coun-

try and seek asylum to other
countries.
About the Afghan refugees
residing in Iran, a private university lecturer, Hashemi said:
“Unfortunately, Afghans are
facing numerous challenges in
other countries. By increasing
sanctions on Iran from the U.S.,
Afghan refugees are facing
though problems, while no
country, according to the Human Rights Conventions is allowed to torture or abuse refugees.”
Immigration crisis is making the world’s main challenges, with Afghanistan and Syria
having the highest record of
immigrants in the world, dealing with their problems has
turned too hard and their needs
are not addressed as required
in the hosting countries, he
said.
As now that Iran announced
to pull out Afghans from its soil,
this is the responsibility of the
Afghan government to provide
them with proper places, liveli-

hood and other facilities, said
the expert.
Some Afghan citizens said
that the government lacked a
proper plan for the Afghans returning home. “They should be
provided with shelter and job
inside the country,” sa id
Maryam a student of governmental Aryana High School.
She also advised her Afghan
citizens not get involved in illegal activities while illegally living in other countries, as he
believed most of deportees are
from those breaking the hosting countries laws and resorting to illegal activities.
But, Ali Reza who has recently returned home from Iran
said, since his return two
months ago, no attention has
been paid to him and his family
by the government. “Only one
international organization has
cooperated with us, when we
were crossing the border. I expect education and job to be provided for us inside our country.”
Suraya Raiszada

For Afghan women, an end to illiteracy is a few cellphone
calls away – thanks to a made-in-Canada plan

28th Asad; a glorious,
historical day
The Afghan full of ups and
down history has inserted divers
days in itself as one of these
memorable and glorious days is
28th Asad that has been accepted
as the freedom symbol of the
country.
Exactly one hundred years
ago, on 28th Asad (Aug 19.1919)
or 1298 solar year, Afghanistan
political independence was restored and a new chapter was
opened in our old history.
Although the Great Britain
was not such a country that from
whom we could got rid off simply, but nevertheless due to huge
failures that had sustained, it
failed to become barrier in the
path of Afghan brave people freedom and independence movement led by their progressive
and patriotic ruler and leader,
King Amanulla h Khan and
yielded to our independence, but
continued its covert interferences for long time.
In the wake of Afghanistan
independence restoration, the
GB had dominated the Indian
subcontinent for over quarter a
century and was able and managed to supervise situation of
Afghanistan through different
ways and had paved the way for
its interference.
But despite of that Afghanistan had restored its political independence officially and was
acting as an independent country in its foreign relations.
But exactly six decades later, Afghanistan independence

was once again invaded by our
northern neighbor of the Soviet Union Red Army who was encountered with strong reaction,
resistance and firm intention of
our brave and freedom loving
and freedom fighter people and
their freedom fighting was recorded in the world history
A question arises here that
why Afghanistan has always
been invaded alone? This question needs convincing response.
Experts believe that few important reasons and factors are behind these consecutive overt and
covert invasions of the then political and military superpowers.
Geographical location of our
country could be one of these
factors. The Afghan brave people protected and defended their
small country with sincere devotion while surrounded by defunct USSR, China, India, Pakistan and Iran. This key location had naturally invited invasion of invadors.
The second important factor
behind several invasions could
be our virgin and unearthed
natural resources that have always encouraged and attracted
creedy countries to invade it.
Fortunately so far have failed
to achieve their nasty goals and
bad intentions and were notorious.
The third factor which is
domestic factor includes no attention to national unity, weakness and egoism of the then gov-

ernments who had taken political power in their hands, illiteracy and laziness of people on
certain occasions had caused the
opportunists to exploit it and
invade us.
Beside the three abovementioned factors, there are other
reasons too that had faced our
peaceful homeland to the past
and present tragic consequences. The Afghan people need to
distinguish and remove them.
Every person and country is
allowed to be proud of its honors. For example sport competitions, whenever a country is
announced winner in the world
competitions or at regional level achieves a championship, its
people became extremely happy, appear in the streets and
express their pleasure while
preservation of independence
and freedom and achieving national honors are much more
enjoyable then that.
The Afghan people have not
only given sacrifices for achieving of freedom but for protection of independence too.Our
history testifies the braveries
and devotion and sacrifices of
Ahmad Shah Baba, Mirwais
Khan, Wazir Akbar Khan,
Ghazi Ayoub Khan, Mullah
Muskalam etc. plus mujaheddin of Afghan war against Russians who gave unique sacrifices for defending of their freedom. We appreciate all of them
and promote their achievements. Shukria Kohistani

In a country in which education is under threat and often
can’t reach rural regions, prerecorded lessons over the phone
offer a life-changing chance
Fatima Ali and her three
children stand outside their
home in Herat, Afghanistan. Fatima grew up in Ghor province,
where working as a shepherd,
marriage and motherhood prevented her from getting an education.
For most of her life, Fatima
Ali could only count to 25: the
number of animals she had to
take care of as a shepherd girl.
When she was barely in her
teenage years, living in Afghanistan’s Ghor province, she was
told she was too old to work
away from home, was not allowed to go out alone and was
soon married off. Shortly later,
Fatima became a mother and
thought she’d missed her
chance to ever learn to read or
write.
Now in her 30s, with three
children, she’s finally getting
the chance.
A new venture, developed by
Partnership-Afghanistan and
Canada (PAC) in collaboration
with the University of British
Columbia and World Vision, has
started to bring education to
women in Afghanistan’s most
remote communities through
mobile classes. Daily prerecorded phone calls deliver a set of
sessions teaching reading and
writing skills in Dari, a Persian
dialect and one of Afghanistan’s
main languages. And all the
women need is a pen, some paper, a textbook for learning the
alphabet and a cellphone. The
calls focus on letter pronunciation and, once the alphabet is
memorized, simple reading exercises. Since the program
launch, 200 women have participated, with a total of 76 lessons
available.
With the majority of Afghans
still living in rural areas, often
with relatives working in neighbouring countries, simple cellphones – even if shared among
family members – are common
for both emergencies and to stay
in touch with family. Throughout most of the country, reception is now available through a
number of Afghan telecommunications providers.
Fatima, with a green head
scarf tossed over her black hair,
crouches on a thin pillow on the
concrete floor outside her
house’s living room at 9 o’clock
every morning, books spread out
in front of her, waiting for her

cellphone to ring.
Inside the house, her children sit mesmerized in front of
an old TV. “The lessons take me
through a book and teach me
how to pronounce letters and
words,” she says proudly
through a Dari translator.
In Afghanistan, a country
mired in conflict for decades,
education continues to be under threat. Last year was the
deadliest yet for civilians, according to a report from the

an organization working toward
sustainable peace and development in Afghanistan.
“It’s the most useful way to
deliver education to rural women who are locked behind thick
walls in the dominant male society and are often discouraged
to leave the house for the purpose of education. We adopted
our approached to the environment and to cater to families
significantly affected by the
stress and violence of war,” she

United Nations, and while peace
talks between the Taliban and
United States are under way, the
Afghan government has largely been left out. Hundreds of
schools across the country are
closed because of conflict or occupied by armed forces. There
were 192 attacks on schools in
2018, up from 68 the previous
year, according to Unicef. Bleak
literacy numbers confirm just
that: Only 38 per cent of adults
are literate, says UNESCO,
with the female rate dipping to
17 per cent – most of them living in urban areas.
The country has seen a
surge in violence since April,
when the Taliban announced
their annual fighting season,
and in areas in which war is raging, education takes a backseat.
For Fatima, living in a village
outside Herat with a conservative husband who largely restricts her to the house, mobile
education is her only chance.
“It’s exactly why we came up
with the idea,” says Shahnaz
Qayumi, who was born in Afghanistan, left in the 1970s and
now lives in Vancouver where
she teaches early childhood education at Langara College and
serves as a board member at
PAC, a Canadian humanitari-

explains.
Herat province, overlooking
neighbouring Baghdadis province. Many remote parts of Afghanistan still don't have
schools, and children displaced
by war and natural disasters,
like the child below, often lack
the chances to access them.
But while the software required to run the program was
quickly developed with a team
of UBC’s tech experts, setting
up LIVES (Learning Through
Interactive Voice Educational
System) on the ground was a
different story. Recording lessons and finding a telecommunications company to partner
with proved to be a lot of work.
What was even more challenging, however, was making
the program accessible to the
women. “You wouldn’t believe
what we had to deal with,” says
Arezu Popal, who works for
World Vision, the aid agency
that rolled out the program.
Most women resided in dangerous areas or were displaced.
Some, she says, lived on unpaved roads as far as 15 hours
away from Herat, where the
program is based. Then there
was the matter of persuading
the husbands to share their
wives’ phone numbers.

"They were suspicious. It
took a while for them to understand that every time their
wives’ phones rang, it was only
a recorded voice of a woman.”
All calls are made through
Roshan, an Afghan telecommunications company with antennas across most of the 37-million-strong country, which
charges the program a monthly
subscription fee of about $1,600.
“The system makes the call, but
lessons and time slots are still
assigned manually,” project
manager Fahim Tabesh explains, pointing to a long
spreadsheet of names and numbers on his computer screen.
“They all pick up. The commitment is incredible.”
Hawa Ebrahimi, a 25-yearold mother of five who grew up
in a village surrounded by the
Taliban, made that commitment
herself just a few weeks ago.
“Back home, we didn’t even
have a road and definitely no
school,” she explains through a
Dari translator from her current
residence, a spacious room with
thick carpets and pillows lining
the wall, in Herat.
Hawa Ebrahimi sits in her
house with her children and a
neighbour, who is also learning
to read and write through mobile classes.
Abdul Qayum Rahimi, Herat’s governor, says that he’s seen
real spirit when it comes to education in his province. “Everyone wa nts to advance and
progress and people – mainly
women – strive for education.
It’s what makes this place one
of the most developed areas in
the country.”
But while Hawa’s husband
supports his wife’s education –
he even comes home every
evening asking if she studied
and needs help with her homework – it hasn’t been as easy
for Fatima. As a child, she grew
up with a dominant father, who
kicked her mother out when she
was unable to give birth to more
than one child. She sees similar patterns in her own husband, a man her father chose.
“He’s sick at home these
days with hepatitis and he
doesn’t see the benefit of an
education,” Fatima explains.
Holding on to her books and her
small black cellphone, she says
it doesn’t matter to her, though.
“I’m going to be literate and can
maybe even help my children
with their homework one day.
For the first time in my life, I’m
doing what I want to do.”
Globemail
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Police discover 250 kgs of
narcotics in Nimroz
KABUL: Counter-narcotic
drug police personnel by launching a military operation succeeded to discover 250 kg narcotic drug in Nimroz province.
Ministry of interior by releasing a statement issued
BNA, the military operation
have launched by counter-narcotic drug police personnel in
relevant areas of Kang district
of Nimroz province, in which
250 kg narcotic drug have been
seized.
Also, counter-narcotic drug
police personnel during two
separate military operations
succeeded to detain five narcotic drug smugglers in Pul-eCharkhi and Kotal entrance
gates of Kabul city.
The Kabul Times

Taliban suffer
casualties in Balkh
MAZAR-E-SHARIF: 48
armed Taliban including 14 senior commanders of this group
were killed in Balkh province
last night.
Mohammad Hanif Rezaee
Sha heen 209 army corps

spokesman told BNA, air raids
conducting on Taliban terrorist
group in Bodna region, Sholgara District, Balkh province,
killed 48 armed insurgents including their senior commanders.

The attacks took place after
Taliban massive attack on security and defense forces, said
Rezaee.
15 other Taliban rebels have
been injured in the raid. He
added. The Kabul Times

Fire cause damages in Nimroz
Police arrest armed robbers
in Ghazni

NIMROZ: Fire caused damages in Nimroz province the
other day.
According to BNA correspondent, the fire came from a
fire flash in Zaranj city.
Three currency exchange
shops, a hotel, a motorbike, a
car were damaged due to the
fire.
The firefighters were restrained as soon as possible and
prevented more damages to other shops.
The Kabul Times

GHAZNI: Police of Ghazni
province detained two men on
suspicion of armed robbery and
terrorist actions in Ghazni province last night. Mohammad Aref

Noori spokesman for Ghazni
governor told BNA, the men
have been detained in Ahangaran village, 2nd police zone of
Ghazni province during their

patrol. A pistol, and a motorcycle were seized from the detainees. The detained men confessed to their crimes in the primary infestation. The Kabul Times

Hand-made footwear factories
stagnate in Sar-e-Pul
SAR-I-PUL : A number of
people who have been running
footwear factories for about two
decades in northern Sar-i-Pul
province say their business has
stagnated due to people’s poor
economic condition and import
of shoes from China.
These people run their show
making factories in the provincial capital Sar-i-Pul and import
raw materials from Pakistan
and animal skin from Faryab
province. They say their products are sold in the capital and
districts of Sar-i-Pul province.
They told Pajhwok Afghan
News that they lost many cus-

tomers for their hand-made
products during the past two
years.
Faiz Mohammad, one of the
shoe-making factory owners in
Sar-i-Pul, told Pajhwok that the
ongoing war and high imports
of footwear from China had
badly affected their business.
He said the war affected people’s economy who now rarely
visited Sar-i-Pul city for shopping due amid security problems.
High imports of footwear
from China and their availability in different designs was another reason people chose for-

eign product instead of domestic ones, he said.
Mohammad said footwear
produced by hand in the country had much better quality
than Chinese products.
He recalled they would sell
up to 50 pairs of shoes a day
about two years ago when the
security situation was better
and Chinese products were not
imported, but now their sales
had reduced to less than 10
pairs.
Five other people, who also
have similar factories in Sar-iPul, held similar complaints and
asked the government to sup-

port domestic industry and help
its promotion.
Hashmatullah, a civil society activist in Sar-i-Pul, acknowledged depression of local
footwear factories and accused
the government of negligence
in this regard.
Meanwhile, Ramazan Ali
Hussaini, head of labor and social affairs department of Sari-Pul, expressed concern about
the local factories situation and
said soon a labor council would
be created for supporting domestic manufacturers.
Pajhwok

Air raid kills insurgents
in Logar
PUL-E-ALAM: Four armed
insurgents were killed in an air
raid of coalition forces in Logar
province last night.
Emal Momand acting of
thunder 203 army corps told

BNA, the terrorist riding motorcycles were killed in coalition forces raid in outskirt of
Pul-e-Alam capital of the province.
According to another report,

a group of De-miners of thunder 203 army corps discovered
and defused six mines from outskirts of Ghazni and Paktia
provinces.
The Kabul Times

���������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

Tuesday, July 02, 2019

Facebook.com/thekabultimes

Afghanistan's Hamid Hassan emotional
after ending career with injury
LONDON: Afghanistan's
Hamid Hassan felt he could have
stopped Pakistan from getting
over the line in a thrilling World
Cup match if his one-day career
hadn't come to an end with a
painful injury.
Paceman Hassan, 32, could
only bowl two overs before injuring his hamstring as Pakistan overcame a tense chase to
beat the minnows on Saturday.
Gulbadin Naib's side, playing in their second World Cup,

are winless in the 10-team
group stage with one match to
play.
But Hassan, who is slated to
sign off his ODI career after the
World Cup, said it was disappointing to hobble off the field
and see his team lose again.
"Of course I was looking
forward to winning the game for
the team. I was playing my last
ODI and in a very good mood,"
he said.
"I bowled very well in the

first over and wanted to keep
going but. I feel like it's something broken inside of my hamstring. I was very excited and
pumped up."
With Hassan out of the attack, Naib decided to bring himself on in the final stages, only
to give away 18 runs to Pakistan batsman Imad Wasim.
"I felt very emotional because the team missed me a lot
and the ball was also reversing.
The situation would ha ve

changed," said Hassan, who
also played in the 2015 World
Cup.
Right-arm seamer Hassan,
who has claimed 59 wickets in
38 ODI matches since making
his debut in 2009 for the wartorn nation, said he will continue to play Twenty20 cricket for
another two years.
Afghanistan end their World
Cup campaign against West Indies on July 4 in Leeds.
The Kabul Times

MWA calls for refugees’ participation
in upcoming polls
The Migration Watch Afghanistan (MWA) has warned
that 3.5 million Afghan refugees could miss participation in
the upcoming presidential election, asking the government to
address the issue.
Abdul Aziz Khatebi, communication in charge at MWA, told
reporters here: “Recommendations regarding the participation of refugees in upcoming
polls were sent to presidential
hopefuls, the Presidential Palace, election bodies and the refugees ministry three weeks ago
but there has been no response,” he said.

He said the purpose of this
press conference was to send his
message to the authorities concerned. “Our demand is that
some families who recently returned from Iran and Pakistan
should not be deprived of their
right to vote.”
Nelab Zafar, MWA executive
head, said in case their recommendations were ignored, they
planned even greater advocacy
for the rights of migrants.
She said the large distance
between repatriates and polling
stations was a challenge and
said polling stations should be
situated in areas accessible by

the refugees. She presented a
resolution from the MWA, which
asked the government to organize a mechanism through
which repatriates were able to
cast their votes in the upcoming polls. It asked election

watchdogs to pay greater attention to the role and participation of refugees in the upcoming presidential polls. It also
warned of protests if the government ignored their demands.
Pajhwok

18pc decline in Iran's non-oil
trade with Afghanistan

I ran traded 421,341 tons of
non-oil goods worth $140.41
million with Afghanistan during the first Ira nian month
(March 21-April 20), registering
a 7.48% and 18.49% decline in
tonnage and value respectively
compared with the year before,
latest data released by the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs

Administration show.
Afghanistan was Iran's seventh biggest trading partner
during the period.
Iran’s exports to Afghanistan
stood at 421,049 tons of goods
worth $140.17 million to register a 7.42% and 18.23% decline
in tonnage and value respectively year-on-year.

Afghanistan was Iran’s fifth
export destination in the world.
Iran exported low-density
oils, hydrocarbon gases, tomatoes, iron/steel bars, and dairy
products to Afghanistan during
the one-month period.
Afghanistan exported 292
tons of commodities worth
$245,628 to Iran, down 52.85%

and 71.01% in tonnage and value respectively YOY. Afghanistan was the 70th exporter of
goods to Iran during the month
under review.
Iran mainly imported camels and sheep from Afghanistan.
financialtribune

Threat of violent extremism in
Afghanistan and the need for
govt strategy
By Ahmad Rashid Watanpahl
Extremism refers to political, social, economic, or religious views that propose farreaching changes in society that
pose a threat to the democratic
order, while supporting criminal and non-criminal acts to
achieve these aims. There is not
any universally accepted definition for violent extremism; it
is not new nor exclusive to any
system of belief, nationality and
region. Nevertheless, acts and
messages of hate, violence, and
religious, cultural and social
intolerance by ISIL, Al-Qaida
and Boko Haram have shaped
the image of the violent extremism. UNESCO has defined violent extremism as set of beliefs
and actions in support or use of
violence to accomplish political,
religious and ideological goals.
Violent extremism has intensely increased with the emergence of several extremist organizations such as Al-Qaeda,
the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant, Boko Haram, Haqqani
Network, Al-Shabab and several other local, national, regional and international organizations. Their message of intolerance and acts of violence have
had drastic effects on the world
and challenge our shared values of peace, security, and justice. Violent extremism undermines efforts towards maintaining peace and security, promoting the rule of law, protecting
human rights, and fostering
sustainable development. Violent extremists pose a security
threat not only to a specific
country or region but have extended from South and Southeast Asia to the Middle East,
and from Central Europe to
America and Australia.
The South Asian region has
been facing increasing extremism and terrorist activities in
the past two decades with the
highest level of fatalities in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Besides the Haqqani Network, AlQaeda, Tahrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, and several other terrorist newtorks, the ISIL militants
and commanders have also
found ground in South Asia, and
committed extreme violence
particularly in Afghanistan and
Pakistan. ISIL ha s also appeared in Bang ladesh and
claimed presence in India. The
recent ISIL attack on churches
in Sri Lanka proves its presence
in this country. With losing territory in Iraq and Syria, ISIL’s
focus has now shifted to South
and Southeast Asia with its biggest presence in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan, being at war
for nearly 40 years, is facing
serious violent insurgencies by
extremists, and the trend of violent extremism is on the rise.
The year 2018 marked the highest annual number of total civilian casualties recorded since
2009. In total, UNAMA documented 10,993 civilian casualties (3,804 deaths and 7,189 injured). Though there is little
context-specific literature on
the drivers of violent extremism
in Afghanistan, the “common
sense” understanding of the
reasons for violent extremism
are forces such as religious
motivation, the radicalization of

youth, external ideological support and influence, urban-rural
split, illegal armed groups, and
illiteracy.
The trend of violent extremism is in the rise in Afghanistan and the environment has
become very fertile for insurgent groups to easily recruit
people. The government of Afghanistan needs to take serious
steps in combating and preventing violent extremism through
a concentrated strategy or plan
of action. The United Nations
acknowledge that the violent
extremism has become a threat
to the humanity and thus makes
it obligatory for each Member
State, which Afghanistan is also
a member of, to consider developing a national plan of action
to prevent violent extremism
which sets national priorities for
addressing the local drivers of
violent extremism. The government of Afghanistan needs to
design a plan of action with interventions within but not limited to the following seven priority areas recommended by the
UN Plan of Action to Prevent
Violent Extremism:
Dialogue: The government
should encourage individuals to
leave violent extremist groups
by implementing programmes
that provide them with educational and economic opportunities. Religious leaders must be
engaged to provide a platform
for dialogue and discussions
through which to promote tolera nce and understanding,
peaceful coexistence, and address the religious narratives of
violence in Afghanistan. Furthermore, regional and national dialogues must be convened
on preventing violent extremism with a range of actors including youth, women and marginalized groups.
Strengthening good governance, human rights and the
rule of law: When governments
promote good governance, uphold the rule of law and eliminate corruption, they create an
enabling environment for civil
society and reduce the appeal
of violent extremism. The government must ensure accountability for service delivery, and
extend state services to remote
areas and create an environment where entrepreneurship
can flourish, and societies can
become more peaceful, just and
inclusive. The government must
also strengthen the professionalism of security forces, law
enforcement agencies and justice institutions; and ensure
effective oversight and accountability of such bodies.
Engaging communities: Violent extremists require the
implicit support of a wider circle of sympathizers for their
survival, particularly in the rural areas of Afghanistan. If violent extremists can be deprived
of this support, their capacity to
cause harm and evade justice
can be reduced. The government must develop joint and
participatory strategies, including with civil society and local
communities to protect communities from recruitment and the
threat of violent extremism, and
support confidence-building

measures at the community level by providing appropriate platforms for dialogue.
Empowering youth: Afghanistan’s 63% young women and
men constitute an invaluable
partner in the efforts to prevent
violent extremism. The government must support and enhance
young women’s and young
men’s participation in activities
aimed at preventing violent extremism by prioritizing meaningful engagement mechanisms
at the local, district, provincial
and national levels. Young
women and men need to be engaged in decision-making processes including by establishing
youth councils and similar
mechanisms which give young
women and men a platform for
participating in political processes.
Gender equality and empowering women: Women’s
empowerment is a critical force
for sustainable peace; societies
for which gender equality indicators are higher or less vulnerable to violent extremism. The
government should build the
capacity of women to engage in
prevention and response efforts
related to violent extremism.
Education, skills development and employment facilitation: The government must
ensure that every child receives
a quality education which
equips him or her for life. Education should include teaching
respect for human rights and
diversity, fostering critical
thinking, and developing the
behavioral and socioemotional
skills that can contribute to
peaceful coexistence and tolerance. Technical and vocational
education, and mentoring for all
vulnerable people, including the
displaced people should be implemented to build their skills
for livelihood opportunities,
and young people should be
provided with additional career
options by fostering an entrepreneurial culture and offering
entrepreneurship education.
Strategic communications,
the Internet and social media:
The manipulative messages of
violent extremists on social
media have achieved considerable success especially among
young women and men. The
government must develop and
implement national communications strategies, in close cooperation with social media
companies and the private sector to challenge the narratives
associated with violent extremism, and promote grass-roots
efforts to advance the values of
tolerance, pluralism and understanding.
The government of Afghanistan with the support of the
international community, the
CSOs, and capacitated Afghans
need to take serious steps to
prevent violent extremism. Indept research needs to be conducted to dig out the “Push” and
“Pull” factors of violent extremism as well as how violent extremists utilize different narratives to attract and recruit
youth into their groups, and accordingly design programmes
and projects to tackle the root
causes of violent extremism.
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At least 35 dead as bus plunges into gorge in Indian Kashmir
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Seven Sudanese protesters killed, 181
wounded in demonstrations
Seven people were killed
and 181 others were wounded
in Sudan during Sunday mass
demonstrations, the state news
agency (SUNA) reported citing
the health ministry.
Earlier, a doctors committee
linked to the protest movement
said that five protesters were
killed during mass demonstrations that rocked the country as
tens of thousands of people protested against the ruling generals.
“The death of four martyrs

in the city of Omdurman on the
road of our victorious revolution
brings the number of martyrs
to five” in Sunday’s protests, the
committee said, after it reported earlier that a protester was
shot dead in the town of Atbara.
“There are several seriously wounded by the bullets of the
military council militias in hospitals of the capital and the provinces,” it added.
Earlier, witnesses said that
the Sudanese police fired tear
gas at protesters in three dis-

tricts of Khartoum on Sunday.
The deputy head of Sudan’s
Transitional Military Council,
Gen. Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, has called for “an urgent and
comprehensive agreement”
with the Forces for Freedom and
Change (FFC) opposition coalition. “We seek a comprehensive peace in Sudan that does
not exclude anyone. The mission of the transitional council
is to protect the Sudanese revolution,” Daglo, known as
Hemedti, said. AP

Iran exceeds threshold of enriched uranium
allowed under nuclear deal
Iran’s enriched uranium stockpile has passed
the 300 kilogram limit under its nuclear deal, the
semi-official Fars news
agency reported on Monday, citing an unnamed “informed source.”
Iranian officials have
said in recent days that the
Islamic Republic is on track
to pass the enriched uranium limit, which was set
under its nuclear deal, after remaining signatories
to the pact fell short of Tehran’s demands to be
shielded from US sa nctions.
Reuters
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At least 35 people were killed Monday when an overcrowded bus plunged into a gorge in Indian-administered Kashmir, police said.
The bus skidded off a road in the remote Kishtwar region and fell into a deep, narrow valley, senior police official M. K. Sinha said.
Twenty passengers died instantly and 10 others were badly injured, Sinha told AFP.
Seven of those were in critical condition and were evacuated to a nearby hospital.
Road accidents are common in the mountainous parts of the northern state of Jammu and Kashmir, owing to its rugged terrain, with
speeding and overcrowding adding to the safety hazards.
A separate crash on Monday in neighbouring Himachal Pradesh killed three school students and their driver, the Press Trust of
India reported.
Last week, 11 students on their way to a picnic were killed when their bus fell into a gorge in Shopian district of Kashmir, officials
said. AFP
Some 150,000 people die in road accidents on average each year in India, according to official figures.
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Russian-made 'missile' hits
Northern Cyprus: Officials

Northern Cyprus has suggested that a projectile which
hit a mountainside north of the
capital Nicosia appears to have
been a Russian-made missile.
"The first assessment is that
a Russian-made missile, part of
the air defense system, which
was part of the air defense system that took place last night
in the face of an airstrike
aga inst Syria, completed its
range and fell into our country
after it missed," Turkish Cypriot foreign minister Kudret
Ozersay said on Monday.
Turkish Cypriot officials
said no one was hurt in the explosion which occurred around
1:00 am local time (22:00 GMT
on Sunday) in the region of
Tashkent, also known as Vouno,
some 20 kilometers northeast
of Nicosia.
Turkish Cypriot President
Mustafa Akinci linked the incident to military operations in
the Middle East. He said further
investigation was needed to establish the cause of the huge
blast.
"It is evident it is not something stemming from our soil
... It is one of the bad sides of
the war in the region falling
into our country," he said.
Ozersay said military officials were conducting tests on
the debris at the crash site. The
incident reportedly came at a
time of Israeli airstrikes in Syria's Homs and the suburbs of
Damascus, which killed several civilians.
"Initial findings indicate the
object that caused the explosion
was either an aircraft carrying
explosives or a direct explosive
(missile). The writings and
signs on the debris will allow
us to understand exactly what
happened soon," Ozersay said.
A Greek Cypriot military
analyst, Andreas Pentaras, said
the debris suggested it was a
Russian-made S-200 missile.
"An assessment from the
pictures made public shows the
base of its wings. It has Russian
writing on it, so it suggests it is
Russian made. Syria uses Russian-made missiles, so a not-sosafe assessment would be it was
... an S-200 (missile)," Pentaras,
a retired army general, told
Sigma TV in Cyprus.
Presstv

Ankara warns Haftar over arrests
as LNA says hit Turkish drone
Flights have resumed at the
capital of Libya's only functioning civilian airport after it was
hit by forces loyal to renegade
General Khalifa Haftar, amid
rising tensions between the
eastern-based commander and
Turkey.
Haftar's self-styled Libyan
National Army (LNA), which
has been waging an armed campaign to seize Tripoli from the
United Nations-recognised Government of National Accord
(GNA), said on Sunday its air
force destroyed a Turkish drone
parked at Mitiga International
Airport.
"Our fighter [jets] targeted
and destroyed a Turkish
Bayraktar aircraft as it was taking off," the LNA said in a statement on Facebook. "The aircraft had been prepared to tar-

get our armed forces' positions," it said.
Earlier on Sunday, Turkey's
foreign ministry accused
Haftar's forces of arresting six
of its citizens, and warned that
the LNA would become a "legitimate target" if the Turks
were not released immediately.
For its part, the LNA said it
had arrested two Turks in the
northeastern oil town of Ajdabiya.
Ankara has supplied drones
and trucks to forces allied to the
GNA, while Haftar's GNA has
received backing from the United Arab Emirates and Egypt, according to diplomats. Turkey
says it is in Libya to support
"regional peace and stability".
The LNA launched an offensive on April 4 to capture the
capital but it has been pushed

ba ck by the Tripoli government's forces.
Pro-GNA fighters this week
retook the strategic town of
Garyan, in a surprise attack and
a major setback for Haftar.
Following the loss of Garyan during a GNA operation he
accused Ankara of backing,
Haftar ordered his forces to target Turkish companies, ban
flights and arrest Turkish nationals in Libya, his spokesman
said on Friday.
Ankara has warned that it
is ready to retaliate against attacks.
Haftar's Tripoli offensive
has upended UN-led plans to
stabilise Libya after years of
conflict that have left the oilproducing country divided and
caused living standards to plummet. Aljazeera

Israeli missile attack kills
civilians: Syrian state media
Israeli warplanes have fired
missiles targeting Syrian military positions in Homs and the
Damascus outskirts in Syria in
an attack that killed at least four
civilians and wounded another
21, Syrian state media said.
The Syrian military said on
Monday that its air defences had
confronted the attack, which was
launched from Lebanese airspace.
An Israeli military spokeswoman, asked about the report,
said: "We don't comment on
such reports."
Syrian state-run broadcaster al-Ikhbariya said the four civilians including a baby had
been killed in Sahnaya, south
of Damascus, as "a result of the
Zionist aggression".
State news agency SANA
said an additional 21 people had
been wounded. SANA also reported that Syrian air defences
had brought down a number of
the missiles.
In recent years, Israel has
carried out hundreds of attacks

in Syria that it says have hit its
regional arch-foe, Iran, and the
Lebanese Hezbollah group,
which it calls the biggest threat
to its borders.
Ira n and Hezbollah are

fighting on the side of President
Bashar al-Assad in the Syrian
war, and Israel says they are trying to turn Syria into a new
front against Israelis.
Aljazeera
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